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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 

1.	 Project	title	

Harbor‐UCLA	Medical	Center	Campus	Master	Plan	Project	

2.	 Lead	agency	name	and	address:		 	

County	of	Los	Angeles	

c/o	Los	Angeles	County	Department	of	Public	Works		

900	S.	Fremont	Avenue	

Alhambra,	CA	91803		

3.	 Contact	person	and	phone	number:		 	

Clarice	Nash,	Project	Manager,	Project	Management	Division	I	

Phone:	(626)	300‐2363	

4. Project	location:			

1000	W.	Carson	Street	

Torrance,	CA	90502	

5.	 Project	sponsor’s	name	and	address:		

County	of	Los	Angeles		

900	S.	Fremont	Avenue	

Alhambra,	CA	91803	

6.	 General	plan	designation:			

Public	and	Semi	Public	

7.	 Zoning:			

C‐3	Unlimited	Commercial/TOD	

8.	 Description	of	project:			

The	proposed	Harbor‐UCLA	Medical	Center	Campus	Master	Plan	Project	(“Project”)	involves	the	multi‐
phased	development	of	hospital,	outpatient,	research,	and	support	facilities	through	the	year	2030	and	
beyond.	 	 The	 proposed	 Project	 would	 expand	 development	 on	 the	 existing	 Harbor‐UCLA	 Medical	
Center	 Campus	 (“Medical	 Campus”)	 from	 the	 current	 developed	 1,050,000	 square	 feet	 to	
approximately	2,150,000	square	feet,	which	would	involve	the	demolition	of	some	existing	buildings,	
rehabilitation/reuse	of	a	number	of	existing	buildings,	and	construction	of	new	buildings.		

9.	 Surrounding	land	uses	and	setting:		

The	72‐acre	County‐owned	Medical	Campus	is	located	in	the	unincorporated	Los	Angeles	community	
of	West	Carson,	which	roughly	encompasses	the	2.3‐square‐mile	area	between	the	Harbor	Freeway	on	
the	 east	 and	 Normandie	 Avenue	 on	 the	 west,	 and	 Del	 Amo	 Boulevard	 on	 the	 north	 and	 Lomita	
Boulevard	on	the	south.		The	Medical	Campus	is	bordered	by	Carson	Street	on	the	north,	220th	Street	
on	the	south,	Vermont	Avenue	on	the	east,	and	Normandie	Avenue	on	the	west.		The	Harbor	Freeway	
(I‐110)	is	located	one	block	east	of	the	Medical	Campus	and	the	San	Diego	Freeway	(I‐405)	is	located	
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approximately	 2	 miles	 to	 the	 north	 and	 northeast.	 	 Surrounding	 communities	 include	 the	 Cities	 of	
Gardena,	Lawndale,	and	Hawthorne	to	the	north;	 the	City	of	Carson,	east	of	the	Harbor	Freeway;	the	
Harbor	Gateway	community,	part	of	the	City	of	Los	Angeles,	and	the	City	of	Torrance	to	the	west;	and	
the	Harbor	City	community,	part	of	the	City	of	Los	Angeles,	and	the	City	of	Lomita	to	the	south.			

10.	 Other	public	agencies	whose	approval	is	required	
	
State	of	California	

 California	Office	of	Statewide	Health	Planning	and	Development	(OSHPD)	

 California	Department	of	Transportation	Division	of	Aeronautics	
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PURPOSE	OF	THE	INITIAL	STUDY	

The	 proposed	 Harbor‐UCLA	 Medical	 Center	 Campus	 Master	 Plan	 is	 analyzed	 in	 this	 Initial	 Study,	 in	
accordance	with	 the	California	Environmental	Quality	Act	 (CEQA),	 to	determine	 if	 approval	 of	 the	Project	
may	have	 a	 significant	 impact	 on	 the	 environment.	 	 This	 Initial	 Study	has	 been	prepared	pursuant	 to	 the	
requirements	of	CEQA,	under	Public	Resources	Code	21000‐21177,	of	the	State	CEQA	Guidelines	(California	
Code	of	Regulations,	Title	14,	Division	6,	Chapter	3,	Sections	15000‐15387)	and	under	 the	guidance	of	 the	
County	of	Los	Angeles	Department	of	Public	Works.	 	The	County	of	Los	Angeles	 is	 the	Lead	Agency	under	
CEQA	.			

The	 County	 has	 decided	 to	 prepare	 an	 Environmental	 Impact	 Report	 (EIR)	 rather	 than	 a	 Negative	
Declaration	or	Mitigated	Negative	Declaration	for	the	project	and	therefore	an	Initial	Study	is	not	required.	
Notwithstanding	 the	 early	 decision	 to	 prepare	 an	 EIR,	 the	 County	 has	 also	 decided	 to	 complete	 an	 Initial	
Study	to	assist	in	the	preparation	of	the	EIR	and	to	facilitate	environmental	assessment	early	in	the	design	
process.	.			

ENVIRONMENTAL	FACTORS	POTENTIALLY	AFFECTED:	

The	environmental	factors	checked	below	would	be	potentially	affected	by	this	project,	involving	at	least	one	
impact	that	is	a	“Potentially	Significant	Impact”	as	indicated	by	the	checklist	on	the	following	pages.	

	Aesthetics	 	Agriculture	and	Forestry	Resources	 Air	Quality	

	Biological	Resources	 	Cultural	Resources	 Energy	

	Geology/Soils	 	Greenhouse	Gas	Emissions	
Hazards/Hazardous	
Materials	

	Hydrology/Water	Quality	 	Land	Use/Planning	 Mineral	Resources	

	Noise	 	Population/Housing	 Public	Services	

	Recreation	 	Transportation/Traffic	 Utilities	and	Service	
Systems	

	
Mandatory	Findings	of	
Significance	

	 	 	 	

	
DETERMINATION:		(To	be	completed	by	the	Lead	Agency)	

On	the	basis	of	this	initial	evaluation:	

	 	 I	 find	 that	 the	 proposed	 project	 COULD	 NOT	 have	 a	 significant	 effect	 on	 the	 environment,	 and	 a	
NEGATIVE	DECLARATION	will	be	prepared.	

	 	 I	 find	that	although	the	proposed	project	could	have	a	significant	effect	on	the	environment,	there	will	
not	be	a	significant	effect	in	this	case	because	revisions	in	the	project	have	been	made	by	or	agreed	to	by	the	
project	proponent.		A	MITIGATED	NEGATIVE	DECLARATION	will	be	prepared.	

	 	 I	 find	 that	 the	 proposed	 project	 MAY	 have	 a	 significant	 effect	 on	 the	 environment,	 and	 an	
ENVIRONMENTAL	IMPACT	REPORT	is	required.	
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❑ I find that proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless

mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier

document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based

on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required,

but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

❑ I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all

potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE

DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that

earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon

the proposed prof nothing further is required.

f

Signature Date

Printed Name For

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site,

cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational

impacts.

2) A list of "Supporting Information Sources" should be attached, and other sources used or individuals

contacted should be cited in the discussion.

3) Impact Columns Heading Definitions:

■ "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect

may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the

determination is made, an EIR is required.

■ "Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the incorporation

of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less

Than Significant Impact." The mitigation measures must be described, along with a brief

explanation of how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level.

■ "Less Than Significant Impact" applies where the project creates no significant impacts, only

Less Tllan Significant impacts.

■ "No Impact" applies where a project does not create an impact in that category. A "No Impact"

answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact

simply does not apply to projects like the one proposed (e.g., the project falls outside of a

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Harbor-UCLA Medical Center Campus Master Plan Project

4
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fault	rupture	zone).	A	“No	Impact”	answer	should	be	explained	where	it	is	based	on	project‐
specific	 factors	 as	 well	 as	 general	 standards	 (e.g.,	 the	 project	 will	 not	 expose	 sensitive	
receptors	to	pollutants,	based	on	a	project‐specific	screening	analysis).	

4) Earlier	analyses	may	be	used	where,	pursuant	to	the	tiering,	program	EIR,	or	other	CEQA	process,	an	
effect	 has	 been	 adequately	 analyzed	 in	 an	 earlier	 EIR	 or	 negative	 declaration.	 	 Section	
15063(c)(3)(D).		In	this	case,	a	brief	discussion	should	identify	the	following:	

 Earlier	Analysis	Used.		Identify	and	state	where	they	are	available	for	review.	

 Impacts	Adequately	Addressed.		Identify	which	effects	from	the	above	checklist	were	within	
the	 scope	 of	 and	 adequately	 analyzed	 in	 an	 earlier	 document	 pursuant	 to	 applicable	 legal	
standards,	and	state	whether	such	effects	were	addressed	by	mitigation	measures	based	on	
the	earlier	analysis.	

 Mitigation	 Measures.	 	 For	 effects	 that	 are	 “Less	 than	 Significant	 with	Mitigation	 Measures	
Incorporated,”	 describe	 the	mitigation	measures	which	were	 incorporated	 or	 refined	 from	
the	 earlier	 document	 and	 the	 extent	 to	which	 they	 address	 site‐specific	 conditions	 for	 the	
project.	

5) Lead	agencies	are	encouraged	to	incorporate	into	the	checklist	references	to	information	sources	for	
potential	 impacts	 (e.g.,	 general	 plans,	 zoning	 ordinances).	 	 Reference	 to	 a	 previously	 prepared	 or	
outside	 document	 should,	where	 appropriate,	 include	 a	 reference	 to	 the	 page	 or	 pages	where	 the	
statement	is	substantiated.	

6) The	explanation	of	each	issue	should	identify:	

a) The	significance	criteria	or	threshold,	if	any,	used	to	evaluate	each	question;	and	

b) The	mitigation	measure	identified,	if	any,	to	reduce	the	impact	to	less	than	significance.	
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Issues:  Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

I.		AESTHETICS	–	Would	the	project:	 	

a)	 Have	a	substantial	adverse	effect	on	a	scenic	vista? 	 	 	 	

b)	 Substantially	damage	scenic	resources,	including,	but	not	
limited	to,	trees,	rock	outcroppings,	and	historic	buildings	within	a	
state	scenic	highway?	

	 	

c)	 Substantially	degrade	the	existing	visual	character	or	quality	of	
the	site	and	its	surroundings?	

	 	

d)	 Create	a	new	source	of	substantial	light	or	glare	which	would	
adversely	affect	day	or	nighttime	views	in	the	area?	

	 	

II.		AGRICULTURE	AND	FORESTRY	RESOURCES – In	determining	
whether	impacts	to	agricultural	resources	are	significant	
environmental	effects,	lead	agencies	may	refer	to	the	California	
Agricultural	Land	Evaluation	and	Site	Assessment	Model	(1997)	
prepared	by	the	California	Department	of	Conservation	as	an	
optional	model	to	use	in	assessing	impacts	on	agriculture	and	
farmland.		In	determining	whether	impacts	to	forest	resources,	
including	timberland,	are	significant	environmental	effects,	lead	
agencies	may	refer	to	information	compiled	by	the	California	
Department	of	Forestry	and	Fire	protection	regarding	the	state’s	
inventory	of	forest	land,	including	the	Forest	and	Range	Assessment	
of	and	the	Forest	Legacy	Assessment	Project;	and	forest	carbon	
measurements	methodology	provided	in	Forest	Protocols	adopted	
by	the	California	Air	Resources	Board.		Would	the	project::	

	

a)	 Convert	Prime	Farmland,	Unique	Farmland,	or	Farmland	of	
Statewide	Importance	(Farmland),	as	shown	on	the	maps	prepared	
pursuant	to	the	Farmland	Mapping	and	Monitoring	Program	of	the	
California	Resources	Agency,	to	non‐agricultural	use?	

	 	

b)	 Conflict	with	existing	zoning	for	agricultural	use,	or	a	
Williamson	Act	contract?	

	 	

c)	 Conflict	with	existing	zoning	for,	or	cause	rezoning	of,	forest	
land	(as	defined	in	Public	Resources	Code	Section	1220(g)),	
timberland	(as	defined	by	Public	Resources	Code	section	4526),	or	
timberland	zoned	Timberland	Production	(as	defined	by	
Government	Code	Section	51104(g))?	

	 	

d)	 Result	in	the	loss	of	forest	land	or	conversion	of	forest	land	to	
non‐forest	use?	

	 	

e)	 Involve	other	changes	in	the	existing	environment	which,	due	
to	their	location	or	nature,	could	result	in	conversion	of	Farmland,	
to	non‐agricultural	use?	
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Issues:  Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

III.		AIR	QUALITY	–	Where	available,	the	significance	criteria	
established	by	the	applicable	air	quality	management	or	air	
pollution	control	district	may	be	relied	upon	to	make	the	following	
determinations.		Would	the	project:	

	

a)	 Conflict	with	or	obstruct	implementation	of	the	applicable	air	
quality	plan?	

