May 21, 2008

PLASTIC BAG NEWS ARTICLES

The following are a sample of recent news articles regarding plastic bags that may be of interest
to stakeholders.

‘Green monster' hits city
By Alison Hewitt, Pasadena Star News

PASADENA - The Colorado Boulevard lunch crowd looked alternately amused and bewildered
Wednesday by attacks from a bag monster.

The monster's appearance was staged by LUSH Cosmetics as part of an Earth Day campaign to
ban plastic bags in Pasadena in order to save the environment.

"A plastic bag! Give it to me!" shrieked LUSH employee Veronica Lauder-Chriss, lurching
down the sidewalk in her costume of 350 bags. She cajoled shoppers to "feed" the monster by
tying their plastic bags to her costume in exchange for a reusable canvas bag.

The bag monster's co-worker, Senica Sierra, also called on people to go green by signing a
petition to the mayor demanding that Pasadena ban plastic bags.

"You only use plastic bags for about five seconds for your groceries and then you throw them
away, but they don't break down," Sierra said. "They just build up in the environment."”

County residents use about 6 billion bags annually,

or 600 per person, and recycle less than 5 percent of them, according to Heal the Bay. Los
Angeles County recently created mandatory bag-reduction targets for grocery stores, and cities
like San Francisco have already banned plastic bags. A bill moving through the state assembly
could allow local governments to impose a per-bag fee.

Under attack by the bag monster Wednesday in Pasadena, Raymond Ray transferred his lunch
leftovers into one of the canvas bags, which he planned to add to the collection of reusable bags
he already uses for grocery shopping. Ray was one of the few passersby who didn't veer away or
speed-walk past the bizarre spectacle.

LUSH employees fashioned the monster costume with contributions from a bag drive and will
recycle the entire thing, Sierra said as she kept an eye on the synthetic creature.



"Oh, she's falling apart!" Sierra cried and snatched up two bags that had molted off the monster.
"That's not helping the environment."



Plastic bag fees proposal hits snag

By Alison Hewitt, San Gabriel Valley Tribune
04/20/2008

Support among Los Angeles County supervisors for a proposal that would charge shoppers 25
cents for each plastic shopping bag they use has dwindled after a state bill faltered last week in
Sacramento.

County officials supported and even helped write the bill that failed to pass a committee hearing
last week, although a compromise emerged that would allow local governments to levy their own
plastic bag fees.

But several local supervisors believe that anything less than a statewide fee would be too
piecemeal to be effective.

"We would like to use the tactic that has been most effective internationally, and that is a fee,"
said Karly Katona, deputy to Supervisor Yvonne B. Burke. "But a statewide fee is the best way
to do that, to create consistency."

Lawmakers, for the most part, agree that a fee for plastic bags is likely the best way to reduce
pollution and litter, and would probably encourage more consumers to switch to reusable bags.

But a bag fee for just Los Angeles County would affect only about 10 percent of the county's
population residing in the unincorporated areas, said Joel Bellman, spokesman for Supervisor
Zev Yaroslavsky.

"A modest fee in a very, very tiny part of the county, leaving most of the county's retail activity
totally unaffected, is just not going to be that effective,” Bellman said. "A statewide fee would
create a level playing field and uniformly apply the policy. That would not disadvantage

some retailers over others."

Although the county recently implemented mandatory bag reduction targets for large retailers,
supervisors Don Knabe and Michael Antonovich have never supported charging consumers extra
for plastic bags.

"Don has generally been supportive of efforts to reduce bag usage but not supportive of a per-
bag fee, because in his opinion it's essentially a tax," said Knabe's spokesman, David Sommers.

Antonovich agrees, said his deputy, Lori Glasgow. Imposing such a "tax™ unevenly makes it
worse, she said.

"If it's done on a jurisdiction-by-jurisdiction basis, it will hurt the jurisdictions that are next to
areas without a fee,” Glasgow said. "People will just go to the place that doesn't charge an extra
fee."



Kirsten James, the water quality director with Heal The Bay, which supports a fee, downplayed
that risk.

"I think that consumers like the ease of going to the grocery store that's down the street. So
especially with gas prices, | don't think consumers are going to drive even a few miles out of
their way just for free plastic bags,"” she said.

And while the county has cooled on the idea of imposing a bag fee, many cities would approve
it, provided the state Legislature lifted the current ban against local governments enacting such a
fee, James added.

