
August 13, 2015

TO: Members of the Facility & Plan Review Subcommittee
Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/

Integrated Waste Management Task Force

FROM: Russell Bukoff, Staff

STAFF REPORT
SECOND QUARTER 2015 VEGETATION PROJECT STATUS REPORT
AT SUNSHINE CANYON CITY/COUNTY LANDFILL

Republic Services, Inc. (Republic) submitted the Second Quarter 2015 Vegetation Project Status Report
for the Sunshine Canyon City/County Landfill, dated August 3, 2015 (attached). The Status Report is a
requirement of Condition No. 18 of the Finding of Conformance granted to the Landfill by the Task Force
on December 18, 2008.

The Status Report provides the progress of revegetation projects undertaken during the second quarter of
2015 as well as revegetation projects anticipated to be implemented during the third quarter of 2015.

General Comment

• The Status Report includes revisions and clarifications to terms and definitions discussed in
Section 1, 2, and 3, as requested by the Subcommittee at the February 2015 meeting.

Update on County Side Sage Mitigation Area

• Conditions remain unchanged; however, plans will be developed by Architerra Design Group
(ADG), Republic Services general vegetation consultant, for a trial site in the sage mitiation areas
to test stepped terracing and straw wattles with niche pockets. [Republic's report, Section 4.3]

Update on City Side Sage Mitigation Area

Middle and Upper Decks:
• There have been no changes to the middle or upper decks. The vegetated areas within the

Middle Deck continue to be dominated by non-native species. Report also noted a decent mixture
of native species are present.[Attachment 1, pages 1 and 2]

• JMA, Republic Service's consultant on sage mitigation, reports that weeds continue to grow out of
control and recommends a year-round weed control program be implemented. [Attachment 1,
pages 3 and 4]

• Republic states that a weed control program will be implemented on these decks. [Republic's
report, page 5]

Lower Deck (Pilot Sage Mitigation Area):
• Saltbush species dominate the cover and is taller than other plant species. These species are

out-competing the endemic natives and should be selectively thinned. They are establishing
outside of the pilot project area and should be controlled to avoid spread of saltbush onto natural
native habitats. [Attachment 3, page 1]

• All bioswales and Salvia, Encelia, and Artemesia species look healthy in
appearance.[Attachment 3, page 1]

• Many new seedlings have emerged and hardened off, but they are still alive and are beginning to
show signs of returning to dormancy with leaf drop. [Attachment 3, page 1]

• ADG recommends reseeding of the pilot project area along with scarification and addition of straw
wattle placement. [Attachment 3, page 1]

• Two large California/San Diegan Tiger Whiptails (lizards) were spotted through the understory of
the Lower Deck. [Attachment 3, pages 1 and 5]

If you have any questions, please contact me at (626) 458-2186, Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. to
5:30 p.m.

RWB
Attach.


























































































