
SINGLE-USE BAG REDUCTION AND RECYCLING PROGRAM  
WORKING GROUP MEETING 

 
Meeting Notes for Wednesday June 18, 2008, 2:00 p.m. 

Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, Conference Room 743 
 
I. Introductions 
 
Meeting started at 2:09, Coby Skye welcomed the meeting group and asked for those at 
the meeting and on the phone to introduce themselves.  
 
II. Plastic Bag News and Updates 
Neil Johnson gave a brief update regarding California Integrated Waste Management 
Board’s implementation of AB 2449.  The Waste Board adopted the proposed 
regulations for recordkeeping reporting requirements under 2249.  The draft regulations 
were previewed last May.  About 200 stores have submitted reports to Waste Board 
under AB 2449, and staff is still compiling the information from these reports.  The 
Waste Board is also meeting today with interested stakeholders regarding plastics in 
general, among the discussion is AB 2449 implementation as well as other legislative 
requirements for plastic bag manufacturers with respect to recycled content.  
 
Mr. Skye updated the working group on the progress of AB 2058, which was approved 
by the Assembly Appropriations Committee and the full Assembly.  AB 2058 is now in 
the Senate and the Senate Environmental Quality Committee will be considering it later 
in June.  
 
Mr. Skye indicated that County staff continues to outreach the stores to try to get them 
involved and letting them know of that the information on the program and its 
components will be sent out soon.  Mr. Skye noted that County staff also continues to 
reach out to cities through out LA County interested in the Program.  Staff will be 
meeting with Cities that have joined the program prior to the official launch of the 
Program in July, to ensure that the stores within these cities receive the same packet of 
information as the stores in the unincorporated area. 
 
Mr. Skye directed the working group to displays in the room that plot the stores in the 
area. Using data from various databases, staff has identified approximately 120 stores 
in category 1, as defined, in the unincorporated County areas which make up 
approximately 1/10 of the population in Los Angeles County. 
  
There was a question regarding the City of Los Angeles plans with respect to plastic 
bags.  Mr. Skye noted that the City of Los Angeles staff has developed a report the 
recommends phasing out plastic bags throughout the City, unless Statewide legislation 
is adopted imposing a fee on bags. The report and its recommendations are making 
their way through the City’s various committees before going to the City Council and 
Mayor.   
 



III. IReport from Subcommittees and Related Deliverables 
 
Mr. Skye described that the various components of the Program have been arranged to 
coordinate with the three different subcommittees that were established at the last 
meeting.  The subcommittees are Store Operations, Public Education and Outreach, 
and Technical Advisory.  At the subcommittee meetings, participants have been working 
to fine tune the program by elaborating on components of the program.   
 
Store Operations Subcommittee recap –  
Store Specific Options 
This subcommittee discussed the store specific program options.  Ideas discussed at 
the meeting included: 

 The recommendation to send out a join letter on behalf of the County and the 
Grocers Association to all the members of the Grocers Association in the 
unincorporated areas. 

 Developing a resource packet to send out to the participating stores to help with 
the implementation of the Program. 

 Reinforcing their staff training plans, for instance by developing a store 
competition for the cashiers as an incentive to actively participate and promote 
the Program. 

 Providing a mechanism for stores to develop their own options that might not be 
on the County’s list but that could be tied in to the different categories developed. 

 
Mr. Skye informed the Working group that the suggestions from the subcommittee will 
be used to finalize the store specific options and will be put in a format that can be 
distributed to the stores.  Diane Dixon Davis would like for the working group to consider 
making a training video for the supermarkets to use for training.  Also, the Working 
Group suggested that along with the packet a meeting take place to answer and 
address any questions or concerns from the participating store owners or management. 
 
Public Education Subcommittee recap – 
Public Education and Outreach 
This subcommittee discussed and developed a number of suggestions, including: 
 

 Develop outreach material in additional languages 
 Develop posters and flyers which promote a common message 
 Incorporate/utilize environmental clubs in schools 
 Promote Single-Use Bag Reduction and Recycling Program at County libraries 

through displays and Program fliers 
 Develop PSA for local cable stations, including the County channel 
 Have stores link to County’s website 
 Have environmental organizations link to County’s website and help promote the 

program via their networks 
 Promote business sponsorships of environmental/teen programs designated to 

promote recycling of single use plastic bags and reusable bags 



 Promote placing “bag in a bag” concept to educate the public in when taking 
plastic bags back to stores for recycling 

 Develop promotional kits, which can include American Chemistry Council’s 
plastic bag recycling kit 

 Sponsor a competition among cashiers at stores to encourage reusable bag use, 
can be tied into bagger re-training and coordinate with the annual “Day Without a 
Bag” event 

 
Ms. Andrea Harbin of Harbin Innovative Solutions shared with the working group that 
her group is developing educational posters and other outreach materials to encourage 
residents to reduce the use of plastic bags.  Discussion on what can be done to inform 
the public about the benefits of reducing the use of single use bags and promoting the 
use of reusable bags ensued.   Among the suggestions given by the working group 
were: 

 
 Establishing a speakers group to outreach to communities, civic groups, children 

and adults 
 Collaborate with utilities such as the water department and the gas company to 

piggy back on their programs/outreach 
 Use resources such as public service information crawlers at public meetings 

that are televised. (LAUSD, board meetings, etc.) 
 Create magnets and wallet cards to educate the public 

 
It was suggested by Nick Morrell to look into having the supermarkets advertise the use 
of reusable bags in their weekly mailings.  Or even remind the public on their ads to 
bring their bags.   
 