"Los Angeles was interested in a fee, but (state law) barred them," she said. "We've seen a lot of
bans in the state because they couldn't do a fee ... A statewide fee, in our opinion, would
definitely be a lot easier because you wouldn't have different fees in different places.”

But Assemblyman Lloyd Levine, D-Van Nuys, who is one of three authors working on a
compromise bill, said he doesn't think people are ready for a statewide fee.

Under a propose compromise, a statewide fee on plastic bags would only take effect only if
retailers fail to reduce the number of bags they use by a certain percentage within a certain
number of years. Those figures are scheduled to be negotiated this coming week in Sacramento.

"People were afraid of an immediate fee, | think," Levine said. "My sense was that the fee was a
little too high and too immediate."

In Pasadena, city officials plan to hold public meetings next month to discuss options such as a
ban on plastic bags or a fee for their use.

Other cities, including Azusa and Pico Rivera, have already signed on to the county's mandatory
reduction targets, and at least 10 others have expressed interest, said Paul Alva, a senior civil
engineer with the county's Environmental Programs Division of the Department of Public
Works.

As word spreads about a possible 25-cent bag fee, it is "raising people's awareness about the
environmental problem of plastic bag litter,” Alva said. "Even if nothing more happens, just
raising awareness has been great."”



Earth Day to be observed locally
By Dan Abendschein, San Gabriel Valley Tribune
04/21/2008

Some will celebrate Earth Day this week by planting trees, some by riding bicycles, and some by
switching to reusable bags.

Events throughout Los Angeles County range from park get-togethers with green demonstrations
to city giveaways of free reusable bags.

Pasadena will hold its Greening the Earth Day and Family Arts Festival at Memorial Park on
Saturday from 10a.m. to 4 p.m.

The event will include exhibits on green power, recycling, hybrid vehicles, and green building
and sustainable design.

At 1:30 p.m., a bicycling group, Cyclists Inciting Change through Live Exchange, will lead a
bike tour leaving from the festival. The group will meet at the Levitt Pavilion.

The group will take cyclers of all ages and skill levels on a tour of Pasadena's best tree-lined
neighborhoods.

Other events include:

A live music concert at Covina's Northview High School at 5:30 p.m. today. Half of the profits
from the event will be donated to Earth-friendly organizations.

A tree planting in Diamond Bar will take place at Pantera Elementary School at 801 Pantera
Drive on Friday.

Cal State Los Angeles will hold an Earth Day celebration from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. today, with free
food.

The cities of Covina and South El Monte are both offering residents one reusable shopping bag
to give residents an incentive to cut down on plastic bag usage.

Longo Toyota, at 3534 N. Peck Road in EI Monte,

will host an all-day recycling event. The public is welcome to bring in old electronic appliances,
used motor oil, and can bring in office documents to be shredded.

Honda will be handing out reusable bags at several Pasadena locations: 11:30 a.m. to noon at the
Pasadena Farmer's Market at 363 E. Villa St. and 12:15 p.m. to 1 p.m. at Trader Joe's at 610 S.
Arroyo Parkway.



The Santa Anita Church, at 226 W. Colorado Blvd. in Arcadia, will hold a service Sunday to
celebrate the Earth. The service begins at 10 a.m.



Pitch plastic bags; Earth will thank us
Our view: A state legislator's battle to rid California of flimsy plastic bags is one worth fighting.
The Sun - 04/21/2008

Just in time for Earth Day comes news that Assemblyman Lloyd Levine's amped-up effort to
purge plastic bags has passed its first hurdle on the way to becoming state law.

AB 2058 passed the Assembly Natural Resources Committee on a 5-3 vote last week and now
moves to the Assembly Appropriations Committee for its blessing.

The bill continues the Sherman Oaks Demaocrat's fight against plastic bags: He authored the 2006
bill that requires supermarkets and pharmacies to recycle plastic bags and sell reusable bags.
Perhaps an inevitable follow-up to Levine's first bill, AB 2058 seeks to further clamp down on
the number of plastic bags consumed by requiring retailers to demonstrate a 35 percent reduction
in their use by July 2011 and a 70 percent reduction by July 2012. Retailers who fail to meet
those standards would be required to charge customers a 15-cent fee per bag, the proceeds of
which would be used to clean up litter locally.

Levine, a champion of environmental causes, cites the danger errant plastic bags pose to sea
birds each year. The environmental and economic costs of clean-up are a one-two punch to the
state's bottom line, he says.