	 	

b)	 Violate	any	air	quality	standard	or	contribute	substantially	to	
an	existing	or	projected	air	quality	violation?	

	 	

c)	 Result	in	a	cumulatively	considerable	net	increase	of	any	
criteria	pollutant	for	which	the	project	region	is	non‐attainment	
under	an	applicable	federal	or	state	ambient	air	quality	standard	
(including	releasing	emissions	which	exceed	quantitative	
thresholds	for	ozone	precursors)?	

	 	

d)	 Expose	sensitive	receptors	to	substantial	pollutant	
concentrations?	

	 	

e)	 Create	objectionable	odors	affecting	a	substantial	number	of	
people?	

	 	

IV.		BIOLOGICAL	RESOURCES	–	Would	the	project: 	

a)	 Have	a	substantial	adverse	effect,	either	directly	or	through	
habitat	modifications,	on	any	species	identified	as	a	candidate,	
sensitive,	or	special	status	species	in	local	or	regional	plans,	policies,	
or	regulations,	or	by	the	California	Department	of	Fish	and	Game	or	
U.S.	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service?	

	 	

b)	 Have	a	substantial	adverse	effect	on	any	riparian	habitat	or	
other	sensitive	natural	community	identified	in	local	or	regional	
plans,	policies,	regulations	or	by	the	California	Department	of	Fish	
and	Game	or	US	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service?	

	 	

c)	 Have	a	substantial	adverse	effect	on	federally	protected	
wetlands	as	defined	by	Section	404	of	the	Clean	Water	Act	
(including,	but	not	limited	to,	marsh,	vernal	pool,	coastal,	etc.)	
through	direct	removal,	filling,	hydrological	interruption,	or	other	
means?	

	 	

d)	 Interfere	substantially	with	the	movement	of	any	native	
resident	or	migratory	fish	or	wildlife	species	or	with	established	
native	resident	or	migratory	wildlife	corridors,	or	impede	the	use	of	
native	nursery	sites?	

	 	

e)	 Conflict	with	any	local	policies	or	ordinances	protecting	
biological	resources,	such	as	a	tree	preservation	policy	or	
ordinance?	
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Issues:  Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

f)	 Conflict	with	the	provisions	of	an	adopted	Habitat	
Conservation	Plan,	Natural	Community	Conservation	Plan,	or	other	
approved	local,	regional,	or	state	habitat	conservation	plan?	

	 	

V.		CULTURAL	RESOURCES	–	Would	the	project: 	

a)	 Cause	a	substantial	adverse	change	in	the	significance	of	a	
historical	resource	as	defined	in	§15064.5?	

	 	

b)	 Cause	a	substantial	adverse	change	in	the	significance	of	an	
archaeological	resource	pursuant	to	§15064.5?	

	 	

c)	 Directly	or	indirectly	destroy	a	unique	paleontological	
resource	or	site	or	unique	geologic	feature?	

	 	

d)	 Disturb	any	human	remains,	including	those	interred	outside	
of	formal	cemeteries?	

	 	

VI.		ENERGY	–	Would	the	project:	 	

a)		Conflict	with	Los	Angeles	County	Green	Building	Ordinance	(L.A.	
County	Code	Title	22,	Ch.	22.52,	Part	20	and	Title	21,	§	21.24.440)	
or	Drought	Tolerant	Landscaping	Ordinance	(L.A.	County	Code,	Title	
21,	§	21.24.430	and	Title	22,	Ch.	22.52,	Part	21)?	

	 	

b)		Involve	the	inefficient	use	of	energy	resources	(see	Appendix	F	
of	the	CEQA	Guidelines)?	

	 	

VII.		GEOLOGY	AND	SOILS	–	Would	the	project: 	

a)	 Expose	people	or	structures	to	potential	substantial	adverse	
effects,	including	the	risk	of	loss,	injury,	or	death	involving:	

	

i)	 Rupture	of	a	known	earthquake	fault,	as	delineated	on	the	
most	recent	Alquist‐Priolo	Earthquake	Fault	Zoning	Map	issued	by	
the	State	Geologist	for	the	area	or	based	on	other	substantial	
evidence	of	a	known	fault?		Refer	to	Division	of	Mines	and	Geology	
Special	Publication	42.	

	 	

ii)	 Strong	seismic	ground	shaking?	 	 	

iii)	 Seismic‐related	ground	failure,	including	liquefaction? 	 	

iv)	 Landslides?	 	 	

b)	 Result	in	substantial	soil	erosion	or	the	loss	of	topsoil? 	 	

c)	 Be	located	on	a	geologic	unit	or	soil	that	is	unstable,	or	that	
would	become	unstable	as	a	result	of	the	project,	and	potentially	
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Issues:  Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

result	in	on‐	or	off‐site	landslide,	lateral	spreading,	subsidence,	
liquefaction	or	collapse?	

d)	 Be	located	on	expansive	soil,	as	defined	in	Table	18‐1‐B	of	the	
Uniform	Building	Code	(1994),	creating	substantial	risks	to	life	or	
property?	

	 	

e)	 Have	soils	incapable	of	adequately	supporting	the	use	of	septic	
tanks	or	alternative	waste	water	disposal	systems	where	sewers	are	
not	available	for	the	disposal	of	waste	water?	

	 	

VIII.		GREENHOUSE	GAS	EMISSIONS	–	Would	the	Project:
	
a)	 Generate	greenhouse	gas	emissions,	either	directly	or	
indirectly,	that	may	have	a	significant	impact	on	the	environment,	
based	on	any	applicable	threshold	of	significance?	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	

b)	 Conflict	with	any	applicable	plan,	policy	or	regulation	of	an	
agency	adopted	for	the	purpose	of	reducing	the	emissions	of	
greenhouse	gases?	
	

	 	

IX.		HAZARDS	AND	HAZARDOUS	MATERIALS	–
Would	the	project:	

	

a)	 Create	a	significant	hazard	to	the	public	or	the	environment	
through	the	routine	transport,	use,	or	disposal	of	hazardous	
materials?	

	 	

b)	 Create	a	significant	hazard	to	the	public	or	the	environment	
through	reasonably	foreseeable	upset	and	accident	conditions	
involving	the	release	of	hazardous	materials	into	the	environment?

	 	

c)	 Emit	hazardous	emissions	or	handle	hazardous	or	acutely	
hazardous	materials,	substances,	or	waste	within	one‐quarter	mile	
of	an	existing	or	proposed	school?	

	 	

d)	 Be	located	on	a	site	which	is	included	on	a	list	of	hazardous	
materials	sites	compiled	pursuant	to	Government	Code	Section	
65962.5	and,	as	a	result,	would	it	create	a	significant	hazard	to	the	
public	or	the	environment?	

	 	

e)	 For	a	project	located	within	an	airport	land	use	plan	or,	where	
such	a	plan	has	not	been	adopted,	within	two	miles	of	a	public	
airport	or	public	use	airport,	would	the	project	result	in	a	safety	
hazard	for	people	residing	or	working	in	the	project	area?	

	 	

f)	 For	a	project	within	the	vicinity	of	a	private	airstrip,	would	the	
project	result	in	a	safety	hazard	for	people	residing	or	working	in	
the	project	area?	

	 	

g)	 Impair	implementation	of	or	physically	interfere	with	an	
adopted	emergency	response	plan	or	emergency	evacuation	plan?	

	 	

h)	 Expose	people	or	structures	to	a	significant	risk	of	loss,	injury	 	 	
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or	death	involving	wildland	fires,	including	where	wildlands	are
adjacent	to	urbanized	areas	or	where	residences	are	intermixed	
with	wildlands?	

X.		HYDROLOGY	AND	WATER	QUALITY	–	
Would	the	project:	

	

a)	 Violate	any	water	quality	standards	or	waste	discharge	
requirements?	
	

	 	

b)	 Substantially	deplete	groundwater	supplies	or	interfere	
substantially	with	groundwater	recharge	such	that	there	would	be	a	
net	deficit	in	aquifer	volume	or	a	lowering	of	the	local	groundwater	
table	level	(e.g.,	the	production	rate	of	pre‐existing	nearby	wells	
would	drop	to	a	level	which	would	not	support	existing	land	uses	or	
planned	uses	for	which	permits	have	been	granted)?	

	 	

c)	 Substantially	alter	the	existing	drainage	pattern	of	the	site	or	
area,	including	through	the	alteration	of	the	course	of	a	stream	or	
river,	in	a	manner	which	would	result	in	substantial	erosion	or	
siltation	on‐	or	off‐site?	

	 	

d)	 Substantially	alter	the	existing	drainage	pattern	of	the	site	or	
area,	including	through	the	alternation	of	the	course	of	a	stream	or	
river,	or	substantially	increase	the	rate	or	amount	of	surface	runoff	
in	a	manner	which	would	result	in	flooding	on‐	or	off‐site?	

	 	

e)	 Create	or	contribute	runoff	water	which	would	exceed	the	
capacity	of	existing	or	planned	stormwater	drainage	systems	or	
provide	substantial	additional	sources	of	polluted	runoff?	

	 	

f)	 Otherwise	substantially	degrade	water	quality? 	 	

g)	 Place	housing	within	a	100‐year	flood	hazard	area	as	mapped	
on	a	federal	Flood	Hazard	Boundary	or	Flood	Insurance	Rate	Map	
or	other	flood	hazard	delineation	map?	

	 	

h)	 Place	within	a	100‐year	flood	hazard	area	structures	which	
would	impede	or	redirect	flood	flows?	

	 	

i)	 Expose	people	or	structures	to	a	significant	risk	of	loss,	injury	
or	death	involving	flooding,	including	flooding	as	a	result	of	the	
failure	of	a	levee	or	dam?	

	 	

j)	 Inundation	by	seiche,	tsunami,	or	mudflow? 	 	
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XI.		LAND	USE	AND	PLANNING	–	Would	the	project: 	

a)	 Physically	divide	an	established	community? 	 	

b)	 Conflict	with	any	applicable	land	use	plan,	policy,	or	regulation	
of	an	agency	with	jurisdiction	over	the	project	(including,	but	not	
limited	to	the	general	plan,	specific	plan,	local	coastal	program,	or	
zoning	ordinance)	adopted	for	the	purpose	of	avoiding	or	mitigating	
an	environmental	effect?	

	 	

c)	 Conflict	with	any	applicable	habitat	conservation	plan	or	
natural	community	conservation	plan?	

	 	

XII.		MINERAL	RESOURCES	–	Would	the	project: 	

a)	 Result	in	the	loss	of	availability	of	a	known	mineral	resource	
that	would	be	of	value	to	the	region	and	the	residents	of	the	state?	

	 	

b)	 Result	in	the	loss	of	availability	of	a	locally‐important	mineral	
resource	recovery	site	delineated	on	a	local	general	plan,	specific	
plan	or	other	land	use	plan?	

	 	

XIII.		NOISE	–	Would	the	project	result	in:	 	

a)	 Exposure	of	persons	to	or	generation	of	noise	level	in	excess	of	
standards	established	in	the	local	general	plan	or	noise	ordinance,	
or	applicable	standards	of	other	agencies?	

	 	

b)	 Exposure	of	persons	to	or	generation	of	excessive	
groundborne	vibration	or	groundborne	noise	levels?	

	 	

c)	 A	substantial	permanent	increase	in	ambient	noise	levels	in	
the	project	vicinity	above	levels	existing	without	the	project?	

	 	

d)	 A	substantial	temporary	or	periodic	increase	in	ambient	noise	
levels	in	the	project	vicinity	above	levels	existing	without	the	
project?	

	 	

e)	 For	a	project	located	within	an	airport	land	use	plan	or,	where	
such	a	plan	has	not	been	adopted,	within	two	miles	of	a	public	
airport	or	public	use	airport,	would	the	project	expose	people	
residing	or	working	in	the	project	area	to	excessive	noise	levels?	

	 	

f)	 For	a	project	within	the	vicinity	of	a	private	airstrip,	would	the	
project	expose	people	residing	or	working	in	the	project	area	to	
excessive	noise	levels?	

	 	

XIV.		POPULATION	AND	HOUSING	–	Would	the	project: 	

a)	 Induce	substantial	population	growth	in	an	area,	either	 	 	
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directly	(for	example,	by	proposing	new	homes	and	businesses)	or	
indirectly	(for	example,	through	extension	of	roads	or	other	
infrastructure)?	

b)	 Displace	substantial	numbers	of	existing	housing,	necessitating	
the	construction	of	replacement	housing	elsewhere?	

