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GARBAGE MAVEN

Biodegradable bags
and compost bins

. are alternatives for
- | some pet owners.

' By SusaN CARPENTER

With the dogs and cats,
the horses and goats, rab-

bits and, of course, chickens,

Los Angelesis asort of
domestic zoo. There are at .
least 2 million dogsand 3
' million cats kept as petsin
L.A. County, according to
91st Century Animal Re-
source & Education Serv-
ices. Addinlizards and
other critters, and it’s more
thanlikely domesticated
animals outnumber hu-
mans. !
There’s no doubt ani-
mals add alot to their own-
ers’ quality of life, but they

. ‘also contribute something
« else — poop. Most ofit goes
« ‘tolandfills.

Estimates for animal

: waste are, not surprisingly,
difficult tolocate. The U.S.

Environmental Protection

. Agency doesn’t track it. Nor
does L.A.’s Bureau of Sani-
tation, except for horses,
which generate about 25,200

- tons of manure annually in
¢ (LA ‘

ExtrapolatingU.S. Geo-
‘logical Survey figures for

" the 2.14 million tons of clay

1donot haveadogora
cat. An unfortunate biting
incident involving an Af-
ghan greyhound whenIwas
a teenager pretty much
sworeme off canines. And I
opted against replacing my
Maine Coon cat after her
tragic deathin the jaws ofa
pit bull a few years ago. But

* a surprising number of

readerswrote me after the
kickoff to Garbage Maven
last month asking: Is there a

better way tohandle all this

waste?

Maybe.

It’'s against the law in
1.A. toleave dog waste on

‘public or private property

unless thereis consent from
the property owner. Viola-
tions are punishable with
fines of $20, for not picking it

“up,'and $1,000 (or impris-

onment) for polluting

stormwater, which, in addi-
tion to common decency, is
why S0 many people pick it

. up, put it in plastic bags and

trashit.

Althoughletting nature
run its course might seem
like the most natural option,
it isn’t, because animal

waste contains bacteria.

And that bacteria comes
with health risks, not only
for humans but rivers, lakes
and oceans. A study by the
Bureau of Sanitation found
that 60% of the bacteriaina
Marina Del Rey waterway
was because of animals,
domesticated and feral.
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- same, perhaps, for dog

waste. Many wastewater
treatment plants generate
methane gas as the waste
brealks down and capture
that gas to turnit into elec-
tricity. As for the leftover,
solids, they’re treated to
remove pathogens and
transformed into fertilizers
rmmaaAd an farme At leastin

ail end of animal wa

. DoN KELSEN Los Angeles Times
THE POOP: The Doggie Dooley is an in-ground
tank that works like a septic system, breaking
down dog waste using water and enzymes.

not. The city prefers a black-
and-white message.
Although Minamide
agreed there was a potential
electricity-generation bene-
fit to flushing animal waste,
she said a similar benefit
exists at landfills, many of

which also capture and

convert methane gas to
electricity. Biodegradable

throw Big Fluff’s into my
compost bin, where the
nitrogen of her waste com-
bines with the carbon of her
ripped-up-newspaper and
straw bedding, along with
the other organic materials
in my bin, to make gar-

. dener’s gold. Many cities,

including L.A. and Long
Beach, compost horse ma-
nure and provide it to gar-
deners.

It’'s meat-eating animals
that are difficult. Carnivores
are more likely to have
pathogens that could infect
humans, and the two most
practicalways to destroy
those pathogens are with
chemicals or with heat.

Enter the Diva of Dog

. Doo,aka AnnRippy. A

resource conservationist
with Alaska’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Serv-
ice, she was tasked with
figuring out a way to “effec-
tively handle dog waste,”
she told me. Her solution
was composting, which she
did with the help of sled
dogs and their mushers.
Mushers’ preferred

compost bin was hand-built :

from wire. Their preferred
recipe: 2 parts dog waste tol

‘part sawdust, by volume.

The keywas keeping the pile
hot - to a pathogen-Killing
temperature of at least 140
degrees Fahrenheit, prefer-
ably 170 degrees. Ifthe poop
needs to be transported to
be composted, the best
options are paper or corn-

ste

humaﬁ health issues. Com-
posting it would be more
complicated and “perhaps

' not advisable,” she said,

because cat feces contains
different, more harmful
pathogens and cats make 50
little feces owners would
“have to be crazy catladies”
to have enough of it to work.

Sorry, cat lovers. Your
most environmentally
sound option seems to be
nonclay litters made from
wheat, corn, pine or news-
paper and to throw it in the
trash.

After speaking with
Rippy, I went back tothe
drawing board. Rather, the
Internet, where I found
something called a Doggie
Dooley. A sort of Porta-
Potty for dog doo, it's an
easy-to-install in-ground
tank that works like a septic
system, breaking down dog
waste using water and en-

es.

Even thoughIdonot
have a dog, 1live near a dog
park. Iwas game tobuy a
Dooley and conduct a week-
long experiment, stocking it
with stranger’s doo to see
whether it worked. Gross, I
admit, but ’'m a hands-on
kind of gal.