The facts support him: Californians use more than 19 billion plastic bags each year, of which
only 4 percent are recycled. Annual clean-up costs to taxpayers are $285 million.

The California Retailers Association argues that lawmakers should give Levine's first bill more
time before establishing

fees to discourage use of plastic bags. The in-store recycling programs at grocers and pharmacies
began less than a year ago and have already doubled the number of bags being recycled.

We would argue that AB 2058 bill does give retailers time - several years, in fact, to show
marked improvement in reducing consumption of flimsy, throw-away bags that, in the end, do
little but litter our roads, neighborhoods and waterways.

And, in line with his efforts to treat our environment more kindly and gently by doing away with
plastic bags, Levine's bill treats retailers more kindly and gently than a now-stalled sister bill that
suggested slapping a 25-cent fee on plastic bags beginning in July 20009.

"Paper or plastic?" It's been a choice between the lesser of two evils for environmentally aware
consumers. We applaud Levine's effort to obliterate the question from our shopping lexicon and
urge legislators to put AB 2058 on the books.

And, while we're at it, we urge consumers to celebrate Earth Day by doing what they can today.
Pitch plastic bags in favor of the reusable versions sold in your local market.



Plastic bags facing a Palo Alto sunset
Kristina Peterson - Daily News

As Earth Day approached this year, Whole Foods Market in Palo Alto decided to short itself on
plastic bags.

That was more than two months before the chain's other stores nationwide stopped carrying
plastic bags.

"We really felt it was long overdue anyways," Christopher Wecks, spokesman for the Palo Alto
store, said Tuesday.

The high-end organic grocery store may soon have company in Palo Alto.

On Monday night, the City Council authorized a three-month study period during which local
supermarket and pharmacy representatives will work with city staff and community leaders to
develop ways to encourage residents to use cloth or other reusable bags when they go shopping.

Originally, city staff had intended to introduce a draft ordinance that would phase out plastic
bags over a six-month period. But the 12 supermarkets and large pharmacies that would be
affected asked in a meeting earlier this spring for time to come up with a more comprehensive
outreach and incentive plan, said Brad Eggleston, the city's manager of environmental control
programs.

"People weren't totally opposed to the idea, but some were worried that passing the ordinance as
itis ... would result in a shift to single-use paper bags, which are a lot more expensive,"
Eggleston said.

Typically, plastic bags cost between one and five cents, while paper bags run from five to 15
cents, he said.

So city staff and the representatives will return, likely

after the council's August break, with a comprehensive plan addressing not just the elimination
of free plastic bags, but also ideas for selling the public on the benefits of reusable bags through
promotions, incentives, discounts and possibly a fee placed on single-use plastic bags, Eggleston
said.

"We're trying to come up with new things to do to work in tandem with the ordinance that would
get a better shift over to reusables,” he said.

Mayor Larry Klein said that while he typically pushes for faster implementation of climate
change-related actions, in this case the extra three months might be worth the wait.



"We may get a buy-in from the industry,” Klein said Tuesday. "If we could get the enthusiastic
backing of the industry and come up with a more innovative approach, that would certainly be
worth the time."

Tim Shestek, director of state affairs for the American Chemistry Council, said that plastic bags
do not need to be entirely wiped out.

"Reusables have a place, but there will be some folks who continue to use single-use plastic
bags, and we want to encourage customers to recycle those bags,” Shestek said.

Recycled plastic bags can be used to make more bags or be turned into construction materials
such as composite decking, he said.

"That material is highly sought after," he added.

But at least at Whole Foods in Palo Alto, the end of plastic has led to rising demand for the
store's own "green bags," Wecks said.

Since the store announced in January it would be phasing out plastic bags, sales of reusable bags
have tripled, and people have been using them at more than double the rate before the
announcement, Wecks said.

The plastic bag ordinance and comprehensive plan are expected to come before the City Council
in September.



Plastic Bag Recycling Ordinance Passes Committee
NBC5.com
May 7, 2008

CHICAGO -- An ordinance that would require many Chicago retailers, especially groceries and
drug stores, to implement a plastic bag recycling program passed a City Council committee
Wednesday.

The measure, introduced by Ald. Margaret Laurino and Edward Burke, passed the City Council
Committee on Energy, Environmental Protection & Public Utilities Wednesday, according to a
release from Burke. It goes before the full Council on May 14.

