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Working Group Meeting  
Agenda 

 

Wednesday, September 16, 2015 
9:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. 

  

Welcome     (10 min)  

Summary of Activities    (20 min) 

Sustainable Food Waste     (30 min) 
Management Presentation  
        

EPR – Pharmaceuticals    (15 min) 

Annual Report to the Board  (15 min) 

Open Discussion and Next Steps  (15 min)  
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Summary of Activities  

 County Operations  
 ISD waste hauling contracts for departments  
 Survey for all departments to determine 

current recycling activities  
 Organics Pilot at DPW HQ 
 Surplus Program Connection 
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Summary of Activities  

 County Unincorporated Communities  
 Organics  
 Food Donation 
 CalRecycle Report 
 Link to Report  

 Smart Business Recycling  
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https://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/swims/ShowDoc.aspx?id=4311&hp=yes&type=PDF


Summary of Activities  

 Regional/Countywide 
 Mass Debris Management Planning 
 Conversion Technology Update 
 www.SoCalConversion.org   

 Organics  
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http://www.socalconversion.org/


Summary of Activities  

 Website Resource 
Page 
 Roadmap Briefing 

Report 
 EPA Food Waste 

Reduction Tools 
 County of LA 

Departmental 
Recycling Program 
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 Outreach and Education 



Summary of Activities  
Outreach and Education 
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 Roadmap Logo  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Website - http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/Roadmap/index.cfm  

 

http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/Roadmap/index.cfm
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 Recycling Challenge  
 Video of First Pitch 

 

Summary of Activities  
Outreach and Education 

http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/Roadmap/Presentations/RBI_challenge_dodgers.mov
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/drp/beveragecontainers.cfm


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

 
SUSTAINABLE FOOD MANAGEMENT: 

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
 

SEPTEMBER 16TH, 2015 
 



Questions for County of L.A. 

• What gaps does the County have in advancing 
the prevention, donation, and recycling of 
wasted food? 
 

• What actions can the County and EPA take 
together in the advancement of the County’s 
food recovery goals?  



 



 
 

 

• 40% of food is wasted in the 
U.S. 
  
• Costs U.S. households $165 
billion annually. 
 

• 1 in 6 Americans lack a 
secure supply of food. 
 
 
 
(Sources: USDA, EPA, FAO.  Photo Credit: Jonathan Bloom) 

Food is simply too good to waste! 



 
 
 
 

To grow wasted food: we use about 25% of our 
freshwater.  

 

Source: http://www.nrdc.org/food/files/wasted-food-IP.pdf 



If food wastage were a country…. 
Water 

 

• Credit:  FAO 



A week’s worth of power 



If food wastage were a country…. 
GHG Emissions 

• Credit:  FAO 



 



Our largest waste stream is the least 
recycled waste stream. 

Source:  EPA Advancing Sustainable Materials Management, 2013, 
http://www.epa.gov/osw/nonhaz/municipal/msw99.htm 

Food 2.1% 

Total MSW Discards (after recycling) Total MSW Recovery (by material) 





Who is this man? 

• Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act 
– A [food donor] shall not be subject to civil or criminal 

liability arising from the nature, age, packaging, or 
condition of  apparently wholesome food or an 
apparently fit grocery product [donated/received] in 
good faith for ultimate distribution to needy individuals.  



Food Donors:  Liability Protection 

• University of  Arkansas, School of  Law 
– “...a thorough search of  filings and review of  

reported decisions did not turn up a single case 
that involved food donation-related liability…”  



.  
 
 

 
 

 



Participants and Endorsers 

• Participants track and reduce wasted food. 
• Endorsers promote sustainable food management. 

 



Who’s who in the  
Food Recovery Challenge? 

• 790 participants and endorsers, nationwide. 



