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dant krill has attracted the migrating whales to the waters near the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.

Blue whales dine in
treacherous waters

Endangered manﬁmals, increasingly feeding near
shipping lanes, are at risk of being hit and killed
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The waters near the nation's largest

port complex hav

feeding ground for increasing numbersof  Daily appearances by the worlds larg-

blue whales, putting the endangered ani-
mals at greaterrisk of being hit and killed
by the enormous ships moving in and out
of the harbor, according to researchers
who've been tracking them for nearly two
years.

The whales, which migrate along the
coast of California and are regularly spot-
ted from May to December, are congre-

_ gating in such numbers in the midst of

spothas become “the area of densest con-
centration close to shore in all of Califor-

. nia,” said research scientist John Calam-

est animal feeding along an underwater
drop-off outside Los Angeles Harbor
have been a huge draw for sightseers. But

the underwaterbuffet of krill, the shrimp-,

like crustaceans the whales feast on, isin
the path of a major shipping lane and
puts them in danger of being hit and
killed by vessels leaving the port.

“While thisis a unique and exciting op-
portunityto have these animals out here,

th.isvirtualﬁ'eewayo_f shiptrafficthatthe it also Iii.lts [See Whales, AA5]

ALLEN J. SCHABEN Los Angeles Times

SIGHTINGS ARE NO FLUKE: A blue whale begins a dive off the coast of the Palos Verdes Peninsula. Abun-
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The U.S. Preventive|
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ing to reports circul

- Thursday.
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disease prevention po
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The chairwoman
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Moyer of Baylor Colle
Medicine in Houston,
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Whales
SWIMm in
busy
waters
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[Whales, from AA1]

them at great risk,” said Ca-
lambokidis, co-founder of
the Olympia, Wash.-based
Cascadia Research Collec-
tive. 7

Over the last decade,
dozens of whales off the Cali-
fornia coast have been in-
Jjured or killed by ships, and
scientists think the slowly
recovering population of
about 2,500 West Coast blue
whales is especially vulnera-
ble.

Four blue whales were
struck and killed by vessels
in 2007 near the Channel Is-
lands National Marine Sanc-
tuary off the coast of Santa
Barbara, raising the alarm of
federal wildlife officials, who
now monitor the whales
from the air and use their co-
ordinates to issue notices
asking freighters to volun-
tarily slow down.

With the increase in blue
whales near the Los Ange-
les-Long Beach port com-
plex, Calambokidis said,
“now we're worried about
here.”

For two years, Calambo-
kidis has headed the project
to photograph, tag and keep
tabs on whales that feed
near the shipping lanes. In-
terns for the Aquarium of
the Pacific accompany tour-
ists aboard twice-a-day
whale watching trips by
Harbor Breeze Cruises to
photograph and mark coor-
dinates of the few dozen blue
whales that have taken to
grazing about 5 miles off the
Los Angeles coast.

As part of the ongoing
work, researchers in an in-
flatable motorboat ap-
proach a whale and use a
long pole to press- a shoe-
sized tracking device equip-
ped with a suction cup to its
back as it surfaces. The
bright orange transmitters
are designed to fall off after
less than 24 hours.

An80-foot whale whose
~ tag was scooped from the

- ocean Tuesday is a regular

it

When researchers tagged
the same whale a week be-
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BEAUTY IN PERIL: A two
Long Beach and Los Angeles

Slos Anaeles Times

The path of a blue whale outfitted with a tracking device
shows it spending much of a day in late September
feeding near shipping lanes before swimming north.
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fore, they downloaded data
that revealed a typical be-
havior pattern. The animal
spent most of the day just
outside the port, diving as
deep as1,000feet. Afterdark,
it stayed near the surface,
perhapstorest, and swamto
the Santa Monica Bay. The
tagwaseventually recovered
in the South Bay.

The GPS tracking device
records the whale’s coordi-
nates each time it surfaces,
measures how deep it dives
and how it reacts to passing
ships. Some are equipped

- with acoustic sensors that

record the animals’ low-fre-

“To me, it’s the height of
irresponsibility to eliminate
protections against fraud

Sa.
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LoRRAINE WANG Los Angeles Times

disturbing pattern: At night,
the whales spend twice as
much time lingering near
the surface, where they are
most vulnerable to being hit
by ships. And they show no
sign of trying to avoid
approaching container
ships. :

For reasons that are not
yet understood, the whales
often draw closer to the ves-
sels, increasing the odds of a
collision.

A better understanding

Photogre

-year study has found that endangered blue whales are congregating in rich fee
. But those waters can be dangerous to the world’s largest animal because of he:

GETTING CLOSER: John Calambokidis directs Ds
Christopher, toward a tag that had gathered data or

tion groups have petitioned
the Obama administration
for a speed limit through
California’s national marine
sanctuaries,

Later during the re-
search trip on Tuesday, Ca-
lambokidis spotted a group
of whales surfacing to
breathe as a fully loaded
cargo ship cruised by.
“These whales are in the out-

bound shipping lane,”
said. Among them was t
regular — the same whi
they had just retrieved t
tracking device from. He ¢
recognize the individual
its skinny dorsal fin a
unique pattern of da
blotches, markings that a
like fingerprints but ew
more detailed.

It's not surprising t

of the whales’ behavior in
busy waters could help au- i

routes to avoid whale feed-
ing grounds, while conserva-

maintain and pay for health
coverage while women are
on maternity leave, under
SB 299 by Sen. Noreen Ev-

(D-San o s 3
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disturbing pattern: At night,
the whales spend twice as
much time lingering near
the surface, where they are
most vulnerable to being hit
by ships. And they show no
sign of frying to avoid !
approaching container
ships. :

For reasons that are not
yet understood, the whales
often draw closer to the ves-
sels, increasing the odds of a
collision.

A better understanding
of the whales’ behavior in

busy waters could help au- |

GETTING CLOSER: John Calambokidis directs Dan Salas, the captain of the
Christopher, toward a tag that had gathered data on a blue whale.

tion groups have petitioned
the Obama administration
for a speed limit through
California’s national marine
sanctuaries.

Later during the re-
search trip on Tuesday, Ca-
lambokidis spotted a group
of whales surfacing to
breathe as a fully loaded
cargo ship cruised by
“These whales arein the out-

bound shipping lane,” he
said. Among them was the
regular — the same whale
they had just retrieved the
tracking device from. He can
recognize the individual by
its skinny'dorsal fin and
unique pattern of dark
blotches, markings that are
like fingerprints but even
more detailed.

It’s not surprising the

abundant food has the crea-
ture coming back again and
again.

“They’re constantly in
this mode of looking for a
place tofeed,” Calambokidis
said. “So when they find a
patch of prey, they stick
around for a while.”

. tony.barboza

@latimes.com
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rate them from ship traffic.
Ocean carriers are backinga
proposal to alter shipping
routes to avoid whale feed-
ing grounds, while conserva-
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