Under the proposal, retailers whose gross receipts include at least 25 percent of sales from food
or pharmaceuticals would have to comply with the new law. The ordinance targets disposable
plastic check-out bags and requires retailers provide easily accessible collection bins in plain
view. Plastic bags used by the stores would also have to display the words, "Please reuse or
recycle at participating store."

The ordinance does not apply to restaurants, the release said. It would also not apply to stores
that do not typically sell food and pharmaceuticals, such as clothing, electronic and hardware
stores. Rather, it would focus on collecting disposable plastic bags from grocery and drug stores
because, according to the sponsors, they are the primary source of plastic bags in landfills.

"By providing customers with the option of returning plastic bags at these high-use locations, we
would save countless number of bags from clogging our landfills and make Chicago a more
environmentally-friendly city," Burke said.



Crafter gives recycling stylish twist
Diana Sholley, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin
05/12/2008

Anita Adame has been a checker at the Rancho Cucamonga Food 4 Less for years. She's seen
people with all kinds of wallets, purses, clutches and totes, from dime-store knock-offs to
designer labels.

However, when regular customer Barbara Dolge of Phelan came through her line with an
unusual, expensive-looking bag, Adame had to know where she got it.

"It looked like a soft wicker basket, maybe bamboo," said Adame, of Fontana. "I couldn't believe
it when she told me she made it from plastic grocery bags."

Even after close examination, it's difficult to tell that the mystery material is something seen
every day and given away for free.

"Everybody's so big on going green. She's found a great way to recycle,” Adame said. "The bags
are very strong and hold a lot. It's definitely something you could take to the beach. I told her she
should sell them."

Dolge, pronounced dole-G, had never thought about selling her bags.

She just makes them as a hobby, she said. However, she's had a number of inquires and is now
giving the idea some consideration.

"l don't even know what I'd charge,” Dolge said. "It wasn't even my idea."”

(Anyone interested in a bag can call Dolge and work out the details.)

Dolge explained that about two years ago, while taking a class in medical terminology, one of
the girls in the class came in with such a bag and challenged her classmates: "You can't touch it,
but can you guess what it's

made out of?"

"l was shocked when | found out, and | wanted to make one," said Dolge, a crafter who quickly
figured out the pattern.

It takes about 90 bags, cut up and crocheted together to make one "super" bag. She makes them
in various colors depending on where she shops.

Dolge lays the bags flat and cuts off the top handles and the bottom fold. She then cuts the bag in
one long strip, like someone peeling the skin from an apple.



Dolge is a married mother of two teenage girls - Ashley, 18, and Nicole, 16, whom she's taught
to crochet. She works two jobs in Rancho Cucamonga and does her crocheting on the side.

"When I'm out of bags, I tell my girls, "Let's go shopping,™ she said.

Making the grocery bag totes isn't the first esoteric endeavor Dolge has explored. About 10 years
ago, she started repairing cane chairs. Cane chairs are made from such materials as palms,
grasses, bamboo and rattan, woven into mesh to make up the seat and back of the chair.

Dolge became good at the craft and started Barbara's Secrets, a part-time business of repairing
the chairs.

Dolge's heard the rumors that stores might ban plastic bags to help the environment, but that
doesn't concern her.

"I'd be OK with it," she said. "I'm a big recycler and for all of us taking responsibility for the
environment. If they ban the bags, I'll bring in my own and find something else to make."



States Divided Over Plastic Bag Bans
Adam Morton, The Age
April 18, 2008

PLASTIC bag use will continue unchecked by governments in most states after environment
ministers yesterday failed to agree on a national ban or checkout levy.

Despite federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett having pledged to phase out plastic bags by
next year, a meeting of environment ministers in Melbourne yesterday agreed only to boost
research into biodegradable bags and work with retailers to cut their use.

As green groups expressed frustration, Victoria vowed to introduce its own pilot study into a bag
levy of 10 to 25 cents in partnership with major supermarket chains later this year.

South Australia went further, pledging to go it alone with a bag ban from January next year.

Mr Garrett denied the meeting had failed on plastic bags, but conceded his time frame would
blow out. He said there was no agreement on a ban, and he opposed charging households an
extra levy.

"What we've decided today is that there will not be a national mandated charge on plastic bags in
checkouts, but we do want to see increased action to reduce plastic bag use in the community,”
Mr. Garrett said.

