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November 30, 2015 
 
Pharmaceutical Working Group  
c/o Angelo J. Bellomo, REHS, QEP, 
Deputy Director for Health Protection 
5050 Commerce Drive 
Baldwin Park, CA 91706 
 
Re: Stakeholder Engagement in Development/Consideration of LA County 
Medicine Take-Back Program 
 
Dear Angelo J. Bellomo,  
 
On behalf of the Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed) – representing 
more than 155 business groups representing 275,000 employers with 3 million 
employees across our region, we are writing to express our deep concerns with the 
current medicine take-back program draft ordinance. We are pleased to count Los 
Angeles Department of Power and Water among our membership and have a history 
of win-win collaboration with LA County staff to help deliver good public policy 
for our region. Unfortunately, the draft ordinance does not appear to live up to 
those standards. 
 
Business stakeholders have eagerly participated in numerous meetings run by the 
County, working in good faith, hoping to effectively, efficiently, and fairly address the 
underlying problem of ensuring safe disposal of prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines and sharps.  However, this draft ordinance seems to totally ignore the input 
of affected industry stakeholders and basically just duplicates the Alameda County 
model.   

According to the County’s own information, this model has only recently been put in 
place in just three jurisdictions in the United States [Alameda County, City of San 
Francisco, San Francisco County]. Each of which have thus far failed to be 
implemented according to plan. In addition, while other countries have employed 
similar models, they have vastly different legal and regulatory constructs that don’t 
necessarily lend themselves to something American jurisdictions can simply duplicate.   

We are troubled that the County seems unwilling to consider the win-win approaches 
business stakeholders have suggested, approaches that are cost effective, consumer 
friendly, and having a greater chance of actually solving the problem.   

Therefore, we strongly encourage you direct County staff to go back to the 
drawing board and collaborate with stakeholders on a solution that is fair, 
reasonable, practical, and capable of delivering the intended results. BizFed continues 
to be committed to working with the Department of Public Works to consider all 
options and proven best-practices to ensure an effective, efficient, and equitable 
program that addresses the safe disposal of prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines. 

 
Sincerely, 

!

!
 

MC Townsend                     David Fleming         Tracy Rafter 
BizFed Chair           BizFed Founding Chair            BizFed Founding CEO 
Regional Black Chamber -                             IMPOWER, Inc. 
     San Fernando Valley 
 
CC: Mark Pestrella, Chief Deputy Director, LADPW; Pat Proano, Assistant Deputy 
Director; LA County Sheriff Jim McDonnell 
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