Coby Skye asked for feedback from Working Group members on what to name the day 
that the County wants to promote the use of reusable bags, this day stems from the 
“day without a bag” event.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Environmental Message  
Mr. Skye reminded the Working Group members to vote on an environmental message 
by June 25th.  An email went out to all group members with six messages to choose 
from, group members are asked to list the top three choices in order of priority. A few 
votes have been received from the members, and staff would like to select the message 
by the end of the month.  Discussion on possible slogans followed. 
 
A suggestion was made that the environmental message should stress the need to 
recycle.  The working group members were also reminded that the Supervisors wanted 
to establish a message that also addresses the harmful impacts of single use bags.  
 
Store recognition and participation – 
Mr. Skye presented the Working Group the idea of having the County give stickers, 
and/or plaques to “Gold” level stores for at store display. Feedback was solicited from 



the working group on this idea or other ideas that would enhance the recognition 
program. 
 
Technical Advisory Subcommittee –  
Definition of “Large Supermarkets and Retail Stores” 
The three categories have been pretty well vetted since first developed a few months 
ago.  Mr. Skye reported that based on the County’s databases, there are approximately 
120 Category 1 stores, 370 Category 2 stores and 2400 Category 3 stores in the 
unincorporated area, with all three numbers expected to be approximately 10 times 
greater when measured Countywide.  The formula used for category definition included 
reconciled data from CUP, business license, smart business recycling, treasurer and tax 
collectors, state board equalization.  The database is estimated to be accurate within 
about a 5% margin error.  It was found that the first and second Supervisorial Districts 
have the most stores in the County unincorporated areas. 
 
Reporting and Measurement Methodology 
The committee members discussed the issue of incorporating the reuse factor into the 
methodology.  Mr. Skye noted the challenges of doing so, including: 

 how to obtain substantial data, 
 how to account for the data 
 how to incorporate the data into the formula fairly 

 
Discussion ensued regarding all the factors that will go into the development of the 
methodology.  Staff agreed to incorporate a written discussion regarding the various 
factors that might impact the methodology and the disposal reduction rate into the 
methodology, just below the formula description, and acknowledged these factors would 
be taken into consideration when evaluating the success of the Program. 
 
Mr. Paul Alva added that the methodology does not need to be finalized by the July 
deadline, and noted that the county’s intent is to continue to work with industry and 
listen to concerns and input to make sure an accurate formula is used for the reporting 
and measuring methodology.  Mr. Alva also mentioned that if AB 2058 is signed into 
law, the State may need to develop a methodology as well, and the County will closely 
monitor the State’s efforts to avoid duplication and reference the State’s methodology, 
as appropriate. 
 
Litter hotspots and prevention program- 
Mr. Skye mentioned that the maps discussed during the subcommittee were the ones 
shown to working group members at the last meeting.   A suggestion made by Diane 
Dixon was to utilize the County Map as well as the litter maps developed by the City of 
Los Angeles in understanding where the litter hotspots are and to better address these 
hot spots. It was also suggested to incorporate the map in the web site.   Mr. Skye 
stated that the web site is still under review by the Public education Subcommittee for 
updates as a result of comments given at their last meeting.   
 



Recycled Content and Recycling Markets for All Bags 
Industry noted that the recycling markets depend upon three key ingredients, 
availability, quality, and price.  Implementation of the Program will naturally assist all 
three “ingredients” as follows: 
• Availability – getting the public to recycle at stores generates more material 
• Quality – increasing recycling at stores and educating the public will reduce 

contamination, providing better quality material 
• Price – will be lower because there is more availability and less processing due to 
higher quality material 
 
Therefore, promoting maximum recycling at stores while minimizing contamination will 
increase the quality and quantity of post-consumer recyclable material and thereby drive 
the market.  The working group agreed that the public education program effort is the 
key to increasing the recycling rate of plastic bags. 
 
 
IV. Launch of Program and next steps 
 
Single-Use Bag Reduction and Recycling Program Packet 
Staff is looking at providing a packet to all to make the program easier to review and 
understand.  
 
Future Subcommittee and Working Group meetings 
Mr. Skye informed the Working group that future subcommittee meetings will be to the 
benefit of enhancing the program; these meetings will continue on approximately 
monthly basis while the working group meetings will be meeting on a quarterly basis.  
The Working Group discussed the idea of looking at other issues such as greenwaste or 
expanded polystyrene at future meetings, and there was general consensus on 
discussion of relevant environmental issues.  Members will be kept up to date on future 
issues for the group to review. 
 
Mr. Skye took time to recognize and thank all those who have participated in the 
subcommittee and Working Group meetings.  Mr. Skye asked for any comments or 
suggestions from the Working Group.  It was suggested by Jennifer Forkish to have a 
Working Group meeting following the roll out month (i.e August) to get the questions 
and concerns addressed, then proceed with Quarterly meetings.  A suggestion for the 
next Public Education subcommittee meeting was to get stakeholders from Consumer 
Affairs, LACo Office of Education, LAUSD and libraries to attend the meeting and get 
their input.   All members will be kept posted via email of upcoming meetings and 
subcommittee meetings. 
 
Mr. Skye concluded the meeting thanking all those present at the meeting and via 
telephone.  Information regarding the next Working Group meeting will be emailed to all 
participants. 