But Jeff Angel, director of the Total Environment Centre, said the governments had failed to act
despite an alternative — recyclable green bags — available.

"Quite clearly the usefulness of the (environment ministers council) on the plastic bag issue has
expired," he said.

SA Environment Minister Gail Gago slammed the failure to reach a consensus. "It is extremely
disappointing that after six years (of meetings) we are not able to sign off on an agreement,"” she
said.

NSW said it would not act alone, but Victoria promised a trial with the Australian National
Retailers Association — representing Coles, Woolworths and Franklins — by about September.
Victorian Environment Minister Gavin Jennings said the trial would start at two sites. Once a
price was tested and agreed on, he estimated that plastic bags would be phased out in Victoria
within two years. The money raised would be spent on environmental projects.

"We think this scheme will set a precedent and a momentum across this nation to finally take
some action and get rid of plastic bags once and for all from our supermarkets,” he said. A report
on the trial would be expected in time for the next ministers meeting in November. Greens leader
Bob Brown criticised Victoria for supporting voluntary action from retailers.



The green revolution arrives for shopping bags
By KAREN DILLON, The Kansas City Star

It’s perhaps the most basic choice we face:

Paper or plastic?

As it turns out, both answers are wrong, environmentalists say. Paper and plastic each have
major drawbacks, and some areas nationwide are considering outright bans of plastic bags.

Now, as another Earth Day arrives, a third option is becoming popular here — the reusable cloth
bag.

Many grocery stores are offering reusable bags and some have gone even further.

Beginning today, for example, the Whole Foods stores nationwide and locally will no longer
offer plastic grocery bags. Instead shoppers may choose free paper bags made from recycled
paper, reusable bags made from recycled plastic bottles for 99 cents each or canvas bags that sell
for $6.95 to $35.

And area Price Choppers have begun offering incentives. They sell 99-cent reusable bags and
refund customers a nickel every time they use one.

“The consciousness level of the industry has been raised,” said Dennis Reilly, chief financial
officer for Consentino’s Price Chopper.

But that doesn’t mean plastic bags or paper will immediately go the way of the dinosaur.
Aside from Whole Foods, few grocers in the area are banning plastic bags entirely. They are
watching how that effort is playing out in other locations where the plastic bag industry is
fighting instead for mandatory recycling.

“We want to make sure it is the right decision before we jump into that arena,” said David Ball,
president of Ball’s Food, which owns Hen House grocery stores. Hen House has offered reusable
bags for 10 years and also recycles plastic bags.

Many cities and some states are trying to ban the fly-away non-biodegradable plastic bags. This
month Seattle announced plans to impose a 20-cent “green fee” on all disposable shopping bags,
aiming at both plastic and paper. The mayor says the city goes through 360 million disposable
bags each year.

San Francisco recently banned plastic bags, and Oakland, Calif., is considering a ban. New York
and New Jersey require retailers to recycle them, and California is considering a fee to pay for
recycling. China, which some consider to among the most ungreen countries in the world, just
announced a ban on the lightest plastic bags and a tax on others. In Ireland the plastic grocery
bag is almost extinct because of a 33-cent tax per bag. At least seven countries in Africa,
including Kenya, have bans or taxes.



So what’s the matter with paper and plastic?

Everything, says Phelps Murdock, president and CEO of Bridging The Gap, an environmental
group that operates recycling centers in the Kansas City area.

“The object is not to recycle,” Murdock said. “The objective is to get to a zero-waste economy. If
I have a bag that will last 10 years or 20 years, why do | want to have something that I have to
send to a landfill?”

That’s where many plastic bags end up. Or they fly into the landscape or float off in rivers, lakes
and oceans. They can take 1,000 years to decompose, in the meantime killing wildlife and
marine life.

It’s not surprising, then, that many believe paper sacks are more green. Not true, say many
experts.

Paper sacks, for example, generate 50 times more water pollutants than plastic and take more
than four times as much energy to produce, according to the Environmental Protection Agency.
But plastic bags, like cigarette butts, are everywhere, and for that reason have garnered a much
worse reputation than paper.

More than 100 billion plastic shopping bags are estimated to be used in the United States
annually, according to The Wall Street Journal.

In Kentucky, journalist James Bruggers documented a plastic bag that clung to a tree outside his
office at the Louisville Courier-Journal for 171 days before floating off. The bag, dubbed “Will |
B Banned” by a reader, weathered snow, ice, wind and nearby tornadoes.

