
May 20, 2010

TO: Facility and Plan Review Subcommittee Members

FROM: Emiko Thompson
Staff

STAFF REPORT
PROGRESS OF REVEGETATION AT SUNSHINE CANYON LANDFILL

Based on the quarterly status reports regarding revegetation efforts at the Sunshine
Canyon Landfill, along with concerns expressed by adjacent communities over the lack
of progress in vegetation growth, the Task Force sent a letter to Browning-Ferris
Industries (BFI)/Republic Services on March 25, 2010, requesting BFI, among other
things, to provide a work plan with specific deadlines to achieve reliable plant growth,
and for BFI to consult other landfill operators regarding proven methods.

In response, Kurt Bratton, General Manager of the Landfill, sent a letter to the Task
Force on April 15, 2010, stating that BFI would continue to provide quarterly status
reports and incorporate best practices from a variety of sources. During Task Force's
meeting on April 15, 2010, the Task Force expressed dissatisfaction with BFI's
response letter, which lacked details and did not address the Task Force's specific
requests. As a result, BFI sent a second letter on April 20, 2010 (copy attached),
including a Work Plan for the next 12-month period.

Subsequent to the Task Force meeting, Mike Mohajer, Betsey Landis, and staff toured
the Landfill on May 5, 2010, along with Wayde Hunter of North Valley Coalition and
Becky Bendikson of Granada Hills North Neighborhood Council. The tour consisted of
both the County and City portions of the Landfill including the southern berm area
affected by the Sesnon and Sayre fires. Re-growth in some of the fire-damaged
eucalyptus trees were observed, and it was also noted that oak trees were planted as
required by the City.

Staff reviewed BFI's April 20, 2010, letter and as detailed in the attached Summary
Table, the Task Force's request was not fully addressed. However, BFI has committed
to a series of planned actions between now through spring 2011, and is required to
comply with the attached Order for Abatement issued by the South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD), which includes a mandate for BFI to prepare a
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revegetation plan to restore the vegetation damaged by the wildfires of 2008 and
complete revegetation in the southern areas of the Landfill by August 31, 2010.

In addition, the County Department of Regional Planning is taking steps to ensure that
BFI complies with the revegetation requirements of the Landfill's Conditional Use Permit
by their letter dated May 19, 2010 (copy attached), requesting BFI to submit a revised
revegetation plan to incorporate stakeholder comments.

Based on staff's review of BFI's response letter of April 20, 2010, the site visit, and the
pending enforcement actions being taken by the SCAQMD and the County, staff
recommended that the Subcommittee:

1. Suspend further action until after:
a. BFI completes planting in the Southern Berm areas of the landfill as

required by the SCAQM
b. BFI develops a revised revegetation plan and obtain necessary approval

from the appropriate County agency
2. Instruct staff to monitor BFI's progress regarding item (1) above and in the

interim provide monthly updates to the Subcommittee.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (626) 458-3521, Monday through
Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

LL:my
P:\sec\FPRSM 05-10

Attach.
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 Task Force’s Letter 
Dated March 25, 2010 

BFI’s Response Letter 
Dated April 20, 2010 

Staff’s Remarks 

1. Develop a work plan including 
specific deadlines for 
achieving reliable plant 
growth. 

 Sunshine Canyon developed a revegetation work plan for 
the next 12 months in consultation with the Site's 
consulting restoration specialist.  

 Temporary hydro-seed vegetation cover will continue to 
be applied to interim slopes that are projected to be 
inactive for more than 180 days. 
 

City Side  

 Coastal Sage Top Deck Area will continue to be monitored, 
and weeds will be controlled. 

 In fall 2010, bare areas of the Top Deck will have a soil 
amendment seeding plan. 

 
County Side  

 Regular monitoring will continue.  

 Irrigation will be modified or discontinued based on 
recommendation of the Site’s consulting specialist.  

 In summer 2010, V-ditches and terraces that were eroded 
will have a repair plan. 

 In summer 2010, soil amendment tests will be completed 
and a soil amendment plan will be developed. 

 In fall 2010, the Site will implement the soil amendment 
plan to optimize the growth. 

 In fall 2010, the Site will implement a seed plan. 

BFI’s work plan does not address how 
reliable plant growth will be achieved.   
However, since BFI has committed a series 
of progressive actions to a schedule 
between now through spring 2011, it is 
staff’s recommendation that we continue to 
monitor BFI’s progress according to its plan 
and inform the Subcommittee of any 
deficiencies or lack of progress. 
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 Task Force’s Letter 
Dated March 25, 2010 

BFI’s Response Letter 
Dated April 20, 2010 

Staff’s Remarks 

2. Consult with the County 
Sanitation Districts of Los 
Angeles County and other 
landfill operators regarding 
their methods on successful 
revegetation, such as utilizing 
container plants. Based on 
the findings, formulate a plan 
to incorporate proven 
methods as early as the end 
of this year. 

 By summer 2010, SCL will contact and consult other 
landfills to inquire which mitigation efforts have worked 
for their sites, and may be applicable to SCL under its 
current Conditional Use Permit and Zoning conditions. 

 In fall 2010, the Site will investigate and incorporate 
successful best practices for revegetation at other landfills. 

BFI indicated that it would consult other 
landfill operators regarding proven 
methods, and report their findings in their 
next quarterly status reports. Concurrently, 
BFI is also required to submit a revegetation 
plan to SCAQMD by June1, 2010, and 
complete planting by August 31, 2010 (see 
Item No. 4 below). 
 