	 	

c)	 Displace	substantial	numbers	of	people,	necessitating	the	
construction	of	replacement	housing	elsewhere?	

	 	

XV.		PUBLIC	SERVICES	 	

a)	 Would	the	project	result	in	substantial	adverse	physical	
impacts	associated	with	the	provision	of	new	or	physically	altered	
governmental	facilities,	the	need	for	new	or	physically	altered	
governmental	facilities,	construction	of	which	could	cause	
significant	environmental	impacts,	in	order	to	maintain	acceptable	
service	ratios,	response	times	or	other	performance	objectives	for	
any	of	the	public	services:	

	

Fire	protection?	 	 	
Police	protection?	 	 	
Schools?	 	 	
Parks?	 	 	
Other	public	facilities?	 	 	

XVI.		RECREATION	 	

a)	 Would	the	project	increase	the	use	of	existing	neighborhood	
and	regional	parks	or	other	recreational	facilities	such	that	
substantial	physical	deterioration	of	the	facility	would	occur	or	be	
accelerated?	

	 	

b)	 Does	the	project	include	recreational	facilities	or	require	the	
construction	or	expansion	of	recreational	facilities	which	might	
have	an	adverse	physical	effect	on	the	environment?	

	 	

XVII.		TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC	–	Would	the	project: 	

a)	 Conflict	with	an	applicable	plan,	ordinance	or	policy	
establishing	measures	of	effectiveness	for	the	performance	of	the	
circulation	system,	taking	into	account	all	modes	of	transportation	
including	mass	transit	and	non‐motorized	travel	and	relevant	
components	of	the	circulation	system,	including	but	not	limited	to	
intersections,	streets,	highways	and	freeways,	pedestrian	and	
bicycle	paths,	and	mass	transit?	

	 	

b)	 Conflict	with	an	applicable	congestion	management	program,	
including,	but	not	limited	to,	level	of	service	standards	and	travel	
demand	measures,	or	other	standards	established	by	the	county	
congestion	management	agency	for	designated	roads	or	highways?	
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c)	 Result	in	a	change	in	air	traffic	patterns,	including	either	an	
increase	in	traffic	levels	or	a	change	in	location	that	results	in	
substantial	safety	risks?	

	 	

d)	 Substantially	increase	hazards	due	to	a	design	feature	(e.g.,	
sharp	curves	or	dangerous	intersections)	or	incompatible	uses	(e.g.,	
farm	equipment)?	

	 	

e)	 Result	in	inadequate	emergency	access?	 	 	

f)	 Conflict	with	adopted	policies,	plans,	or	programs	regarding	
public	transit,	bicycle,	or	pedestrian	facilities,	or	otherwise	decrease	
the	performance	or	safety	of	such	facilities??	

	 	

XVIII.		UTILITIES	AND	SERVICE	SYSTEMS	–	Would	the	project: 	

a)	 Exceed	wastewater	treatment	requirements	of	the	applicable	
Regional	Water	Quality	Control	Board?	

	 	

b)	 Require	or	result	in	the	construction	of	new	water	or	
wastewater	treatment	facilities	or	expansion	of	existing	facilities,	
the	construction	of	which	could	cause	significant	environmental	
effects?	

	 	

c)	 Require	or	result	in	the	construction	of	new	storm	water	
drainage	facilities	or	expansion	of	existing	facilities,	the	
construction	of	which	could	cause	significant	environmental	
effects?	

	 	

d)	 Have	sufficient	water	supplies	available	to	serve	the	project	
from	existing	entitlements	and	resources,	or	are	new	or	expanded	
entitlements	needed?	

	 	

e)	 Result	in	a	determination	by	the	wastewater	treatment	
provider	which	serves	or	may	serve	the	project	that	it	has	adequate	
capacity	to	serve	the	project's	projected	demand	in	addition	to	the	
provider's	existing	commitments?	

	 	

f)	 Be	served	by	a	landfill	with	sufficient	permitted	capacity	to	
accommodate	the	project's	solid	waste	disposal	needs?	

	 	

g)	 Comply	with	federal,	state,	and	local	statutes	and	regulations	
related	to	solid	waste?	

	 	

h)	 Conflict	with	Los	Angeles	County	Green	Building	Ordinance	
(L.A.	County	Code	Title	22,	Ch.	22.52,	Part	20	and	Title	21,	§	
21.24.440)	or	Drought	Tolerant	Landscaping	Ordinance	(L.A.	
County	Code,	Title	21,	§	21.24.430	and	Title	22,	Ch.	22.52,	Part	21)?

	 	

i)	 Involve	the	inefficient	use	of	energy	resources	(see	Appendix	F	
of	the	CEQA	Guidelines)?	
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XIV.		MANDATORY	FINDINGS	OF	SIGNIFICANCE 	

a)	 Does	the	project	have	the	potential	to	degrade	the	quality	of	
the	environment,	substantially	reduce	the	habitat	of	a	fish	or	
wildlife	species,	cause	a	fish	or	wildlife	population	to	drop	below	
self‐sustaining	levels,	threaten	to	eliminate	a	plant	or	animal	
community,	reduce	the	number	or	restrict	the	range	of	a	rare	or	
endangered	plant	or	animal	or	eliminate	important	examples	of	the	
major	periods	of	California	history	or	prehistory?	

	 	

b)	 Does	the	project	have	impacts	that	are	individually	limited,	but	
cumulatively	considerable?		("Cumulatively	considerable"	means	
that	the	incremental	effects	of	a	project	are	considerable	when	
viewed	in	connection	with	the	effects	of	past	projects,	the	effects	of	
other	current	projects,	and	the	effects	of	probable	future	projects)?

	 	

c)	 Does	the	project	have	environmental	effects	which	will	cause	
substantial	adverse	effects	on	human	beings,	either	directly	or	
indirectly?	
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ATTACHMENT A:  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A.  INTRODUCTION 

Los	Angeles	 County	proposes	 the	Harbor‐UCLA	Medical	 Center	Campus	Master	Plan	Project	 (“Project”)	 to	
address	 the	 future	needs	of	 the	Harbor‐UCLA	Medical	Center	Campus	 (“Medical	Campus”).	 	The	Project	 is	
based	upon	the	Harbor‐UCLA	Medical	Center	Campus	Master	Plan,	which	was	completed	in	June	2012	and	
will	serve	as	a	policy	document	“guideline”	for	the	Project.	

The	Project	includes	the	addition	of	a	new	hospital	tower	providing	acute	care	services	in	compliance	with	
seismic	requirements	which	become	effective	beginning	in	2030,	renovation	of	the	existing	Hospital	building	
for	 other	 uses,	 new	 biomedical	 research	 facilities	 in	 a	 biosciences	 campus	 area,	 parking	 facilities,	
replacement	 of	 other	 aging	 facilities	 and	 buildings,	 redesigned	 vehicular	 and	 pedestrian	 access	 and	
circulation,	 and	 implementation	 of	 a	 cohesive	 design	 that	 enhances	 the	 experience	 of	 staff,	 patients,	 and	
visitors.		The	Project	is	expected	to	meet	short‐term	needs	as	well	as	long‐term	needs	beyond	2030.			

The	 existing	 Medical	 Campus	 contains	 approximately	 1,050,000	 square	 feet	 of	 floor	 area,	 including	 the	
recently	completed	Surgery	and	Emergency	Room	Replacement	Project	and	recently	approved	expansion	of	
the	Los	Angeles	Biomedical	Research	Institute’s	(“LA	BioMed”)	research	facilities.	 	At	buildout,	the	Medical	
Campus	will	contain	approximately	2,150,000	square	feet	of	developed	floor	area.			A	new,	centrally	located	
Hospital	 Tower	 (“New	 Hospital	 Tower”)	 would	 be	 the	 focal	 point	 of	 the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 Outpatient	
facilities	would	 be	 consolidated	 to	 allow	 proximity	 of	 these	 services	 to	 each	 other	 and	 the	 New	Hospital	
Tower.			

B.  PROJECT LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES 

The	 72‐acre	 County–owned	Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 in	 the	 unincorporated	 Los	 Angeles	 community	 of	
West	 Carson,	 which	 encompasses	 a	 2.3‐square‐mile	 area	 between	 the	 Harbor	 Freeway	 on	 the	 east	 and	
Normandie	Avenue	on	the	west,	and	Del	Amo	Boulevard	on	the	north	and	Lomita	Boulevard	on	the	south.		
The	Medical	Campus	is	bordered	by	Carson	Street	on	the	north,	220th	Street	on	the	south,	Vermont	Avenue	
on	the	east,	and	Normandie	Avenue	on	the	west.		The	Harbor	Freeway	(I‐110)	is	located	one	block	east	of	the	
Medical	 Campus	 and	 the	 San	 Diego	 Freeway	 (I‐405)	 is	 located	 approximately	 2	 miles	 to	 the	 north	 and	
northeast.		The	Medical	Campus	location	is	illustrated	in	Figure	A‐1,	Regional	and	Vicinity	Map.	

Surrounding	communities	include	the	Cities	of	Gardena,	Lawndale,	and	Hawthorne	to	the	north;	the	City	of	
Carson	east	of	the	Harbor	Freeway;	the	Harbor	Gateway	community,	part	of	the	City	of	Los	Angeles,	and	the	
City	of	Torrance	to	the	west;	and	the	Harbor	City	community,	part	of	the	City	of	Los	Angeles,	and	the	City	of	
Lomita	to	the	south.			

Figure	A‐2,	Aerial	Photograph	with	Surrounding	Land	Uses,	 is	an	aerial	photograph	of	 the	Medical	Campus	
and	vicinity.		Carson	Street,	to	the	north,	is	largely	developed	with	commercial	uses,	primarily	neighborhood	
retail	 businesses	 and	medical/dental	 services.	 	A	multifamily	 residential	 apartment	 complex,	Harbor	Cove	
Villa,	 is	 located	 west	 of	 the	 intersection	 with	 Vermont	 Avenue.	 	 The	 area	 north	 of	 Carson	 Street	 is	 a	
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predominantly	single‐family	residential	neighborhood.		Vermont	Avenue,	to	the	east,	is	developed	with	a	mix	
of	 neighborhood	 retail	 uses	 and	 medical	 services,	 the	 Torrance	 Park	 Villas	 condominium	 complex,	 and	
Starlite	Trailer	Park	and	Rainbow	Mobile	Home	Park.		Wholesale	and	light	industrial	uses	are	located	to	the	
southeast	 along	 220th	 Street.	 	 Residential	 neighborhoods	 border	 the	Medical	 Campus	 to	 the	 south,	 across	
220th	 Street,	 and	 west,	 across	 Normandie	 Avenue	 within	 the	 Harbor	 City	 community.	 	 Off‐site	 parking	
serving	LA	BioMed	is	located	across	220th	Street	from	the	Medical	Campus.	

C.  EXISTING CONDITIONS 

1.  Harbor‐UCLA Medical Center Uses 

The	 existing	Medical	 Campus	 layout	 is	 illustrated	 in	Figure	A‐3,	Existing	Medical	Campus	Buildings.	 	 The	
Main	Hospital,	related	treatment	facilities,	and	the	majority	of	support	facilities	occupy	the	eastern	quarter	of	
the	Medical	 Campus,	while	 buildings	 occupied	 by	 LA	 BioMed	 take	 up	 the	majority	 of	 the	 central	Medical	
Campus,	 and	 the	majority	 of	 outpatient	 services,	 including	Harbor‐UCLA	Medical	 Foundation,	 Inc.	 (“MFI”)	
and	 the	 related	 Imaging	 Center,	 Children’s	 Institute	 International	 (“CII”),	 and	 other	 facilities,	 occupy	 the	
western	 end	 of	 the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 Patient	 diagnostic	 facilities,	 administration	 offices,	 and	 additional	
functions	are	scattered	throughout	the	Medical	Campus.		Most	of	the	facilities	in	the	central	Medical	Campus	
were	constructed	prior	to	1960,	including	barracks	and	temporary/modular	buildings	that	occupy	much	of	
the	Medical	Campus	land	area.		The	first	major	expansion	of	the	existing	1962	Hospital	building,	the	Surgery	
and	Emergency	Room	Replacement	Project,	was	completed	 in	2013.	 	This	project	 increased	the	size	of	 the	
existing	 emergency	 room	 by	 50,000	 square	 feet	 and	 added	 38	 new	 emergency	 bays	 as	 well	 as	 190,000	
square	 feet	 of	 space	 containing	 surgery	 suites,	 adult	 and	 pediatric	 triage,	 and	 a	 new	 entrance	 lobby	 and	
waiting	area.		A	new	544‐space	parking	structure	and	heliport	were	also	constructed.			