In Portland, Ore., take heed if you plan to ride the bus carrying plastic grocery bags, says Andy
Graham, a public relations specialist at the Mid-America Regional Council, who used to live
there.

Graham said he once witnessed a woman get on the bus with eight or nine bags strung along her
arms like bracelets. Bus riders eyed her, and one woman took her to task for using plastic instead
of cloth.

The American Chemistry Council is fighting the negative stereotype plastic bags have and
created Progressive Bag Affiliates, which represents plastic bag manufacturers, to promote the
good side of plastic and lobby governments for stricter recycling laws.

Keith Christman, senior director of Progressive Bag Affiliates, says many groceries recycle
plastic bags and have bins near doors to return the bags.

Christman said the bag can be reused around the home as trash can liners, and as litter bags for
diapers and pet waste.



“They’re a good environmental choice,” Christman said. “We agree that litter is a problem.
Plastic bags don’t belong on the street somewhere, and we are working with people to keep
American beautiful.

“Keeping those cloth bags clean could become a challenge.” Vincent Cobb, founder of
reusablebags.com in Chicago, said reusable bags hit the nation’s radar screen about two years
ago when San Francisco passed a tax. He now has 120,000 customers across the country.
Many cloth and canvas bags carry the insignia of a store.

“It’s something that is in the home and it is being reused and it has our logo on it,” said David
Patrick, senior vice president and marketing officer for Westlake Ace Hardware. “It is not all that
great to have our name on something in the trash.”

The hardware company is about to launch a promotion with bags that carry the logo “Garden
Party,” Patrick said.

Paper or plastic?

Paper bags: «Generate 50 times more water pollutants than plastic bags.

*Weigh nine times more than plastic, taking up more landfill space.

*Take much more energy to recycle and manufacture than plastic.

Plastic bags: *Were introduced in 1977 but now account for four of every five grocery bags.
*Are made from polyethylene, which comes from crude oil and natural gas — nonrenewable
resources.

*Get recycled at only a 1 percent rate, compared to 20 percent for paper.



Malibu passes plastic bag ban
By Jonathan Friedman, The Malibu Times
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 2:32 PM PDT

Following presentations by local students and representatives from environmental groups, the
Malibu City Council on Monday unanimously approved a ban on plastic bags in Malibu. The
passage of the prohibition was expected since all the council

members had publicly endorsed it prior to the meeting.

"The action by the City Council sends a clear message that the city is serious about its quest to
clean, preserve and protect our ocean and marine life," said Mayor Pamela Conley Ulich in a
statement released on Tuesday.

The ban applies to all kinds of non-reusable plastic bags. City staff had only proposed a ban on
non-decomposable plastic bags, with an option for the council to outlaw decomposable ones as
well.

However, the council decided to go with the latter option. The law applies to all businesses
within the city and city properties. It does not ban single-use, plastic produce bags.

The ordinance goes into effect in six months for grocery stores, food vendors, restaurants,
pharmacies and city facilities.

After one year, all other retailers and vendors must comply.

Although other cities have banned plastic bags, most of them have only done it for grocery stores
and pharmacies.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in January voted to reduce plastic bag usage by
enacting voluntary reductions of 30 percent by 2010 and 65 percent by 2013.

Mayor Conley Ulich also wanted the city to look into creating a tax on paper bags, as suggested
by the environmental group Heal the Bay. But to do that, a study would need to be conducted on
the feasibility of a fee and what it would be.

Conley Ulich wanted city staff to begin the process for conducting such a study, but her council
colleagues said they were concerned about whether the staff had time to do that now, a concern
shared by City Manager Jim Thorsen.

"We have so many things on our plate ... certainly adding more items on the agenda may impact
our storm water program [Legacy Park project]," Thorsen said.

Conley Ulich then countered that she believed the bag ban was part of the greater picture of
storm water management.

At its quarterly review meeting earlier this month, the council established a set of priorities for
city staff. Mayor Pro Tem Andy Stern and Councilmember Sharon Barovsky asked Thorsen to



come back to the council at a later meeting with information about how the staff can fit the paper
bag issue onto their list.

Santa Monica's city staff is currently working on an ordinance proposal of its own for a plastic
bag ban and a possible tax on paper bags to go before that City Council this summer. Thorsen
said Malibu might be able to use Santa Monica's information, if it is completed, to relieve some
of the work this city staff would have to do.