Digging the hole turned
out to be the hardest part.
The Dooley is 14 inches in
diameter and about a foot
deep, but it requires a.4-
foot-deep pit for the broken-
down waste to wash out of
its overflow tube and seep
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Environmental Protection
Agency doesn’t track it. Nor
does L..A.’s Bureau of Sani-
tation, except for horses,
which generate about 25,200
Lons of manure annually in
LA,

Hxtrapolating U.H, Cleo:
loglonl Burvey fgures for
the 2.4 milllon tons of elay
that in mined for use in kdtty
litters ench year nnd LA,
County’s human population
ofroughly 9.85 million, I
estimate atleast 50,000 tons
of cat litter are sent to L.A.
area landfills every year,

Asfor doga, the amount
of doo they generate varies
by animal size, but the
average 1s 274 pounds annu-

- ally per dog, according toa
. report from the Natural

Resources Conservation
Service.InL.A., that’s 548
million pounds of dog doo

‘thatiswrapped in plastic,

tossed in the black bin and

. trucked to oblivion.

-waste contains bacteria.

And that bacteria comes
with health risks, not only
for humans but rivers, lakes
and oceans, A study by the
Bureau of Sanitation found
that 609 of the baoteria in a
Marina Del Itey waterwny
Wi bacaune of animals,
domenticated nnd feral,

B there are nlbermn-
tives to the routines most
pet owners follow. There are
several flushable cat litters,
but a 2007 provision to Cali-
fornia’s Fish and Gtame code
prevents cat ltter flushing
In the state becuune the
Tegondhil parasite in cat
feces 18 not eradicated
through sewage treatment
and kills sea otters. There
are also water-soluble, -
biodegradable dog-poop
bagsthat are billed as toilet
friendly.

Ifhumans can flushaway
their waste, it seems sen-
sible to be able to do the

. same, perhaps, fordog

waste. Many wastewater
treatment plants generate
methane gas as the waste
breaks down and capture
that gas to turn it into elec-
tricity, As for the leftover
aollels, thoy're trantad to
remove pathogens and
tranaformed Into fertiisers
wprend on farms, At lenst in
theory, there seems to be
some benefit to flushing,
rather than trashing, dog
poop. ;

But flushing plastic bags
pob u mixed reception from
the Bureau of Banitation,
According to the Burenu's
chief operating officer, Tracl
Minamide, flushing plastic
bagsruns the risk of sewer
clogs and overflows. Worse,
she says, it confuses resi-
dentstotell us some things
can be flushed,i.e. poop,
and other things — kitchen
grease and pharmaceu-
ticals among them — can-

not. The city prefers a black-
and-white message.

Although Minamide
agreed there was a potential
electricity-generation bene-
fit to flughing animal waste,
whe sadd o siodlar benefit
axiats ol lund s, many of
which also caplure and
sonvert methane gus Lo
electricity. Blodegradable
bags probably aren’t worth
the extra money. When sent
to the landfill, they aren’t
likely to break downin the
years that a landfill is active
and produeing methane
that 18 oaptured,

There had to be n better
way.

Asmentioned, I donot
own a dog. I own a rabbit,
which my 8-year-old hood-
winked me into adopting
two years ago. Big Fluffis a
herbivore, as are goats,
ecows, horses, chickens and
guinea pigs - all of whose
waste is compostable. Ijust

from wire. Their preferred
recipe: 2 parts dog wasteto 1
part sawdust, by volume.
The key was keeping the pile
hot - to a pathogen-killing
temperature of at least 140
degrees Fahrenhelt, prefer-
ably 170 degrees, If the poop
needs to be transported to
be composted, the best
options are paper or corn-
based blodegradable plastic
bags. A family with 26 sled
dogsin Alaska told me
they've successfully com-
posted iTunes gift cards
and salad containers made
from such plagtics in their
dog doo composter.

Rippy says the system
works comfortably with 20
dogs and that people “could
probably pull it off with

~ sevenoreight.”

‘Sounds great, but who

 hasseven or eight dogs in

L.A.? And what about cats?
Rippy says cat waste
presents more potential

whether it worked. Gross, I
admit, but I'm a hands-on
kind of gal.

Digging the hole turned
out to be the hardest part.
The Dooley is 14 inches in
diameter and about a foot
deep, but it requires a 4-
foot-deep pit for the broken-
down waste to wash out of
its overflow tube and seep
into the ground. The unit,
onceinstalled, is flush with
the ground so it’s unob-
trusive. Just scoop the
poop, drop it in, add water
and a sprinkling of enzyme,
and presto. You've got ..,
gunk. And it doesn’t smell,

At leastitisn’t trapped in
plastic orheaded to aland-
fill. It didn’t prompt me to
adopt a dog, but forthose
who’ve already got them,
the Doggie Dooley seems
like avery good solution.

susan.carpenter@
latimes.com
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TOUGH MATERIAL: Tyvek is used to make
sturdy mailing envelopes (among other things).
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CAN I RECYCLE ...

. TYVEK?

Willing
to be

flexible

Tyvek is amaterial made
by DuPont that is often i
made into signs, wrist-
bands, mailing envelopes
and otheritems that need to
be flexible, durable, un-
tearable and water-resist-
ant.