3. Include an update regarding 
the above plan and 
consultation efforts in BFI’s 
next quarterly status report 
to the Task Force pursuant to 
Condition 18 of the Finding of 
Conformance granted to BFI 
on December 18, 2008. 

 Sunshine Canyon Landfill will continue to provide updates 
on the progress of revegetation plans and consultations 
with other landfills as part of the quarterly FOC reports. 

BFI plans to provide updates to these 
requested actions by the Task Force in their 
upcoming quarterly reports. BFI’s response 
regarding this item appears adequate. 
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 Task Force’s Letter 
Dated March 25, 2010 

BFI’s Response Letter 
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Staff’s Remarks 

4. Forwarding to the Task Force 
a copy of the vegetation plan 
that is required by South 
Coast Air Quality 
Management District’s Order 
for Abatement, issued on 
March 24, 2010. 

 The Site will be conducting an investigation for Condition 
#9 of the SCAQMD Order of Abatement.  

 Upon approval by SCAQMD, a copy of the Revegetation 
Work Plan will be provided to the Task Force. 

Condition #9 of the Order for Abatement 
requires BFI to submit a revegetation plan 
by June1, 2010 to address the following and 
complete planting by August 31, 2010: 
 
i. Augmenting (through the planting of 

trees and shrubs) the existing 
vegetation that remains in the Southern 
Berm areas of the landfill after the 
recent Sesnon and Sayre fires; 

ii. Planting of trees in areas on the 
Southern Berm of the landfill where 
there are no remaining trees, including 
the appropriate height for newly-
planted trees;  

iii. Maintaining of plants to maturity; and 
iv. Replacement of dead plants or trees, 

including the timing of replacement. 
 
Staff will provide an update to the Task 
Force upon receipt of the plan. 
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April 20, 2010 

Gail Farber 
Director - County of Los Angeles Public Works 
Integrated Waste Management Task Force 
900 South Fremont Ave. 
Alhambra, CA 91802-1460 

Re: Progress of Re-vegetation Efforts at Sunshine Canyon Landfill (SCL) 

Dear Ms. Farber, 

This letter is in respon e to the letter dated March 25, 2010, from the Los Angeles County Solid 
Waste Management Committee/Integrated Waste Management Task Force regarding the status 
of re-vegetation required by condition 44 of RCUP 00-194-(5). 

In consultation with the Site's consulting restoration specialist Sunshine Canyon has developed 
the below Revegetation Work Plan. The Work Plan covers the Site's approach for 
approximately the next 12-months. The work plan is consistent with revised Coastal Sage Scrub 
and Interim Cover Revegetation Plan approved by the County of Los Angeles in 2008 which 
covers interim slopes, City Side Mitigation and County Side Mitigation. Sunshine Canyon 
LandfiI1 wiI1 include and incorporate current best management practices the as part of the 2010-
2011 growing season planting plan. 

Revegetation Work Plan (Summer 2010 through Spring 2011): 

Interim Slopes: 

On and ongoing basis SCL will continue to apply temporary hydro-seed vegetation cover to all 
interim slopes projected to be inactive for greater than 180 days. 

City Side Mitigation (Top Deck): 

Ongoing: 

The Site will continue schedule monitoring and complete aggressive weed control measures the 
through Spring/Summer 2010 on the City Side Coastal Sage Top Deck Area. 
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Fall 2010: 

The site will develop a soil amendment seeding plan for the bare areas of the Top Deck 
for implementation in the Fall of 2010. 

County Side Mitigation Plan: 

Ongoing Efforts: 

SCL will continue to regular monitoring by consulting restoration specialists; and 

Modify or discontinue irrigation in areas as recommended by our consulting specialist. 

Summer 20 I 0: 

The site will develop a solution to repair V-ditche and terraces which have been eroded 
and may impact the mitigation area during the rainy season; 

Along with the consulting specialist, SCL staff will complete soil amendment test plots 
and prepare 2010 soil amendment plan; and 

SCL will contact and consult with other landfills to inquire which mitigation efforts have 
worked for their ites, and may be applicable to SCL under its Current RCUP and Zoning 
conditions. 

Fall 2010: 

In the fall month of 2010, the site will implement soil amendment plan in a manner 
which optimize the growth capability of the seeds or plants planted as determined by the 
consulting specialist; 

SCL will implement seed plan; and, 

Investigate and incorporate succes ful best practices revegetation at other consulting 
county sanitation districts and other landfill operations. 

Follow Up on Other Orders and Conditions: 

Condition 18 Updates to the Task Force: 

Sunshine Canyon Landfill will continue to provide updates on the progress of re
vegetation plans and consultations with other landfills as part of the quarterly FOC 
reports. 
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AQMD Vegetation Plan: 

The site will also be conducting an investigation for Condition #9 of the SCAQMD Oder 
of Abatement. This condition requires SCL to augment existing vegetation that remains 
on the southern berm following the damage caused by the Sesnon and Sayre fIres. In 
consultation with appropriate regulatory bodies, consulting restoration specialists and the 
impacted public, SCLF must submit a plan to the SCAQMD by June 1,2009. SCLF will 
be provide the Task Force a copy of the Revegetation Work Plan once approved by 
SCAQMD. 

Conclusion: 

If the Task Force has any questions please contact Kurt Bratton at (818) 833-6504 
KBratton@republicservices.com or Susan Jenning, Environmental Manager at (818) 
833-6514 SJennings4@republicservices.com . 

SinceIi ly, 

~~~4--
Kurt Bratton 
Vice President/General Manager 
Republic Services. Inc 
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