Heal the Bay Executive Director Mark Gold said at Monday's meeting he did not want the plastic
bag ordinance to lead to an increase in paper bag usage because it would be "moving the problem
from one waste stream to another,"” but he acknowledged that doing something about paper bags
would take some work.

"This global marine crisis [with plastic bags] is what you're dealing with right now," Gold said.

According to the city staff report drafted by Malibu Environmental Programs Coordinator
Jennifer Voccola for Monday's meeting, plastic bags are carried by the wind and pollute the local
watershed and storm drain system in addition to causing other non-marine pollution.

Voccola and others at the meeting said the most ideal situation would be for people to use
reusable bags when shopping.

The council also heard from students of Malibu High School's Environmental Club and the
Malibu Boys and Girls Club's "Green Teens" group. The students relayed various alarming
pieces of information about the problems with plastic bags and other forms of plastic, and
encouraged the council to approve the plastic bag ban.

The Green Teens are selling $10 reusable bags that state "Green is the new black and plastic is so
last year." The bags are going to be sold in front of the local grocery stores and be available at
the club’s Web site, www.malibuyouth.org. The money raised will go toward more programs for
the Green Teens.






PASSED, APPOVED AND ADOPTED THIS 7t DAY OF APRIL, 2008

_~George Mirabal, Mayor

A VU U SO

©ATTEST: | .

Dubls

Rebecca Valde? City Clerk

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

| )

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

)

CITY OF BELL )
| Rebecca Valdez, City Clerk of the City of Bell, California, do hereby certify that the
attached and foregoing Resolution No. 2008-12 was duly adopted by the City Council of the City of

‘Bell and approved by the Mayor at a regular meeting thereof held on an the same was adopted by
the following vote, to wit:

AYES: Councilmember Cole, Hernandez, Jacobo, Vice Mayor Bello and Mayor
Mirabal
NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

* "Rebeadd Valddz,|Ciy Clerk

Resolution No. 2008-12
April 7, 2008
20f2 -
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RESOLUTION NO. 08-6585

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HERMOSA BEACH, CALIFORNIA, TO JOIN THE LOS ANGELES

COUNTY SINGLE-USE BAG REDUCTION AND RECYCLING
PROGRAM.

WHEREAS, on january 22, 2008, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors adopted
a comprehensive program to reduce consumption and increase recycling of carryout plastic bags in
the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County, with the goal of decreasing the disposal rate by
30 percent by July 1, 2010, and by 65 percent by July 1, 2013, with the provision that failure to
achieve these goals triggers action to establish a ban on plastic bags at affected stores; and,

WHEREAS, each year, approximately 6 billion plastic carryout bags are consumed in Los
Angeles County, the equivalent of 600 bags per person per year, with less than five percent being
recycling; and,

WHEREAS, due to their propensity to become litter, plastic carryout bags cause harm to
marine animals and other aquatic life, and have a significant negative impact on our quality of life
and the environment; and,

WHEREAS, in Los Angeles County, local governments and State agencies spend tens of]
millions of dollars each year on prevention, cleanup, and enforcement activities to reduce litter at
beaches, waterways, parks and roads; and,

WHEREAS, as demonstrated in other counties as well as other communities in the United
States, the widespread use of reusable bags is extremely effective in reducing plastic bag
consumption and plastic bag litter; and,

WHEREAS, the use of reuéable bags can be increased and consumption of carryout plastic

bags reduced through a combination of supermarket and retail store employee training, incentives,

and public education programs; and,
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RESOLUTION NO. __6346

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PICO
RIVERA ADOPTING THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SINGLE-USE
BAG REDUCTION AND RECYCLING PROGRAM

WHEREAS, each year approximately 6 billion plastic carryout bags are consumed
in Los Angeles County, the equivalent of 600 bags per person per year, with less than five
percent being recycled; and

WHEREAS, due to their propensity to become litter, plastic carryout bags cause
harm to marine animals and other aquatic life, and have a significant negative impact on our
quality of life and the environment; and

WHEREAS, in Los Angeles County, local governments and State agencies spend
tens of millions of dollars each year on prevention, cleanup, and enforcement activities to
reduce litter at beaches, waterways, parks and roads; and

WHEREAS, as demonstrated in other countries as well as other communities in the
United States, the widespread use of reusable bags is extremely effective in reducing plastic
bag consumption and plastic bag litter; and

WHEREAS, the use of reusable bags can be increased and consumption of carryout
plastic bags reduced through a combination of supermarket and retail store employee
training, incentives, and public education programs; and

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles County's program provides a framework for shared
responsibility among stakeholders, incorporation of measurable goals and monitoring the
use and recycling of plastic bags.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. That the City of Pico Rivera adopts developing and implementing the
Los Angeles County Program to Reduce Plastic Carryout Bag Litter (Attachment I),
including imposition of the ban on carryout plastic bags at affected stores if established
disposal rate reduction goals are not met, and coordinating legislative advocacy efforts, as
appropriate.