LA	BioMed	presently	occupies	a	number	of	older	buildings	throughout	the	Medical	Campus	and	intends	to	
consolidate	its	operations	within	a	smaller	11.4‐acre	 leasehold	(“LA	BioMed	Campus”)	 in	the	south‐central	
portion	of	the	Medical	Campus.		Four	new	buildings	have	been	constructed	on	the	LA	BioMed	Campus	since	
2000,	and	in	September	2014,	the	Los	Angeles	County	Board	of	Supervisors	approved	a	development	plan	
for	the	LA	BioMed	Campus	to	meet	LA	BioMed’s	near‐term	facility	needs.		The	LA	BioMed	development	plan	
proposes	the	construction	of	approximately	70,700	net	new	square	feet	of	floor	area	within	the	LA	BioMed	
Campus	 to	 accommodate	 the	 relocation	 and	 consolidation	 of	 existing	 uses	 and	 operations	 from	 older	
buildings	elsewhere	on	the	Medical	Campus,	and	does	not	constitute	an	expansion	of	LA	BioMed	operations.		
Potential	 future	 expansion	 of	 the	 LA	 BioMed	 Campus	 beyond	 the	 recently	 approved	 development	 plan,	
together	 with	 the	 disposition	 of	 older	 buildings	 on	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 to	 be	 eventually	 vacated	 by	 LA	
BioMed,	are	included	in	the	overall	development	program	for	the	Project.	

Other	 newer	 facilities	 constructed	 on	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 since	 the	 1980s	 include	 buildings	 housing	
Hospital‐related	 outpatient	 services	 and	 major	 tenants	 MFI	 and	 CII	 at	 the	 western	 end	 of	 the	 Medical	
Campus.		Overall,	the	existing	layout	of	the	Medical	Campus	reflects	its	piecemeal	growth	over	time,	and	the	
scattered,	aging	buildings	and	infrastructure	have	become	inefficient	to	operate	and	maintain,	contributing	
to	 serious	 logistical	 obstacles	 and	 service	deficiencies.	 	 In	particular,	 the	Main	Hospital,	 Primary	Care	and	
Diagnostics	Center	 (“PCDC”),	 and	outpatient	 clinics	 are	 currently	 running	 at	 or	near	 capacity	 and	 existing	
facilities	provide	no	physical	room	for	growth.	 	Other	facility	and	programmatic	shortfalls	include	a	lack	of	
on‐site	amenities	for	patients	and	visitors	and	a	shortage	of	adequate	teaching	space	for	the	medical	school	
internship	and	continuing	education	programs.		
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2.  Circulation and Parking  

Vehicular	access	to	the	Medical	Campus	is	provided	by	the	primary	driveway	on	Carson	Street,	near	the	Main	
Hospital;	 two	 driveways	 on	 Vermont	 Avenue;	 five	 driveways	 on	 220th	 Street;	 and	 one	 driveway	 on	
Normandie	Avenue.		Only	the	Carson	Street	driveway	is	signalized.		Internal	circulation	follows	the	original	
grid	 layout	 established	on	 the	Medical	Campus,	with	 four	 east‐west	 roadways	and	numerous	 short	north‐
south	 connector	 roadways.	 	 Most	 internal	 intersections	 of	 two	 roadways	 or	 drive	 aisles	 are	 stop‐sign	
controlled.			

The	parking	 supply	on	 the	Medical	 Campus	 totals	 2,905	 spaces,	which	 exceeds	 the	County’s	 parking	 code	
requirement	 of	 2,709	 spaces.1	 	 This	 supply	 includes	 2,168	 standard	 spaces	 and	 124	 American	 with	
Disabilities	 Act	 (“ADA”)	 spaces	 in	 designated	 surface	 parking	 lots	 and	 the	 new	 parking	 structure	 in	 the	
southeast	 corner	 of	 the	Medical	 Campus,	 and	 596	 standard	 spaces	 and	 17	ADA	 spaces	 along	 the	 internal	
streets.	 	 An	 additional	 281	 spaces	 (278	 standard	 spaces	 and	 three	 ADA	 spaces)	 are	 provided	 in	 off‐site	
parking	facilities,	and	street	parking	is	permitted	along	all	or	portions	of	the	four	public	streets	surrounding	
the	Medical	Campus.							

D.  PLANNING AND ZONING 

The	Medical	Campus	 is	designated	 for	Public	and	Semi‐Public	use	 in	 the	Los	Angeles	County	General	Plan	
and	has	a	zoning	designation	of	C‐3	(Unlimited	Commercial).	 	The	C‐3	designation	allows	a	broad	range	of	
commercial	uses	and	allows	a	maximum	floor	area	ratio	(“FAR”)	of	13:1.		Hospital	and	ancillary	uses	on	the	
Medical	 Campus	 are	 consistent	 with	 the	 current	 zoning.	 	 In	 addition,	 the	 eastern	 portion	 of	 the	 Medical	
Campus	is	designated	as	a	Transit	Overlay	District	(“TOD”)	due	to	proximity	to	the	Metro	Transit	Station	on	
Carson	Street	approximately	0.10	miles	to	the	east,	adjacent	to	the	Harbor	Freeway.		The	purpose	of	the	TOD	
zone	 designation	 is	 to	 create	 pedestrian‐friendly	 and	 community‐serving	 uses	 near	 transit	 stops	 that	
encourage	walking,	bicycling,	and	transit	use.		

E.  DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

1.  Project Characteristics 

(a)  New Project Facilities 

The	 Project	 proposes	 to	 place	 commercial	 and	 community‐oriented	 services	 along	 the	 northern,	 publicly	
accessible	 edge	 of	 the	Medical	 Campus	 and	 staff	 and	 support	 services	 in	 the	 southern	half	 of	 the	Medical	
Campus.		The	New	Hospital	Tower	is	intended	as	the	primary	focal	point.		Landscaping	and	a	well‐organized	
network	 of	 pedestrian	 walkways	will	 accommodate	 circulation	 throughout	 the	Medical	 Campus.	 	 The	 LA	
BioMed	Campus	will	occupy	the	southern‐central	part	of	the	Medical	Campus,	fronting	on	220th	Street.	The	
CII	 Burton	 E.	 Green	 Campus	 will	 remain	 in	 the	 northwestern	 corner	 of	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 at	 the	
intersection	of	Carson	Street	and	Normandie	Avenue.		A	new	Biomedical	Research	Facility	(“Bioscience	Tech	
Park”)	 is	also	proposed	 in	 the	central‐western	portion	of	 the	Medical	Campus,	while	 the	remainder	of	 the	

																																																													
1		 Los	Angeles	County	Code,	Chapter	122.52.1120,	Hospitals,	Convalescent	Hospitals,	Adult	Residential	Facilities,	and	Group	Homes	for	

Children,	which	requires	2	spaces	per	bed,	1	space/250	square	feet	for	outpatient	facilities,	and	1	space/400	square	feet	for	research	
use.	
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western	end	of	the	Medical	Campus	will	be	retained	for	future	expansion	opportunities,	potentially	beyond	
the	2030	Project	buildout	horizon.		Until	such	time	as	programmatic	needs	for	the	remainder	of	the	western	
end	of	the	Medical	Campus	are	defined,	 it	will	be	utilized	for	open	space,	surface	parking,	and	other	short‐
term	uses,	as	needed.	

State	 law	mandates	 that	 acute	 care	 services	 can	no	 longer	be	provided	 after	 January	1,	 2030	 in	buildings	
built	 before	 1973,	 which	 includes	 the	 Main	 Hospital.	 	 This	 requirement	 has	 led	 to	 the	 proposed	
decommission	 of	 the	Main	Hospital	 for	 acute	 care	 services,	 except	 for	 the	PCDC	 and	 recently	 constructed	
Surgery	and	Emergency	Room	Replacement	Project	facilities.		As	a	result	of	the	Main	Hospital	decommission,	
this	 building	would	 no	 longer	 be	 licensed	 for	 inpatient	 acute	 care	 services	 and	 thus	 this	 space	would	 be	
repurposed	 for	 non‐acute	 care	 activities	 such	 as	 administrative	 offices	 and	 outpatient	 support	 services.		
Including		these	facilities,	the	Project	would	result	in	up	to	approximately	2,150,000	square	feet	of	developed	
floor	area	within	the	Medical	Campus,	an	increase	of	approximately	1,100,000	square	feet	over	the	current	
developed	1,050,000	square	feet.		

Project	 components	 broadly	 include	 the	 following:	 1)	 the	New	Hospital	 Tower,	 2)	 outpatient	 facilities,	 3)	
Bioscience	 Tech	 Park;	 4)	 other	 services	 and	 facilities,	 5)	 LA	 BioMed	 Campus	 long‐term	 buildout,	 and	 6)	
Medical	 Campus	 support.	 	 The	 New	 Hospital	 Tower	 would	 contain	 up	 to	 446	 staffed	 patient	 beds,	
intervention	 services,	 and	 an	 inpatient	 imaging	 department.	 	 The	 existing	Hospital	 and	 PCDC	department	
would	be	retained	and	used	for	outpatient	and	hospital	support,	outpatient	imaging,	administrative	offices,	
and	other	uses.		The	existing	helipad	near	the	existing	Hospital	and	PCDC	department	would	be	relocated	to	
a	 temporary	 location	 in	 the	 southwest	 portion	 of	 the	Medical	 Campus	 until	 a	 new	 permanent	 helipad	 is	
constructed	on	the	rooftop	of	the	New	Hospital	Tower.		Proposed	outpatient	facilities	would	include	medical	
offices,	ob/gyn,	surgery,	internal	medicine,	neurology,	pediatrics,	specialty	clinic	services,	classrooms,	labs,	a	
library,	and	outpatient	imaging	including	MRI	and	CT.		Outpatient	facilities	would	also	contain	mental	health	
and	 social	 services	 but	 could	 also	 allocate	 space	 for	 other	 program	 uses,	 such	 as	 small‐scale	 retail	 or	
community	 support	 functions.	 	 The	 proposed	 Bioscience	 Tech	 Park	 would	 include	 biomedical	 research	
facilities	such	as	laboratories,	administrative	offices,	meeting/conference	rooms,	and	other	support	facilities,	
as	well	as	a	1,000‐space,	seven‐level	above‐ground	parking	structure.	

Other	new	facilities	could	provide	space	for	meetings,	wellness	training,	post‐medical	care,	nutrition	classes,	
an	 herbal	 shop,	 bookstore,	 juice	 bar,	 yoga	 studio,	massage	 therapy,	 aromatherapy,	 child	 care,	 health	 food	
market,	fitness/exercise	store,	and	similar	uses.		These	uses	would	be	contained	in	a	new	two‐story	building	
or	 contained	 in	 the	 ground	 floors	 of	 the	 new	 outpatient	 building(s),	 the	 renovated	 lobby	 of	 the	 existing	
Hospital,	and	ground	 levels	of	 the	new	parking	structures.	 	Campus	support	would	 include	a	central	plant	
(heating	 and	 cooling,	 emergency	 power,	 etc.),	 water	 treatment,	 warehouses/material	 management,	 and	
loading	dock.	

In	 order	 to	 accommodate	 new	 facilities	 and	 open	 space,	 many	 of	 the	 original	 and	 older	 buildings	 are	
proposed	to	be	removed,	including	the	original	barracks	and	modular	buildings,	Warehouses	#1	and	#2,	the	
central	 plant,	 and	 the	 Harbor‐UCLA	 Professional	 Building	 and	 Imaging	 Center	 at	 the	 western	 end	 of	 the	
Medical	 Campus.	 	 However,	 several	 existing	 buildings	 would	 remain,	 including	 the	 Main	 Hospital,	 which	
would	 be	 decommissioned	 and	 reused	 for	 outpatient	 support	 and	 administration.	 	 The	 PCDC	 and	 the	 CII	
Burton	E.	Green	Campus	building	at	the	western	end	of	the	Medical	Campus	would	also	remain,	just	west	of	
the	proposed	Bioscience	Tech	Park.		It	should	be	noted	that	at	this	point	in	time	it	is	not	known	whether	or	
not	the	Parlow	Library	would	be	removed	or	retained	on	the	Medical	Campus;	however,	for	the	purposes	of	
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this	Initial	Study,	and	in	order	to	provide	a	conservative	analysis,	it	is	assumed	that	this	structure	would	be	
retained.	 	Figure	A‐4,	Proposed	Medical	Campus	Plan,	 illustrates	 the	proposed	 layout	of	new	and	 retained	
buildings,	 the	 pedestrian	 circulation	 network,	 landscaped	 areas,	 vehicular	 access	 and	 circulation,	 and	
parking.	

