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Key Recommended Actions for the Waste Sector

• ARB and CalRecycle will lead the development of program(s) to eliminate disposal of organic
materials at landfills. Options to be evaluated will include: legislation, direct regulation, and inclusion
of landfills in the Cap-and-Trade Program. If legislation requiring businesses that generate organic
waste to arrange for recycling services is not enacted in 2014, then ARB, in concert with CalRecycle,
will initiate regulatory action(s) to prohibit/phase out landfilling of organic materials with the goal of
requiring initial compliance actions in 2016.

• ARB and CalRecycle will identify and execute financing/funding/incentive mechanisms for in-State
infrastructure development to support the Waste Management Sector goals. Mechanisms to be
considered will include the Cap-and-Trade Investment Plan; loan, grant, and payment programs;
LCFS pathways; CPUC proceedings (e.g. biogas from anaerobic digestion and Renewable Market
Adjusting Tariff); and offset protocols for recycling, composting, anaerobic digestion, and biomass.

• ARB will lead a process of identifying and recommending actions to address cross-California agency
and federal permitting and siting challenges associated with composting and anaerobic digestion. As
the first step, ARB convened a working group in 2013 made up of representatives from CalRecycle,
SWRCB, and local air districts to identify challenges and potential solutions. A working group report
will be released in mid-2014.

• ARB will explore and identify opportunities for additional methane control at new and existing
landfills, and increase the utilization of captured methane for waste already in place as a fuel source
for stationary and mobile applications. If determined appropriate, amend the Landfill Methane
Regulation and/or move landfills into the Cap-and-Trade Program (2016/17).

• ARB and CalRecycle will develop new emission reduction factors to estimate GHG emission
reduction potential for various recycling and remanufacturing strategies. To the extent data are
available, these factors will include upstream and downstream emissions impacts.

• CalRecycle and the Department of General Services will need to take the lead in improving the
State procurement of recycled-content materials through the State Agency Buy Recycled Campaign
reform. Recommended improvements need to be identified by 2014, along with a plan for
implementing the identified improvements.
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