RESOLUTION NO. _6346
Page 2

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 8" day of April _2008.

Loi3ol

Ron Beilke, Mayor

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

" Gloria J. Oroscq))éhief Deputy City Clerk rmold M. Avarez-Glasman, City Attorney

AYES: Archuleta, Armenta, Gallegos-Smith, Salcido, Mayor Beilke
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None



RESOLUTION NO. 2008-04-5676

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF SIGNAL HILL, CALIFORNIA, AGREEING TO JOIN
THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SINGLE-USE BAG
REDUCTION AND RECYCLING PROGRAM

WHEREAS, on January 22, 2008, the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors adopted a comprehensive program to reduce consumption and increase
recycling of carryout plastic bags in the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County,
with the goal of decreasing the disposal rate by 30 percent by July 1, 2010, and by 65
percent by July 1, 2013, with the provision that failure to achieve these goals triggers

action to establish a ban on plastic bags at affected stores; and

WHEREAS, each year, approximately 6 billion plastic carryout bags are
consumed in Los Angeles County, the equivalent of 600 bags per person per year, with

less than five percent being recycled; and

WHEREAS, due to their propensity to become litter, plastic carryout bags
cause harm to marine animals and other aquatic life, and have a significant negative

impact on our quality of life and the environment; and

WHEREAS, in Los Angeles County, local governments and State
agencies spend tens of millions of dollars each year on prevention, cleanup, and

enforcement activities to reduce litter at beaches, waterways, parks, and roads; and

WHEREAS, as demonstrated in other countries as well as other
communities in the United States, the widespread use of reusable bags is extremely

effective in reducing plastic bag consumption and plastic bag litter, and

WHEREAS, the use of reusable bags can be increased and consumption
of carryout plastic bags reduced through a combination of supermarket and retail store

employee training, incentives, and public education programs; and

Resolution No. 2008-04-5676
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WHEREAS, the County’s program provides a framework for shared
responsibility among stakeholders, incorporating measurable goals and monitoring the

use and recycling of plastic bags; and

WHEREAS, the County has extended an invitation to the City of Signal
Hill, California, and other cities to participate in this program by sharing ideas and

coordinating efforts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of

Signal Hill, California, as follows:

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Signal Hill agrees to
participate in the County of Los Angeles Single-Use Bag Reduction and Recycling

Program.

Section 2.  The City Manager or his designee is instructed to coordinate
with the County of Los Angeles in developing and implementing the Program, including
imposition of the ban on carryout plastic bags at affected stores if established disposal
rate reduction goals are not met, and coordinating legislative advocacy efforts, as

appropriate.

Section 3.  The City Attorney is instructed to work with the City Manager
or his designee, in consultation with the County of Los Angeles, in preparing an
Ordinance for adoption by the City Council providing for any appropriate measures

deemed necessary to fully implement the Program within the City.
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City
Council of the City of Signal Hill, California, this 22" day of April 2008.

rlt/lﬂfYHcﬁlEL J. Nb@ /

ATTEST: L
//M \3 /;

”’ T A e 7/ / ;@’? o ¢ 0
KATHLEEN L. PACHECO
CITY CLERK
STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss.
CITY OF SIGNAL HILL )

|, KATHLEEN L. PACHECO, City Clerk of the City of Signal Hill, California,
hereby certify that Resolution No. 2008-04-5676 was adopted by the City Council of the
City of Signal Hill, California at a regular meeting held on the 22nd day of April 2008,
and that the same was adopted by the following vote:

AYES: MAYOR NOLL, VICE-MAYOR WARD,
COUNCIL MEMBERS FORESTER, HANSEN, WILSON

NOES: NONE
ABSENT:  NONE

ABSTAIN: NONE /

KATHLEENJ: PACHECO
CITY CLERK
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