As	part	of	the	Project,	the	County	proposes	to	develop	a	publicly	accessible	interpretive	program	about	the	
history	of	the	Medical	Campus	as	a	whole.		The	program	would	be	designed	in	consultation	with	a	qualified	
architectural	 historian	 and	 may	 include	 such	 features	 as	 photographic	 and	 historical	 documentation,	
audiovisual	displays,	documentary	film,	and	online	accessible	materials.		The	potential	adaptive	reuse	of	an	
original	building	on‐site	to	house	elements	of	the	interpretive	program	will	be	reviewed	as	well,	although	the	
original	WWII	 structures	have	been	determined	 to	have	 lost	 significant	 integrity	 and	do	not	qualify	 as	 an	
historic	district.		

Proposed	 future	 buildout	 of	 the	 remainder	 of	 the	 LA	 BioMed	 Campus	with	 up	 to	 200,000	 square	 feet	 of	
biomedical	research	space,	laboratories,	offices,	and	other	support	facilities,	and	disposition	of	the	buildings	
that	LA	BioMed	will	vacate	elsewhere	on	the	Medical	Campus,	are	considered	part	of	the	Project.		

(b)  Circulation and Parking 

Project	implementation	would	create	clear	distinctions	between	general	public	and	staff	entries	and	parking	
facilities.	 	Staff	entries	and	parking	would	be	located	in	the	southeast	corner	of	the	Medical	Campus,	while	
access	 for	 the	general	public	would	be	provided	 from	Carson	Street	along	 the	northern	perimeter.	 	A	new	
signalized	 public	 entrance	 on	 Carson	 Street	 and	 an	 additional	 unsignalized	 staff	 entrance	 on	 Vermont	
Avenue	would	be	added.		Sidewalk	connections	to	public	transit	would	be	maintained	and	on‐site	sidewalks	
would	 be	 added	 between	 the	main	 parking	 areas	 and	 the	 New	Hospital	 Tower	 and	 Outpatient	 buildings.		
Pick‐up/drop‐off	 loading	 zones	would	be	provided	 at	 the	main	 entrances	 to	 the	New	Hospital	Tower	 and	
Outpatient	 buildings.	 	 A	 comprehensive	 signage	 and	 wayfinding	 plan	 would	 aid	 visitors	 and	 patients	 in	
finding	 ultimate	 destinations	 and	 parking	 intended	 for	 those	 uses.	 	 The	 Project	 would	 provide	 sufficient	
parking	to	meet	or	exceed	the	County’s	minimum	code	parking	requirement.		Proposed	vehicular	access	and	
parking	are	illustrated	in	Figure	A‐5,	Proposed	Vehicular	Circulation	Plan.		

F.  CONSTRUCTION PHASING 

The	Master	Plan	is	intended	as	a	long‐term	guide	for	future	development	on	the	Medical	Campus.		In	order	to	
make	 space	 for	 new	development	 and	 to	 upgrade	 the	 quality	 of	 buildings,	 Project	 implementation	would	
result	in	the	demolition	of	some	of	the	existing	buildings.		Construction	of	each	proposed	component	would	
entail	demolition,	excavation	and/or	grading,	 construction,	and	 finishing	activities.	 	 Implementation	of	 the	
Project	is	anticipated	to	occur	in	phases	through	the	year	2030.			

Material	 storage	 and	 equipment	 staging	 areas	 associated	 with	 construction	 activities	 for	 future	
implementation	 phases	 of	 the	 Project	 would	 be	 located	 on‐site,	 while	 temporary	 construction	 worker	
parking	would	be	provided	either	on	 the	Medical	Campus	or	 at	one	or	more	off‐site	 facilities,	 the	 specific	
location(s)	of	which	would	be	determined	prior	to	the	start	of	individual	construction	phases.		The	location	
of	off‐site	parking	areas	would	be	limited	to	off‐street	lots	or	parking	structures	in	the	vicinity	of	the	Medical	
Campus,	 with	 adequate	 capacity	 to	 accommodate	 the	 parking	 demands	 of	 both	 the	 existing	 uses	 at	 each	
respective	location	and	the	demands	of	construction	worker	vehicles,	such	that	parking	shortages	would	not	
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occur.	 	 No	 on‐street	 construction	 worker	 parking,	 material	 storage,	 or	 equipment	 staging	 would	 be	
permitted.	 	 Shuttle	service	 for	construction	workers	 for	 transportation	between	off‐site	parking	areas	and	
the	 Medical	 Campus	 would	 be	 provided	 throughout	 construction	 for	 each	 implementation	 phase,	 as	
necessary.						

G.  REQUIRED APPROVALS 

Implementation	of	the	proposed	Project	would	involve	but	not	be	limited	to	the	following	approvals:	

1.  County of Los Angeles 

 Certification	of	the	Final	EIR	and	Project	approval	

 Approval	of	demolition,	excavation,	and	building	permits	for	buildings	and	other	structures	

 Approval	of	haul	route	

2.  State of California 

 California	Office	of	Statewide	Health	Planning	and	Development	(OSHPD)	

 California	Department	of	Transportation	Division	of	Aeronautics	

3.  Regional 

 South	Coast	Air	Quality	Management	District	
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FIGUREProposed Medical Campus Plan

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center Campus Master Plan Project A-4
Source: Perkins+Will, 2012.
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Note: Plans shown are conceptual and representative of planned buildout of the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center Campus, 
subject to refinement during design development for specific building sites.



FIGUREProposed Vehicular Circula on Plan

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center Campus Master Plan Project A-5
Source: Perkins+Will, 2012.
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Note: Plans shown are conceptual and representative of planned buildout of the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center Campus, 
subject to refinement during design development for specific building sites.
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ATTACHMENT B 
EXPLANATION OF CHECKLIST DETERMINATIONS 

I.  AESTHETICS 

Would	the	project:	

a)  Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		A	scenic	vista	generally	provides	focal	views	of	objects,	settings,	or	features	
of	 visual	 interest,	 or	 panoramic	 views	 of	 large	 geographic	 areas	 of	 scenic	 quality,	 primarily	 from	 a	 given	
vantage	point.	 	Scenic	vistas	are	generally	associated	with	public	vantages.	 	Therefore,	a	significant	 impact	
could	occur	if	the	Project	introduces	incompatible	visual	elements	within	a	field	of	view	containing	a	scenic	
vista	or	substantially	alters	a	view	of	a	scenic	vista.		The	Medical	Campus	is	located	within	a	highly	urbanized	
area	surrounded	by	residential	uses	and	commercial	development	that	partially	obstruct	any	available	views	
of	 scenic	 resources,	 including	 long‐distance	 views	 of	 the	 San	Gabriel	 and	 Santa	Monica	Mountains,	 under	
existing	 conditions.	 	 The	 Project	would	 be	 built	 out	 in	 five	 phases	 through	 the	 year	 2030,	 increasing	 the	
developed	 square	 footage	 on	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 by	 approximately	 1,100,000	 square	 feet	 to	 2,150,000	
square	 feet,	 which	 would	 substantially	 increase	 on‐site	 development	 intensity	 and	 associated	 bulk	 and	
height	of	structures.	 	This	 increased	development	intensity	could	obstruct	views	of	scenic	resources	in	the	
Project	area.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.		

b)  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 

outcrops, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

Less	 Than	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 closest	 state	 highways	 to	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 include	 the	 Harbor	
Freeway,	less	than	0.10	miles	to	the	east,	and	the	San	Diego	Freeway,	approximately	two	miles	to	the	north	
and	 east.	 	 Neither	 has	 been	 designated	 an	 official	 scenic	 highway	 by	 the	 California	 Department	 of	
Transportation	 on	 the	 California	 Scenic	 Highway	Mapping	 System.	 	 The	Medical	 Campus	 is	 therefore	 not	
visible	 from	 or	 located	 within	 the	 corridor	 of	 a	 designated	 state	 scenic	 highway.	 	 Although	 Project	
implementation	would	result	in	the	removal	over	time	of	numerous	trees	and	other	landscaping	throughout	
the	 Medical	 Campus,	 new	 landscaping,	 including	 trees,	 would	 be	 planted	 as	 part	 of	 the	 proposed	
improvements	and	would	ultimately	increase	the	amount	of	landscaping	and	number	of	trees	compared	to	
existing	conditions.	 	The	Project	would	result	in	the	demolition	and	replacement	of	42	extant	buildings	on‐
site	dating	 to	 the	1943	 founding	of	 the	Los	Angeles	Port	of	Embarkation	Station	Hospital	on	 the	property.		
However,	a	comprehensive	Historic	Resources	Report	that	evaluates	the	entire	Medical	Campus,	included	in	
this	 Initial	Study	as	Appendix	A,	determined	 that	 the	buildings	are	not	historically	 significant	 (i.e.,	 are	not	
eligible	 for	 individual	 listing	 or	 listing	 as	 contributors	 to	 a	 historic	 district	 in	 the	 National	 Register	 or	
California	 Register,	 as	 discussed	 in	 Response	 V.a),	 and	 their	 removal	 would	 not	 constitute	 an	 impact	 on	
historic	or	scenic	resources.1		

																																																													
1		 GPA	Consulting,	Historic	Resource	Report,	Los	Angeles	Biomedical	Research	 Institute,	1000	W.	Carson	Street,	Torrance,	California,	

July	2013.		
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c)  Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its 

surroundings? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		The	Medical	Campus	is	located	within	a	highly	urbanized	area	surrounded	
by	 residential	 uses	 and	 commercial	 development.	 	 The	 existing	 visual	 character	 of	 the	Medical	 Campus	 is	
generally	 characterized	 by	 aging,	 scattered	 facilities,	 including	 numerous	 one‐story	wood‐frame	 barracks	
buildings	remaining	from	the	c.	1943	founding	of	the	Los	Angeles	Port	of	Embarkation	Station	Hospital,	and	
lacks	a	unified	design.		Landscaping	is	generally	sparse	and	the	Medical	Campus	perimeter	is	not	uniformly	
demarcated.	 	 Finally,	 parking	 is	 scattered	 in	 distant	 surface	 lots	 and	 along	 internal	 roadways	 somewhat	
haphazardly,	 and	 pedestrian	 connections	 to	 buildings	 is	 inadequate.	 Project	 implementation	 would	
substantially	modify	 the	existing	development	pattern	on	 the	Medical	Campus	and	would	 increase	overall	
building	height,	bulk,	and	massing,	throughout	the	Medical	Campus.	 	Building	masses	would	be	articulated	
through	ground	floor	arcades,	covered	pathways,	and	the	creation	of	open	space	courtyards,	open	turf	areas,	
gardens,	 plazas,	 and	 a	 fitness	 trail	 for	 patients,	 staff,	 and	 the	 public.	 	 Although	 the	 Project	 is	 intended	 to	
improve	 the	visual	quality	on	 the	Medical	Campus,	 its	 implementation	would	substantially	alter	 the	visual	
character	of	the	Medical	Campus,	including	its	publicly	visible	perimeters.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	
this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

d)  Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or 

nighttime views in the area? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 within	 a	 highly	 urbanized	 area	
characterized	 by	 medium	 to	 high	 ambient	 nighttime	 artificial	 light	 levels.	 	 During	 nighttime	 hours,	 the	
surrounding	commercial	land	uses	typically	display	moderate	to	high	levels	of	interior	and	exterior	lighting	
for	way‐finding,	security,	parking,	billboards,	signage,	architectural	highlighting,	and	landscaping	purposes.		
Traffic	on	local	streets	also	contributes	to	overall	ambient	artificial	light	levels	in	the	area.		Similar	to	existing	
conditions,	the	Project	would	include	nighttime	illumination	for	architectural	highlighting,	parking,	signage,	
and	security,	which	may	be	visible	from	some	nearby	off‐site	vantages;	thereby	contributing	to	the	lighting	
conditions	 in	 the	 area.	 	 In	 addition,	 the	 Project	 would	 introduce	 new	 building	 surface	 materials	 to	 the	
Medical	Campus.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

II.  AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES   

Would	the	project:	

a)  Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance 

(Farmland), as shown the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping 

Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non‐agricultural use? 

No	 Impact.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 and	 surrounding	 area	 do	 not	 contain	 agricultural	 uses	 or	 related	
operations;	 refer	 to	Figure	9.5,	Agricultural	Resource	Areas	Policy	Map,	of	 the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	
2035.		The	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	on	designated	Prime	Farmland,	Unique	Farmland,	or	Farmland	of	
Statewide	Importance	as	shown	on	the	maps	prepared	pursuant	to	the	Farmland	Mapping	and	Monitoring	
Program.	 	 Therefore,	 the	 Project	 would	 not	 convert	 Prime	 Farmland,	 Unique	 Farmland,	 or	 Farmland	 of	
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Statewide	Importance	to	non‐agricultural	uses,	and	no	impact	would	occur	in	this	regard.		Further	analysis	of	
this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

b)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? 

