
Earth Wise: Recycling food waste into biogas gains
popularity

POU 12:58 p.m. EDT September 24, 2014

Turning food waste into fuel is not a new idea, but it is one that is finally starting to catch on in a big way. A
growing number of wastewater treatment plants across the country are participating in the effort to recycle food
waste and produce biogas.

Traditionally, food waste is composted to produce a useful end product, but there is increasing interest in the
use of anaerobic digesters to convert the food into biogas fuel. About 860 sewage treatment plants in the U.S.
produce biogas using anaerobic digestion, but most of these only use sewage for the purpose. The plants use
the gas they make to help power their operations.

California’s East Bay Municipal Utility District was the first sewage treatment plant to add food waste to the mix in 2002. As of 2012, the utility district
became the first to generate more energy than it needs and actually sold about a million dollars in surplus electricity to the grid last year.

Connecticut and Vermont have banned commercial food waste from landfills, and Massachusetts will impose strict new food waste disposal regulations
this fall. Recycling food waste is steadily growing in the residential sector as well. 183 communities in 18 states now offer curbside food waste collection.

Waste management companies and communities across the United States are looking for ways to harvest energy from food that otherwise would rot in
landfills and emit methane gas. For economic and environmental reasons, recycling food waste is the right thing to do.

Read or Share this story: http://pojonews.co/1sqbi1r
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