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September 28, 2011 
 
Mr. David Cieply, General Manager 
Sunshine Canyon Landfill 
Republic Services, Inc. 
14747 San Fernando Road 
Sylmar, CA 91342-1021 
 
Dear Mr. Cieply: 
 
SUNSHINE CANYON CITY/COUNTY LANDFILL 
ODOR PLAN OF ACTION 
 
The Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/Integrated Waste 
Management Task Force (Task Force) requests Republic Services (Republic) to provide 
clarification regarding statements contained in the Sunshine Canyon Landfill Odor Plan 
of Action (Plan) dated June 24, 2011.  The Plan was transmitted to the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District (AQMD) on June 24, 2011 (copy enclosed). 
 
Republic submitted the Plan to AQMD due to the significant number of odor complaints 
reported to AQMD since 2008 from the Granada Hills community in the vicinity of the 
landfill.  The Plan describes procedures that are currently employed or to be 
implemented by Republic to address and manage odors at the Landfill. 
 
In particular, the Task Force is concerned with the discussion in the Plan regarding daily 
cover. Section 2.3 - Daily Cover on page 5, states: 
  

Prior to the Order, SCL used a combination of tarps and odor neutralizer for daily 
cover. Currently, as required by Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Work’s (DPW’s) September 27, 2010 letter, SCL uses 9 inches of compacted soil 
as daily cover. The soil is required to be left in place and not removed. This is 
not standard industry practice (emphasis added). The soil cover has not 
resulted in elimination of odor complaints. 

 
The Task Force is very concerned with the statement that requiring daily soil cover be 
left in place and not removed “is not standard industry practice.”  The Task Force is not 
aware of any landfills within the Los Angeles Region that removes daily soil cover at the 
working face.  Furthermore, the practice of removing the soil cover would be 
inconsistent with the intent of the soil cover as described in Title 27 of the California 
Code of Regulations: 
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The owners or operators of all municipal solid waste landfill units shall cover 
disposed solid waste with a minimum of six inches of compacted earthen 
material at the end of each operating day, or at more frequent intervals if 
necessary, to control vectors, fires, odors, blowing litter, and scavenging 
(Chapter 3, Section 20680). 

 
The Task Force is requesting Republic to substantiate the statement that leaving daily 
soil cover in place is not standard industry practice and provide any examples of such 
practices at Class III landfills within the Los Angeles Region and other urbanized 
Counties in California.  We request your prompt response regarding this matter as it 
concerns public health and well-being. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Mike Mohajer of the Task Force at 
(909) 592-1147 or MikeMohajer@yahoo.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Margaret Clark, Vice-Chair 
Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/ 
Integrated Waste management Task Force and 
Council Member, City of Rosemead 
 
LL:ts 
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Enc. 
 
cc:  CalRecycle (Mark Leary, Ted Rauh) 

Sunshine Canyon Landfill – Local Enforcement Agency (Wayne Tsuda,  
Cindy Chen) 

County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning (Richard Bruckner,  
Pat Hachiya, Maria Masis) 

City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning (Michael LoGrande, Ly Lam,  
Dan Scott) 

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (Pat Proano) 
Sunshine Canyon Landfill Community Advisory Committee (Becky Bendikson,      

Wayde Hunter) 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (Mohsen Nazemi, Edwin Pupka) 
Members of the Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/ 

Integrated Waste Management Task Force and Facility & Plan Review 
Subcommittee 

 






































































