No	 Impact.	 	 The	Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 in	 the	 C‐3	Unlimited	 Commercial	 Zone	 and	 is	 designated	 for	
Public	 and	 Semi	 Public	 use	 in	 the	 Los	 Angeles	 County	 General	 Plan.	 	 Agricultural	 uses	 are	 not	 permitted	
within	 the	C‐3	 zone	 and	 the	Medical	 Campus	 is	 not	within	 a	 designated	Agricultural	Opportunity	Area	 or	
under	a	Williamson	Act	contract.		Further,	no	agricultural	zoning	is	present	in	the	surrounding	area	and	no	
nearby	lands	are	enrolled	under	the	Williamson	Act.		Therefore,	the	Project	would	not	conflict	with	existing	
zoning	 for	 agricultural	 use	within	 a	 designated	 Agricultural	 Opportunity	 Area	 or	 under	 a	Williamson	 Act	
contract.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.			

c)  Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public 

Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code 

section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government 

Code section 51104(g))?? 

No	Impact.		As	described	in	Response	II.b),	the	Medical	Campus	is	not	zoned	for	agricultural	or	forestry	uses.		
No	land	zoned	as	forest	land	or	timberland	is	present	on	the	Medical	Campus	or	in	the	surrounding	area.		As	
such,	the	Project	would	not	conflict	with	existing	zoning,	or	cause	the	rezoning	of	forest	land,	timberland,	or	
timberland	production	land.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

d)  Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non‐forest use? 

No	Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	 is	 fully	developed	with	hospital	and	related	uses	and	has	been	since	the	
1940s.		No	forest	lands	exist	on	the	Medical	Campus	or	in	the	Project	vicinity.		As	such,	the	Project	would	not	
result	in	the	loss	of	forest	land	or	conversion	of	forest	land	to	non‐forest	use.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	
an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

e)  Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or 

nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non‐agricultural use or conversion of 

forest land to non‐forest use? 

No	Impact.		No	agricultural	resources	or	related	operations	currently	exist	on	or	near	the	Medical	Campus.		
Therefore,	 the	 Project	 would	 not	 involve	 changes	 in	 the	 existing	 environment	 that	 could	 result	 in	 the	
conversion	 of	 farmland	 to	 non‐agricultural	 use	 or	 conversion	 of	 forest	 land	 to	 non‐forest	 use.	 	 Further	
analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	
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III.  AIR QUALITY  

The	 significance	 criteria	 established	by	 the	 South	Coast	Air	Quality	Management	District	 (SCAQMD)	may	be	
relied	upon	to	make	the	following	determinations.		Would	the	project:	

a)  Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the AQMP or Congestion Management 

Plan? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	is	 located	within	the	6,600‐square‐mile	South	Coast	
Air	Basin	(“Basin”);	refer	to	Figure	8.1,	Air	Basins,	of	the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035.		The	South	Coast	
Air	Quality	Management	District	(“SCAQMD”)	is	required,	pursuant	to	the	Clean	Air	Act,	to	reduce	emissions	
of	criteria	pollutants	for	which	the	Basin	is	in	non‐attainment	(i.e.,	ozone,	carbon	monoxide,	PM10,	and	PM2.5).		
The	Project	would	be	subject	to	the	SCAQMD’s	Air	Quality	Management	Plan	(“AQMP”).		The	AQMP	contains	
a	comprehensive	list	of	pollution	control	strategies	directed	at	reducing	emissions	and	achieving	ambient	air	
quality	 standards.	 	 These	 strategies	 are	 developed,	 in	 part,	 based	 on	 regional	 population,	 housing,	 and	
employment	projections	prepared	by	the	Southern	California	Association	of	Governments	(“SCAG”).	

The	 Project	 would	 contribute	 to	 regional	 and	 local	 air	 emissions	 during	 construction	 and	 operation.		
Construction	 activities	would	 produce	 emissions	 from	 construction	 equipment	 and	 fugitive	 dust.	 	 Project	
operations	 would	 increase	 the	 amount	 of	 traffic	 in	 the	 area	 and	 would	 consequently	 generate	 vehicle	
emissions	 that	 could	 affect	 implementation	 of	 the	 AQMP.	 	 As	 such,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 the	 Project’s	
consistency	with	the	AQMP	be	addressed	in	an	EIR.	

b)  Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or 

projected air quality violation? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	As	discussed	in	Response	III.a),	the	Medical	Campus	is	 located	within	the	
Basin,	 which	 is	 in	 non‐attainment	 of	 several	 criteria	 pollutants.	 	 Implementation	 of	 the	 Project	 would	
increase	emissions	on	both	a	short	term	(i.e.,	during	construction)	and	long‐term	basis	in	a	non‐attainment	
area.		Short‐term	construction	emissions	would	result	from	a	number	of	sources,	including	but	not	limited	to	
the	operation	of	heavy‐duty	construction	equipment	and	on‐site	grading.		Long‐term	emissions	would	result	
from	helicopter	activities	and	motor	vehicles	traveling	to	and	from	the	Medical	Campus	once	the	Project	is	
fully	operational	and	stationary	sources	through	the	use	of	natural	gas	and	electricity.		As	the	Project	would	
result	 in	 increased	 air	 emissions	 associated	with	 construction	 and	 operation,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 this	
issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

c)  Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which 

the air basin is non‐attainment (ozone, carbon monoxide, & PM10) under an applicable 

federal or state ambient air quality standard? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 Since	 the	 Project	 would	 result	 in	 increases	 in	 air	 emissions	 from	
construction	 (e.g.,	 construction	 equipment,	 construction	 vehicle	 trips)	 and	 could	 result	 in	 increases	 from	
operations	 (e.g.,	 helicopter	 trips	 as	 increasing	 number	 of	 patients	 arrive	 via	 helicopter,	 vehicle	 trips,	
stationary	sources	such	as	equipment,	etc.)	within	the	Basin,	which	is	currently	in	non‐attainment	of	Federal	
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and	State	air	quality	standards	for	ozone,	carbon	monoxide,	PM10	and	PM2.5,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	
be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

d)  Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 Construction	 activities	 and	 operation	 of	 proposed	 Project	 uses	 would	
increase	air	emissions	compared	to	current	levels.		Land	uses	generally	considered	especially	sensitive	to	air	
pollution	are	as	follows:	hospitals,	schools,	residences,	playgrounds,	child	care	centers,	athletic	facilities,	and	
retirement/convalescent	homes.		Sensitive	receptors	in	the	vicinity	of	the	Medical	Campus	include	patients	
on	 the	Medical	 Campus	 itself	 and	 single‐	 and	multi‐family	 residences	 to	 the	 north,	 east,	 south,	 and	west.		
Halldale	Avenue	Elementary	School,	Meyler	Street	Elementary	School,	Stephen	M.	White	Middle	School,	and	
Caroldale	Avenue	Elementary	School	are	located	approximately	0.10	miles	northwest,	0.15	miles	south,	0.25	
miles	east,	 and	0.50	miles	 southeast	of	 the	Medical	Campus,	 respectively.	 	Normandale	Recreation	Center,	
Veterans	Park,	and	Carson	Park	are	located	approximately	0.30	miles	southwest,	0.60	miles	southeast,	and	
0.70	miles	northeast	of	the	Medical	Campus,	respectively.	 	Construction	and	operation	of	the	Project	could	
result	in	increased	air	emissions	that	could	impact	nearby	sensitive	receptors.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	
that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

e)  Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Project	proposes	the	development	of	new	medical	buildings	and	uses	
on‐site	as	well	as	the	removal	and/or	modification	of	existing	facilities.		The	Project	would	not	introduce	any	
additional	major	odor‐producing	uses	that	would	have	the	potential	to	affect	a	substantial	number	of	people.		
However,	 odors	 associated	with	 Project	 operations	may	 be	 incrementally	 increased	 by	 additional	 on‐site	
waste	 generation	 and	 storage,	 cooking	 odors	 from	 the	 hospital	 cafeteria,	 operation	 of	 the	 Central	 Utility	
Plant,	and	the	use	of	certain	cleaning	agents	on	the	Medical	Campus.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	this	
issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

IV.  BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Would	the	project:	

a)  Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on 

any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or 

regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 

Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

Less	Than	Significant	With	Mitigation	Incorporated.		The	Medical	Campus	is	located	in	a	highly	urbanized	
area	 surrounded	by	 residential	uses	 and	 commercial	development.	 	 The	Medical	Campus	 contains	 several	
landscaped	 courtyards	 with	 mature	 specimen	 trees,	 but	 landscaping	 is	 generally	 sparse	 on	 the	 Medical	
Campus.		The	Medical	Campus	does	not	contain	native	trees	that	are	regulated	by	the	County,	nor	are	other	
candidate,	 sensitive	 plant,	 or	 special	 status	 plant	 species	 present	 on‐site.	 	 Mature	 trees	 on	 the	 Medical	
Campus	 may	 serve	 as	 habitat	 for	 migratory	 birds,	 which	 are	 not	 considered	 sensitive	 species	 but	 are	
regulated	under	the	federal	Migratory	Bird	Treaty	Act;	potential	impacts	on	migratory	birds	resulting	from	
tree	removal	are	addressed	in	Response	V.c)	and	Mitigation	Measure	BIO‐1,	below,	which	would	reduce	this	



Attachment B – Explanation of Checklist Determinations    June 2015 

	

Los	Angeles	County	Department	of	Public	Works	 	 Harbor‐UCLA	Medical	Center	Campus	Master	Plan	Project	
PCR	Services	Corporation	 	 B‐6	
	

potential	impact	to	a	less	than	significant	level.		The	Medical	Campus	does	not	otherwise	provide	habitat	for	
sensitive	wildlife	species.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

b)  Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 

community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California 

Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

No	Impact.		The	Medical	Campus	is	located	in	an	urbanized	area,	and	as	such	does	not	contain	any	riparian	
habitat,	 coastal	 sage	 scrub,	 oak	 woodlands,	 non‐jurisdictional	 wetland	 or	 other	 sensitive	 natural	
communities	as	indicated	in	the	County	or	in	regulations	by	the	California	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	or	
the	U.S.	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service.	 	The	Project	is	not	located	within	a	Significant	Ecological	Area	(“SEA”)	or	
coastal	 resource	area.	 	Therefore,	 the	Project	would	not	have	a	substantial	adverse	effect	on	any	sensitive	
natural	communities.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

c)  Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by 

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, 

coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means? 

No	Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	is	 located	in	a	highly	urbanized	area	surrounded	by	residential	uses	and	
commercial	development.		Neither	the	Medical	Campus	nor	its	surroundings	contains	wetlands	as	defined	by	
Section	 404	 of	 the	 federal	 Clean	Water	 Act.	 	 Therefore,	 the	 Project	 would	 not	 have	 an	 adverse	 effect	 on	
Federally	protected	wetlands.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

d)  Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 

wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 

impede the use of native nursery sites? 

Less	Than	Significant	With	Mitigation	Incorporated.		The	Medical	Campus	and	the	surrounding	area	are	
completely	developed	and	urbanized;	therefore,	the	Medical	Campus	does	not	act	as	a	migratory	corridor	or	
support	resident	 terrestrial	wildlife	movement	as	 it	 is	 surrounded	by	urban	development	 that	extends	 for	
miles.		No	aquatic	habitat	is	present	on	or	adjacent	to	the	Medical	Campus	to	support	fish	species.		The	highly	
developed	 conditions	 of	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 and	 surrounding	 area	 preclude	 its	 use	 as	 a	 native	 wildlife	
nursery	 site.	 	 Therefore,	 the	 Project	 would	 not	 substantially	 interfere	 with	 the	 movement	 of	 any	 native	
resident	or	migratory	fish	or	wildlife	species	or	use	of	any	native	wildlife	nursery	site,	and	further	analysis	of	
this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.			