 



 
 

EPA’s Reducing Wasted Food & 
Packaging Toolkit   

 
2 resources in 1 toolkit: a PDF guide and a programmed Excel spreadsheet 
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PDF guide:  http://www.epa.gov/foodrecovery/docs/reducing_wasted_food_pkg_tool.pdf   
 

Excel tracking spreadsheet: 
http://www.epa.gov/waste/conserve/foodwaste/docs/foodwaste_audit_tool.xlsm  

http://www.epa.gov/foodrecovery/docs/reducing_wasted_food_pkg_tool.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/waste/conserve/foodwaste/docs/foodwaste_audit_tool.xlsm
http://www.epa.gov/foodrecovery/docs/reducing_wasted_food_pkg_tool.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/waste/conserve/foodwaste/docs/foodwaste_audit_tool.xlsm


 Managing and Transforming Waste Streams – A Tool for Communities 
     Charting a Path Towards Zero Waste 
 

A sortable, filterable table featuring 100 policies & programs and over 240 
implementation examples from communities, along with links to informational 
resources 

http://www2.epa.gov/managing-and-transforming-waste-streams-tool-communities  

http://www2.epa.gov/managing-and-transforming-waste-streams-tool-communities
http://www2.epa.gov/managing-and-transforming-waste-streams-tool-communities
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http://www2.epa.gov/managing-and-transforming-waste-streams-tool-communities
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http://www2.epa.gov/managing-and-transforming-waste-streams-tool-communities


Cities & Counties featured for implementation examples 



Snapshot 

http://www2.epa.gov/managing-and-transforming-waste-streams-tool-communities  
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Implementation Examples & Resources 

 



Take Food Recovery Action Now! 

• Measure your wasted food. 
• Implement source reduction & donation. 
• Participate in the Food Recovery Challenge. 
 
 

 
 
 
       
           



EPA.GOV/FOODRECOVERY 
André Villaseñor – villasenor.andre@epa.gov 

213-244-1813 
 
 



Questions for County of L.A. 

• What gaps does the County have in advancing 
the prevention, donation, and recycling of 
wasted food? 
 

• What actions can the County and EPA take 
together in the advancement of the County’s 
food recovery goals?  



Extended Producer Responsibility in  
Los Angeles County 

 
On June 2, 2015, the Board of Supervisors adopted a motion by 
Supervisor Antonovich which directed DPW, DPH, DHS, CEO, ISD, 
DMH, County Counsel, Sheriff, and CSD to:  

 Investigate options  
 Partner with pharmaceutical industry  
 Actively support EPR legislation at State level 
 Investigate feasibility of adopting EPR Ordinance for pharmaceuticals  
 Investigate feasibility of utilizing the County’s purchasing power  
 Report back within 4 months with findings and recommendations 
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Report to the Board  

  

On July 2, DPW submitted a report to each Supervisor 
regarding the feasibility of adopting a pharmaceutical take-
back Ordinance and utilizing the County’s purchasing power  
 

 The report included: 
 Information on current health, safety, and environmental 

issues related to pharmaceuticals and sharps 
 Information on existing EPR pharmaceutical programs 
 Options to facilitate proper disposal of pharmaceuticals 
 Recommendations 
 

 

35 



Board Motion 

 

On August 11 the Board approved a Motion by Supervisors 
Antonovich and Solis which:  
 Directed the CEO, in collaboration with the County’s Sustainability 

Council and the Pharmaceutical Working Group to:  
 Initiate stakeholder engagement  
 Draft an ordinance 
 Return to the Board in six months (February) 
 Stakeholder process must be undertaken before the ordinance is 

drafted 
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Next Steps 

 

Stakeholder Engagement  
 Monday, September 28, 2015 (Focused Stakeholders) 
 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  

 Monday, September 28, 2015 (Public) 
 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

Draft Ordinance 
 Interim CEO, Sustainability Council, and EPR Working Group  
 Submit to Board for consideration by February 2, 2016  
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Report to the Board 
38 

Date Board Report Milestones 

9/14 – 9/17/2015 Incorporate CEO’s comments 

9/21/2015 
Provide draft to Department Heads for 
comment 

9/28/2015 
Deadline for Department Heads to 
submit comments  

9/30/2015 Report finalized  

10/1/2015  To Sustainability Council for approval 

10/5/2015  Public Works to submit to Board  



Open Discussion and Next Steps 

  Upcoming Meetings 
• Subcommittee Meetings – October 22, 2015  

• Working Group Meeting – December 9, 2015  
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Thank you for your 
participation. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=teamwork&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.teamworkandleadership.com/2013/10/the-importance-of-teamwork-something-i-learned-from-my-teenage-son.html&ei=J9f4VPK_KsfioAS2iYHoCg&bvm=bv.87611401,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEpUxuS4y8B369ft8yCLN6PMqCZMw&ust=1425680540527526
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