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San Gabriel River

The 2013 Integrated Regional Water Management Plan Update provides a 20-year pathway for the Greater Los Angeles County Region to facilitate and conduct collaborative planning.


The purpose of this Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Plan is to define a clear vision and direction for the sustainable management of water resources in the Greater Los Angeles County (GLAC) Region for the next 20 years, to present the basic information regarding possible solutions and the costs and benefits of those solutions, and to inspire the Region and potential funding partners outside this Region. Moreover, it is to adopt solutions that make sense, are good for the community, and are economically feasible.

The Region acknowledged in early 2006 an intention to develop the initial plan which identified a comprehensive set of solutions to achieve objectives over the next 20 years for water supply (including reduced dependence on imported water supply and cleanup of local groundwater and stormwater), in-stream water quality, habitat improvement, and additional parks and open space, particularly in disadvantaged communities. The initial IRWM Plan was adopted in 2006 and since then the GLAC Region has facilitated and supported the development and implementation of hundreds of projects - including 27 projects that have received IRWM implementation funding.

In 2011, the GLAC Region received funding to update the 2006 Plan to meet new IRWM Program Guidelines, and to enhance the Region’s ability to conduct further integrated and regional planning efforts that would benefit the overall GLAC IRWM Program process. This resulting 2013 GLAC IRWM Plan Update was prepared in keeping with requirements of the Department of Water Resource’s Planning Grant Award and November 2012 IRWM Proposition 84 and 1E Program Guidelines. This 2013 Plan Update documents the current IRWM Program and processes that have evolved over the past six years since the initial 2006 Plan was developed, and is organized according to the following table:
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)A number of outcomes resulted from the 2013 Plan Update process. These efforts built upon the foundation developed and described in the 2006 Plan to accomplish the following:
· Improve outreach to DACs and other stake-
holders
· Refine objectives and targets reflecting existing regional and subregional planning
· Increase subregional detail and focus
· Increase understanding of habitat, recreation and open space needs and opportunities
· Develop new tools to determine water quality and open space benefits and support integration
· Improve project database, user interface and review process















































· Create a comprehensive assessment of poten- tial climate change impacts, vulnerabilities and strategies

As a result of these planning efforts, outside funding sources, such as the state and federal government, are more likely to support and fund this Plan because it demonstrates an intent to solve local problems, rather than simply look for others to solve those problems. As this planning process has included the creation of quantitative goals for measurable progress and accountability, it will lead to the identification of solutions and partnerships to implement these solutions.

Many of the stakeholders that have participated in the Region’s IRWM Process recognize that today’s challenges are in part due to the historical approach
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of addressing water resource management from a single-purpose perspective. For example, this
Region has one of the most effective flood control systems in the world that protects millions of people from the impacts of flooding in the Region. This system routes much of the stormwater runoff
into the ocean, water that historically recharged local groundwater basins, making this Region even more dependent on imported water supplies. As regulatory pressures to clean up polluted dry and
wet weather stormwater runoff continue, this source of water supply is becoming attractive once again.

Water resources must be planned in concert with the other issues that make up the urban context. Therefore, the Plan’s recommendations and strategies have been developed such that they can be integrated into the strategic planning for other important urban issues such as transportation, public education, land use, economic development, and health and safety. Because of the importance
of these things to every community, there are many opportunities for win-win relationships that help create more functionally integrated communities and improve quality of life as the population of the Region continues to grow.

The Region’s management strategies and projects developed within the IRWM context respond to statewide priorities, allow for local variation, while also providing a unified approach toward achieving multiple benefits across the Region.

This Plan is intended to be a tool for the development of solutions that achieve the planning targets identified for the Region and improve the sustainability of water resources and ecological health of local watersheds. The residents of
the Region will benefit from the projects and opportunities identified in this Plan, as more sustainable water resources can improve the quality of life for all communities. New and enhanced partnerships have developed during the Plan update process and many more partnerships are expected to develop and grow. This Plan should be considered
a living document. The vision, ideas and project concepts contained in this Plan will only become a reality if stakeholders remain engaged as this process continues.
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