The	Medical	Campus	contains	ornamental	trees,	several	of	which	are	mature	(i.e.,	greater	than	12	inches	in	
diameter	at	breast	height).	 	These	mature	trees	could	potentially	provide	nesting	sites	 for	migratory	birds	
and	therefore	removal	of	on‐site	mature	trees	could	result	in	a	potentially	significant	impact.		To	ensure	that	
impacts	 are	 reduced	 to	 a	 less	 than	 significant	 level,	 Mitigation	Measure	 BIO‐1	 is	 prescribed	 below.	 	 This	
mitigation	measure	would	 require	 tree	 removal	 activities	 to	 be	 conducted	 in	 accordance	with	 the	 federal	
Migratory	Bird	Treaty	Act,	in	that	tree	removal	would	be	scheduled	between	September	1	and	February	14	
to	the	extent	possible.		If	tree	removal	is	to	occur	outside	this	timeframe,	mature	trees	would	be	surveyed	for	
the	presence	of	nests	no	more	than	seven	(7)	days	prior	to	removal,	and	if	nests	are	found,	 flagged	with	a	
buffer	 area	 until	 the	 nesting	 cycle	 has	 concluded	 or	 the	 nests	 have	 failed.	 	 With	 implementation	 of	 a	
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mitigation	measure	substantially	similar	to	the	one	below	to	ensure	compliance	with	the	requirements	of	the	
MBTA,	impacts	to	migratory	bird	species	would	be	reduced	to	a	less	than	significant	level.	

Mitigation Measures 

BIO‐1:	 If	 the	nesting	 season	cannot	be	avoided	and	construction	or	vegetation	 removal	occurs	
between	March	 1st	 to	 September	 15th	 (January	 1st	 to	 July	 31st	 for	 Raptors),	 the	 County	
shall	do	one	of	the	following	to	avoid	and	minimize	impacts	to	nesting	birds2:	

a)		 Implement	a	300‐foot	minimum	avoidance	buffers	for	all	passerine	birds	and	500	foot	
minimum	 avoidance	 buffer	 for	 all	 raptors	 species.	 	 The	 breeding	 habitat/nest	 site	
shall	 be	 fenced	 and/or	 flagged	 in	 all	 directions.	 The	 nest	 site	 area	 shall	 not	 be	
disturbed	until	 the	nest	becomes	inactive,	the	young	have	fledged,	the	young	are	no	
longer	being	fed	by	the	parents,	 the	young	have	 left	 the	area,	and	the	young	will	no	
longer	be	impacted	by	the	project.3	

b)		 Develop	 a	 project	 specific	 Nesting	 Bird	 Management	 Plan.	 The	 site‐specific	 nest	
protection	 plan	 shall	 be	 submitted	 to	 CDFW	 for	 review.	 	 The	 Plan	 should	 include	
detailed	methodologies	and	definitions	to	enable	a	CDFW‐qualified	avian	biologist	to	
monitor	 and	 implement	 nest‐specific	 buffers	 based	 upon	 the	 life	 history	 of	 the	
individual	 species;	 species	 sensitivity	 to	 noise,	 vibration,	 and	 general	 disturbance;	
individual	 bird	 behavior;	 current	 site	 conditions	 (screening	 vegetation,	 topography,	
etc.),	ambient	levels	of	human	activity;	the	various	project‐related	activities	necessary	
to	construct	the	Project,	and	other	features.		This	Nesting	Bird	Management	Plan	shall	
be	supported	by	a	Nest	Log,	which	 tracks	each	nest	and	 its	outcome.	 	The	Nest	Log	
will	be	submitted	to	CDFW	at	the	end	of	each	week.		

c)		 The	 County	 may	 propose	 an	 alternative	 plan	 for	 avoidance	 of	 nesting	 birds	 for	
submittal	to	CDFW.	

e)  Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as 

tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

No	 Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	and	 the	surrounding	area	are	completely	developed	and	urbanized.	 	No	
locally	 protected	 biological	 resources,	 such	 as	 Wildflower	 Reserve	 Areas,	 SEAs,	 sensitive	 environmental	
resource	areas	(“SERAs”),	or	oak	trees	protected	under	the	Oak	Tree	Permits	(Chapter	22.56	–	Part	16)	(“Oak	
Tree	 Ordinance”)	 of	 the	 County	 Municipal	 Code	 (“Municipal	 Code”),	 exist	 on‐site.	 	 The	 Project	 would	
incorporate	a	landscape	plan	which	would	include	the	planting	of	various	species	of	trees	(evergreen/semi‐
evergreens,	palm	 trees,	and	 flowering	deciduous	 trees),	 and	other	ornamental	plantings,	 including	shrubs,	
turf,	and	groundcover,	in	courtyards,	gardens,	and	other	open	space	features.		Therefore,	the	Project	would	
not	conflict	with	local	policies	or	ordinances	protecting	biological	resources.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	
an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

																																																													
2		 Qualified	avian	biologist	shall	establish	the	necessary	buffers	to	avoid	take	of	nest	as	defined	in	FGC	3503	and	3503.5	
3		 NOTE:	Buffer	area	may	be	increased	if	any	endangered,	threatened,	or	CDFW	species	of	special	concern	are	identified	during	protocol	

or	pre‐construction	presence/absence	surveys.	
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f)  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 

Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat 

conservation plan? 

No	Impact.	 	As	discussed	above,	the	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	SEA.	 	Additionally,	there	is	no	
adopted	Habitat	Conservation	Plan,	Natural	Community	Conservation	Plan,	or	other	approved	local,	regional,	
or	state	habitat	conservation	plan	in	place	for	the	Medical	Campus.		Therefore,	implementation	of	the	Project	
would	not	conflict	with	any	Habitat	Conservation	Plans	and	no	impacts	would	occur	in	this	regard.		Further	
analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

V.  CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Would	the	project:	

a)  Cause a substantial adverse change in significance of a historical resource as defined 

in State CEQA §15064.5? 

Less	Than	Significant	Impact.		A	comprehensive	Historic	Resource	Report	was	prepared	by	GPA	Consulting	
for	the	entire	Medical	Campus	and	is	included	as	Appendix	A	of	this	Initial	Study.4		The	following	discussion	
summarizes	the	findings	of	the	report.		

The	Medical	Campus	was	initially	founded	and	developed	in	1943	by	the	U.S.	Army	to	house	the	Los	Angeles	
Port	of	Embarkation	Station	Hospital.	 	Augmenting	 the	state’s	original	San	Francisco	Port	of	Embarkation,	
from	which	 servicemen	 were	 deployed	 overseas,	 the	 Los	 Angeles	 Port	 of	 Embarkation	 encompassed	 the	
Station	Hospital	and	other	facilities	in	the	Los	Angeles	area,	including	docks	and	warehouses	at	the	Port	of	
Los	Angeles,	a	staging	area	and	training	center	at	Camp	Anza	in	Riverside,	and	ammunition	storage	in	Rialto.		
The	 Port	 of	 Embarkation	 provided	 military	 personnel	 with	 final	 training	 at	 the	 training	 facilities	 before	
deployment	overseas,	and,	at	the	Station	Hospital,	received	wounded	military	personnel	upon	their	return,	
as	well	as	providing	medical	services	to	servicemen	and	their	families	living	in	the	South	Bay	area.			

Between	1943	and	1946,	 the	property	was	developed	with	 a	 central	 administrative	 facility	 and	77	wood‐
framed	barracks	buildings	that	housed	600	patient	beds	and	patient	services.		By	1946,	with	the	end	of	the	
war,	 the	hospital	was	no	 longer	needed	and	the	property	was	sold	by	the	U.S.	Army	as	war	surplus	to	Los	
Angeles	County.	 	 In	1947,	 the	County	 converted	 the	existing	 facilities	 into	 the	Los	Angeles	County	Harbor	
General	Hospital,	to	provide	hospital	services	and	medical	care	for	the	growing	South	Bay	population.		The	
Historic	Resource	Technical	Report	therefore	defined	the	period	of	significance	 for	the	Medical	Campus	as	
being	from	1943‐1946,	the	period	during	which	the	property	was	in	use	by	the	U.S.	military.	 	A	total	of	42	
buildings	of	the	original	77	remain	on	the	Medical	Campus,	primarily	in	the	central	portion	of	the	property.		

The	Medical	 Campus	has	 not	 been	 evaluated	 or	 identified	 as	 significant	 in	 any	previous	 historic	 resource	
surveys,	nor	 is	 it	 currently	designated	a	 landmark	at	 the	national,	 state,	or	 local	 levels.	 	The	property	as	a	
whole	was	 evaluated	 as	 a	 potential	 historic	 district	 in	 the	 Historic	 Resource	 Report,	 and	 resources	were	

																																																													
4		 GPA	Consulting.	Historic	Resource	Report,	Los	Angeles	Biomedical	Research	 Institute,	1000	W.	Carson	Street,	Torrance,	California.		

July	2013.	
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evaluated	 for	 individual	 eligibility	 as	 well.	 	 The	 Historic	 Resource	 Report	 concluded	 that	 the	 property	 is	
significant	in	the	context	of	World	War	II	military	history	in	Los	Angeles,	since	it	was	one	of	a	small	number	
of	facilities	constructed	in	the	region	to	serve	medical	needs	during	World	War	II.	However,	the	property	is	
lacking	in	integrity	–	the	ability	to	convey	its	significance	–	because	there	are	not	enough	buildings	remaining	
from	the	period	of	significance;	the	remaining	buildings	have	been	altered	to	the	point	that	they	no	longer	
contribute	 to	an	historic	district;	 and	enough	new	buildings	have	been	added	 that	 the	property	no	 longer	
represents	an	intact	historic	environment.		With	respect	to	the	individual	eligibility	of	buildings,	while	some	
buildings	 retain	 integrity	 from	 the	 period	 of	 significance,	 they	 do	 not	 effectively	 convey	 the	 history	 or	
significance	 of	 the	 Station	 Hospital	 on	 their	 own.	 As	 such,	 the	 property	 is	 not	 eligible	 for	 listing	 in	 the	
National	Register	or	the	California	Register	as	a	historic	district,	and	none	of	the	buildings	are	individually	
eligible	for	listing	in	the	National	Register	or	the	California	Register.			

Although	Project	implementation	would	not	result	in	significant	impacts	on	historical	resources,	the	Historic	
Resource	 Report	 prepared	 for	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 acknowledges	 its	 significance	 in	 the	 context	 of	 its	
association	with	World	War	II	military	history	in	Los	Angeles.		The	report	further	notes	that,	despite	its	poor	
condition,	Building	N6	is	the	most	intact	remaining	building,	and,	although	the	report	indicates	that	retention	
of	 N6	 is	 not	 required	 to	 avoid	 impacting	 an	 historic	 resource,	 it	 also	 recommends	 consideration	 of	 its	
preservation	 and	 rehabilitation.	 	 The	 County	 proposes	 to	 develop	 a	 publically	 accessible	 interpretive	
program	addressing	the	history	of	the	Medical	Campus,	as	discussed	in	Attachment	A,	Project	Description,	of	
this	 Initial	 Study.	 	The	program	would	be	designed	 in	 consultation	with	a	qualified	architectural	historian	
and	may	include	such	features	as	photographic	documentation,	audiovisual	displays,	documentary	film,	and	
online	accessible	materials.		In	addition,	the	County	will	consider	the	potential	relocation	and	adaptive	reuse	
of	all	or	a	portion	of	Building	N6	as	part	of	its	overall	planning	for	the	improvements	at	the	Medical	Campus.		

Based	on	the	analysis	presented	in	the	Historic	Resource	Report,	implementation	of	the	Project	would	result	
in	 a	 less	 than	 significant	 impact	 on	 historic	 resources.	 	 Further	 analysis	 of	 this	 issue	 in	 an	 EIR	 is	 not	
necessary.	

b)  Cause a substantial adverse change in significance of an archaeological resource 

pursuant to §15064.5? 

Less	 Than	 Significant	With	Mitigation	 Incorporated.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 within	 a	 highly	
urbanized	area	and	has	been	subject	to	physical	disruption	over	the	course	of	several	decades	since	it	was	
first	developed	in	1943.	 	For	this	reason,	 it	 is	 likely	that	any	resources	that	may	have	been	present	on	the	
property	 have	 been	 disturbed	 or	 removed.	 	 Nonetheless,	 previously	 undiscovered	 buried	 archaeological	
resources	could	still	exist	on	the	property.		Implementation	of	the	Project	would	require	grading,	excavation,	
and	 trenching	 into	 native	 soils,	 which	 could	 result	 in	 direct	 impacts	 to	 undiscovered	 resources.	 	 The	
following	 mitigation	 measures	 are	 therefore	 recommended	 to	 ensure	 that	 impacts	 on	 any	 previously	
unknown	 archaeological	 resources	 discovered	 during	 Project	 construction	 would	 remain	 less	 than	
significant.	 	 Operations	 during	 and	 following	 Project	 buildout	 would	 have	 no	 impact	 on	 archaeological	
resources	and	further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	required.	

