
Meet Culver City's Welder, Mr. Moises Aldana

C u lver C ity (C ity) is a s mallmu nic ipality in L os A ngeles C ou nty thatis u niq u e for its
exc lu s ive franc his e hau ling of was te c ond u c ted by c ity-employed s taff and forbeing a
loc al lead er in s u s tainability is s u es . In the s pirit of ad hering to the mantra of
"red u c e –reu s e –rec yc le, " the C ity has a weld eron s taff, M r. M ois es A ld ana, who c an
extend the life of metal and plas tic refu s e bins and c ontainers throu gh variou s
innovative method s . O n Ju ne 24, 2 0 24, the C ity's Financ e A d vis ory C ommittee
award ed M r. A ld ana an Innovation and P erformanc e A ward for extend ing the life of
C ity-owned refu s e bins and c ontainers .

M r. A ld ana has been an iron workerforover30 years , having s tu d ied weld ing with the
C arpenters Union and C ompton C ollege and attend ed labs to getc ertific ates in light
gau ge and rebars teel. Upon being hired by the C ity, he notic ed thatwhen a bin was
repaired , the c omplete c as terwas thrown away when the wheelwithin was s alvageable.
A d d itionally, there was no materialfor patc hes , an alley fu llof bins waiting to be
repaired , and no bu d getforthe weld ing s hop. M r. A ld ana learned thaton the tipping
floor, people were s eparating metalinto a s c rap bin to be s entto a rec yc ling c enter,
whic h c ou ld be u s ed to make repairs in-hou s e. H e u tilized the help of tipping floor
s potters and explained to them abou tthe materials need ed . They s tarted s eparating
bed frames , piec es ofs heetmetallike lic ens e plates , pipes , and c hains to hold loc ks in
plac e, and even C ity bu s s top s igns and s tairc as e s heetmetalland ings from a rec ent
remod elingofone ofthe C ity's fire s tations .

M r. A ld ana c ontinu ed fixing bins and c ontainers and , in a few years , refu rbis hed
approximately 2 8 ofthem , allu s ingrec yc led materials . H is philos ophy was thatnotonly
were there materials avings bu tals o thatthe C ity wou ld have one more c ontainerthat
wou ld inc reas e inventory. The c ontainerwou ld workforyears , provid ing s ervic e u ntilit
was time to be d is c ard ed ord es troyed .

M r. A ld ana's efforts not only extend s the u s eable life of raw materials bu t als o
s ignific antly red u c es the C ity's expend itu res on new eq u ipment. H is workis a tes tament
to the potentials avings thatc an be ac hieved throu gh s u s tainable prac tic es . M r. M ois es
s tates , "N otallthe materials thatare thrown away are reu s able orrec yc lable, bu twith
the propered u c ation, gu id anc e, and help, others c an learn whatto d o and how to d o it. "
The C ity is fortu nate and prou d to have an employee like M r. M ois es A ld ana on s taff
who is c ommitted to s u s tainability in every fac etof his role and is an example to his
c oworkers and to the ind u s try atlarge.

Formore information on C u lverC ity's environmentalprograms and otherefforts toward s
s u s tainability, vis itEnvironmentalP rograms -C ity ofC u lverC ity.

https://www.culvercity.org/Services/Environmental-Programs



