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R E:Im pac t ofChine s e W as te Ban on State & Loc alR e c yc ling P rogram

T he Solid W as te As s oc iation ofNorth Am e ric a (SW ANA)is a non-profit as s oc iation for
was te and re c yc ling profe s s ionals with m ore than 9 ,0 0 0 m e m b e rs ac ros s the U nite d
S tate s and Canada.O n b e halfofthos e m e m b e rs , SW ANA is writing tos hare s om e
im portant and re c e nt re c yc ling m ark e t de ve lopm e nts that have im plic ations forthe
m ove m e nt ofre c yc lab le s worldwide , and that m ayim pac t re c yc ling program s in you r
s tate .

In Ju ly2 0 1 7 , China notifie d the W orld T rade O rganization (W T O )ofits inte ntion to
prohib it the im port ofc e rtain s olid was te s and s c rap intothe ir c ou ntry, inc lu ding m ixe d
pape rand m ixe d plas tic s , b e ginning on Janu ary1 , 2 0 1 8 .In addition, China annou nc e d
a ne w, and e xc e e dinglys tringe nt, c ontam ination s tandard applic ab le tore c yc lab le
im ports (0 .3 pe rc e nt).T his propos alis inc ons is te nt with the glob als tandards followe d b y
the re c yc ling c om m u nityand its indu s trialc ons u m e rs , and ifadopte d, wille ffe c tive ly
re s u lt in a b an on the im portation ofvirtu allyallwas te and s c rap c om m oditie s , as the
s tandard is ne arlyim pos s ib le toac hie ve .

In late A u gu s t, SW ANA file d c om m e nts with the W T O s e e k ing additionalc larityab ou t
t the s c ope and tim ing ofthe propos e d b an.

China is the large s t e xport m ark e t forre c yc lab le s ge ne rate d in the U nite d State s .

7 7 6,0 0 0 tons ofplas tic from the U nite d S tate s annu ally.W e argu e d it is s im plynot
fe as ib le toe xpe c t dom e s tic re c yc ling fac ilitie s c apab le ofhandling allthe m ate rialnow
s e nt toChina tob e pe rm itte d, c ons tru c te d, and c om m e nc e ope rations b ythe e nd of
2 0 1 7 .W ith the gap b e twe e n dom e s tic proc e s s ing and m ark e t de m and, the propos e d
b an c ou ld adve rs e lyaffe c t m u nic ipalre c yc ling program s throu gh the c ou ntry.Althou gh

goals , we qu e s tione d the e ffic ac yofits notic e s , and s u gge s te d a longe r trans ition pe riod

b e downloade d he re .



Du ring Se pte m b e r, we le arne d that Ch
re ne wing was te im port lic e ns e s .As a re s u lt, m ate rialhas s tarte d topile u p in Hong
Kong (a m ajorport ofe ntry)and a handfu lofU S m u nic ipalre c yc ling program s have
alre adyb e gu n tom ak e adju s tm e nts in the m ate rials the yac c e pt in re s pons e tothe
u nc e rtaintyc re ate d b ythe loom ing b an and ne w c ontam ination s tandard.M ark e t pric e s ,
partic u larlyforpape r, droppe d s ignific antlyin Se pte m b e r, with m ark e t ob s e rve rs link ing
that de c line tothe Chine s e ac tions .

Along with othe rs tak e holde rs , SW ANA has m e t with the U S De partm e nt ofCom m e rc e ,
O ffic e ofthe U nite d State s T rade R e pre s e ntative (U ST R ), and the U S Environm e ntal
P rote c tion Age nc yab ou t the b an, the c ontam ination s tandard, and the irpote ntiale ffe c t
on loc alre c yc ling program s ac ros s the U nite d S tate s .

In re s pons e toou r c onc e rns , the was te im port b an and re late d is s u e s we re rais e d in
late S e pte m b e rm e e tings in China am ong Com m e rc e , U ST R and M EP re pre s e ntative s ,
and at a W T O c om m itte e m e e ting las t we e k .Howe ve r, it is u nc le arwhe the rChina will
c ons ide ranyc hange s to the propos e d im port b an orc ontam ination s tandard.T odate ,
M EP has b e e n re lu c tant e ve n toc larifys om e qu e s tions ab ou t the affe c te d m ate rials and

c onc e rns with fe de raloffic ials and othe rs , and c ontinu e s tom onitorthis dynam ic
s itu ation c los e ly.

W hat Sho uld StateA gencies D o ?

Be pre pare d forinc re as e d m ark e t volatility, whic h is lik e lytodrive gre ate ru nc e rtainty
am ong you rs tak e holde rs .SW ANA s u gge s ts s tate age nc ie s tak e the following s te ps :

1 . Com m u nic ate with loc algove rnm e nts , indu s trypartne rs , ge ne rators , and othe r
inte re s te d partie s ab ou t the c u rre nt dis ru ption in re c yc ling m ark e ts .

2 . Edu c ate alls tak e holde rs ab ou t the im portanc e ofge ne rating high qu alitym ate rial.
it the am ou nt ofc ontam ination in m ate rialim ports --

-- highlight the ne e d forre c yc le rs toprodu c e
high qu alitym ate rial.

3 . R e ne w e fforts toe nc ou rage was te re du c tion and the de ve lopm e nt ofalte rnative
dom e s tic m ark e ts forre c yc lab le m ate rials .Both have the pote ntialtore du c e re lianc e
on Chine s e m ark e ts .



4 . R e vie w c u rre nt and c onte m plate d re c yc ling goals and re gu lations in light ofc u rre nt
m ark e t c onditions .

W e willc ontinu e tom onitorde ve lopm e nts dom e s tic allyand ove rs e as , and willprovide
additionalinform ation as warrante d.Som e re c yc ling program s in the U nite d S tate s have
re c e ntlye xpe rie nc e d re du c e d m ark e t pric e s forthe irm ate rial, and c ontinu e d volatility
c an b e e xpe c te d in the s hort te rm .

SW ANA re m ains c om m itte d tore c yc ling and re s ou rc e m anage m e nt, and towork ing
with m e m b e rs and partne rs at the loc al, s tate and fe de ralle ve ls toim prove and e xpand
re c yc ling program s in the U nite d State s .Ifyou have anyqu e s tions , ple as e fre e to
c ontac t m e at db ide rm an@ s wana.org or2 40 -49 4-2 2 54.

Sinc e re ly,

David Bide rm an
Exe c u tive Dire c tor& CEO
Solid W as te A s s oc iation ofNorth Am e ric a