CULT‐1:		 If	 any	 archaeological	 materials	 are	 encountered	 during	 the	 course	 of	 the	 Project	
development,	work	 in	 the	 area	 shall	 cease	 and	 deposits	 shall	 be	 treated	 in	 accordance	
with	 Federal,	 State,	 and	 local	 guidelines,	 including	 those	 set	 forth	 in	 California	 Public	
Resources	Code	Section	21083.2.	 	As	part	of	 this	effort,	 the	services	of	an	archaeologist	
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meeting	 the	 Secretary	 of	 the	 Interior	 Professional	 Qualification	 Standards	 for	
Archaeology	 shall	 be	 secured	 by	 contacting	 the	 California	 Historical	 Resources	
Information	System	South	Central	Coastal	Information	Center	(CHRIS‐SCCIC)	at	Cal	State	
University	Fullerton,	or	a	member	of	the	Register	of	Professional	Archaeologists	(RPA)	to	
assess	 the	 resources	 and	 evaluate	 the	 impact.	 In	 addition,	 if	 it	 is	 determined	 that	 an	
archaeological	site	is	a	historic	resource,	the	provisions	of	Section	21084.1	of	the	Public	
Resources	Code	and	CEQA	Guidelines	Section	15064.5	would	be	implemented.	

CULT‐2:		 If	 any	 archaeological	 materials	 are	 encountered	 during	 the	 course	 of	 the	 Project	
development,	a	 report	on	 the	archaeological	 findings	shall	be	prepared	by	 the	qualified	
archaeologist.	A	copy	of	the	report	shall	be	submitted	to	the	CHRIS‐SCCIC.	

CULT‐3:		 If	 any	 archaeological	 materials	 are	 encountered	 during	 the	 course	 of	 the	 Project	
development,	 recovered	 archaeological	 materials	 shall	 be	 curated	 at	 an	 appropriate	
accredited	 curation	 facility.	 If	 the	 materials	 are	 prehistoric	 in	 nature,	 affiliated	 Native	
American	 groups	 (identified	 by	 the	 Native	 American	 Heritage	 Commission)	 may	 be	
consulted	regarding	selection	of	the	curation	facility.	

c)  Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 

geologic feature? 

Less	Than	Significant	With	Mitigation	 Incorporated.	 	 The	Medical	Campus	has	been	subject	 to	grading	
and	building	activities	since	it	was	first	developed	in	1943,	and	as	with	archaeological	resources,	it	is	likely	
that	 any	 paleontological	 resources	 once	 present	 on	 the	 property	 have	 been	 disturbed	 or	 removed.		
Nonetheless,	previously	undiscovered	buried	resources	could	still	exist	on	the	property.		Development	of	the	
Project	would	require	grading,	excavation,	and	trenching	 into	native	soils	 that	could	contain	undiscovered	
paleontological	 resources.	 	 The	 following	mitigation	measures	 are	 therefore	 recommended	 to	 ensure	 that	
impacts	on	any	previously	unknown	paleontological	resources	discovered	during	Project	construction	would	
remain	 less	 than	 significant.	 	 Operations	 during	 and	 following	 Project	 buildout	would	 have	 no	 impact	 on	
paleontological	resources	and	further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	required.	

CULT‐4:		 If	 any	 paleontological	 materials	 are	 encountered	 during	 the	 course	 of	 Project	
development,	work	in	the	area	shall	be	halted.	The	services	of	a	qualified	paleontologist	
shall	be	secured	by	contacting	the	Los	Angeles	County	Natural	History	Museum	to	assess	
the	resources.	 In	addition,	a	report	on	the	paleontological	 findings	shall	be	prepared	by	
the	qualified	paleontologist	and	a	copy	of	the	paleontological	report	shall	be	submitted	to	
the	Los	Angeles	County	Natural	History	Museum.	

d)  Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 As	 indicated	 in	 Response	 V.c),	 the	Medical	 Campus	 has	 been	 previously	
graded	 and	 developed,	 and	 no	 known	 traditional	 burial	 sites	 or	 cemeteries	 have	 been	 identified	 on	 the	
property.	 	Nonetheless,	 development	of	 the	Project	would	 require	 grading,	 excavation,	 and	 trenching	 that	
may	 extend	 into	native	 soils.	While	 the	uncovering	of	 human	 remains	 is	 not	 anticipated,	 compliance	with	
state	 law	 (i.e.,	 Public	 Resources	 Code	 Section	 5097.98,	 State	 Health	 and	 Safety	 Code	 Section	 7050.5,	 and	
California	 Code	 of	 Regulations	 Section	 15064.5(e))	 would	 reduce	 potential	 impacts	 during	 Project	
construction	to	a	 less	 than	significant	 level,	and	no	mitigation	measures	are	necessary.	 	Operations	during	
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and	following	Project	buildout	would	not	result	in	impacts	on	human	remains.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	
in	an	EIR	is	not	required.	

VI.  ENERGY 

Would	the	project:	

a)  Conflict with Los Angeles County Green Building Ordinance (L.A. County Code Title 

22, Ch. 22.52, Part 20 and Title 21, § 21.24.440) or Drought Tolerant Landscaping 

Ordinance (L.A. County Code, Title 21, § 21.24.430 and Title 22, Ch. 22.52, Part 21)? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 Implementation	of	 the	Medical	 Campus	would	 require	new	 construction	
and	renovation	of	the	existing	Hospital	building,	which	would	be	subject	to	the	requirements	of	the	County’s	
Green	Building	Ordinance	 and	Drought	 Tolerant	 Landscaping	Ordinance.	 	However,	 given	 the	 uncertainty	
regarding	 the	 future	 implementation	 of	 green	 building	 and	 landscaping	 requirements	 as	 part	 of	 Project	
implementation,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 the	Project’s	 consistency	with	 the	Green	Building	Ordinance	 and	
Drought	Tolerant	Landscaping	Ordinance	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

b)  Involve the inefficient use of energy resources (see Appendix F of the CEQA 

Guidelines)? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		Implementation	of	the	Medical	Campus	would	result	in	the	replacement	of	
aging	structures	with	new,	more	efficient	structures,	as	well	as	renovation	of	the	existing	Hospital	building,	
which	would	likely	result	in	greater	energy	efficiency	than	under	existing	conditions.	 	Nonetheless,	despite	
the	anticipated	 increase	 in	energy	efficiency	per	 square	 foot	of	development,	 given	 the	 substantial	 overall	
increase	 in	 development	 intensity	 on	 the	Medical	 Campus,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 this	 issue	 be	 analyzed	
further	in	an	EIR.	

VII.  GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

Would	the	project:	

a)  Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the 

risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

i)  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist‐Priolo Earthquake 

Fault Zoning Map issued by State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of 

a known fault?  Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42.  

No	Impact.		Fault	rupture	is	the	displacement	that	occurs	along	the	surface	of	a	fault	during	an	earthquake.		
Based	on	criteria	established	by	 the	California	Geological	Survey	(“CGS”),	 faults	can	be	classified	as	active,	
potentially	active,	or	inactive.		Active	faults	are	those	that	have	shown	evidence	of	movement	within	the	past	
11,000	years	(i.e.,	during	the	Holocene	Epoch).		Potentially	active	faults	are	those	that	have	shown	evidence	
of	movement	between	11,000	and	1.6	million	years	ago	(i.e.,	during	the	Pleistocene	Epoch).	 	Inactive	faults	
are	those	that	have	not	exhibited	displacement	within	the	last	1.6	million	years.		Additionally,	there	are	blind	
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thrust	faults,	which	are	 low	angle	reverse	faults	with	no	surface	exposure.	 	Due	to	their	buried	nature,	the	
existence	of	blind	thrust	faults	is	usually	not	known	until	they	produce	an	earthquake.	

The	 seismically	 active	 region	 of	 southern	 California	 is	 crossed	 by	 numerous	 active	 and	 potentially	 active	
faults	and	is	underlain	by	several	blind	thrust	faults.		The	CGS	has	established	earthquake	fault	zones	known	
as	 Alquist‐Priolo	 Earthquake	 Fault	 Zones	 around	 the	 surface	 traces	 of	 active	 faults	 to	 assist	 cities	 and	
counties	in	planning,	zoning,	and	building	regulation	functions.		These	zones	identify	areas	where	potential	
surface	rupture	along	an	active	fault	could	prove	hazardous	and	identify	where	special	studies	are	required	
to	characterize	hazards	to	habitable	structures.		According	to	Figure	12.1,	Seismic	and	Geotechnical	Hazard	
Zones	 Policy	 Map,	 of	 the	 County’s	 Draft	 General	 Plan	 2035,	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 not	 located	 within	 a	
seismic	or	geotechnical	hazard	zone.		Further,	the	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	designated	Alquist‐
Priolo	Earthquake	Fault	Zone.		As	no	known	earthquake	faults	or	Alquist‐Priolo	Earthquake	Fault	Zones	exist	
on	or	near	the	Medical	Campus,	there	would	be	no	potential	for	surface	fault	rupture	to	affect	future	uses	and	
further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary	

ii)  Strong seismic ground shaking? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 within	 the	 seismically	 active	 Southern	
California	area.		The	nearest	active	fault,	the	Palos	Verdes	Fault,	is	located	approximately	3.5	miles	south	of	
the	Medical	 Campus.	 	 For	 these	 reasons,	 the	Medical	 Campus	 could	 be	 subject	 to	 seismic	 ground	 shaking	
during	earthquake	events	on	any	one	of	various	active	 faults	 in	 the	region.	 	The	proposed	Project	 is	being	
undertaken	in	part	due	to	State	law,	which	requires	that	all	acute	care	facilities	constructed	prior	to	1973	be	
decommissioned	unless	 they	can	be	 retrofitted	 to	meet	 current	 seismic	 safety	 requirements.	 	As	 such,	 the	
County	 proposes	 to	 relocate	 acute	 care	 services	 from	 the	 existing	Hospital	 building	 to	 the	 proposed	 new	
Hospital	Tower	and	re‐purpose	the	existing	Hospital	 for	sub‐acute	care	uses.	 	Although	newly	constructed	
future	uses	would	be	required	to	comply	with	State	and	County	regulations	related	to	seismic	safety,	given	
the	Medical	 Campus’s	 proximity	 to	 active	 faults	 in	 the	 region,	 impacts	 related	 to	 seismic	 ground	 shaking	
would	be	potentially	significant.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

iii)  Seismic‐related ground failure, including liquefaction? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 Liquefaction	 is	 a	 form	of	 earthquake‐induced	 ground	 failure	 that	 occurs	
primarily	 in	 relatively	 shallow,	 loose,	 granular,	water‐saturated	 soils.	 	 Liquefaction	 can	 occur	when	 these	
types	of	soils	lose	their	inherent	shear	strength	due	to	excess	water	pressure	that	builds	up	during	repeated	
movement	 from	 seismic	 activity.	 	 Liquefaction	 usually	 results	 in	 horizontal	 and	 vertical	movements	 from	
lateral	 spreading	 of	 liquefied	materials	 and	 post‐earthquake	 settlement	 of	 liquefied	materials.	 	 A	 shallow	
groundwater	table,	the	presence	of	loose	to	medium	dense	sand	and	silty	sand,	and	a	long	duration	and	high	
acceleration	 of	 seismic	 shaking	 are	 factors	 that	 contribute	 to	 the	 potential	 for	 liquefaction.	 	 According	 to	
Figure	12.1,	Seismic	and	Geotechnical	Hazard	Zones	Policy	Map,	of	the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035,	the	
Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	seismically	induced	liquefaction	zone.		However,	given	the	potential	
for	seismic	shaking	and	related	secondary	effects	at	the	Medical	Campus,	it	is	recommended	that	liquefaction	
and	lateral	spreading	be	further	evaluated	in	an	EIR.	

iv)  Landslides? 

No	 Impact.	 	 Similar	 to	 the	 surrounding	 region,	 the	 terrain	 of	 the	Medical	 Campus	 is	 relatively	 flat.	 	 The	
proposed	grading	and	development	would	not	have	an	adverse	effect	on	geologic	stability	on‐site	or	off‐site	



June 2015    Attachment B – Explanation of Checklist Determinations 

 

Los	Angeles	County	Department	of	Public	Works	 	 Harbor‐UCLA	Medical	Center	Campus	Master	Plan	Project	
PCR	Services	Corporation	 	 B‐13	
	

in	 adjacent	 areas.	 	 According	 to	 Figure	 12.1,	 Seismic	 and	 Geotechnical	 Hazard	 Zones	 Policy	 Map,	 of	 the	
County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035,	the	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	seismically	induced	landslide	
zone	and	no	sloped	areas	exist	in	the	immediate	area.		Therefore,	no	impact	would	occur	and	further	analysis	
of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

b)  Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		Implementation	of	the	Medical	Campus	would	require	building,	hardscape,	
and	infrastructure	demolition,	site	clearance,	and	grading	and	excavation,	which	would	expose	on‐site	soils.		
Construction	 activities	 associated	 with	 the	 Project,	 therefore,	 would	 have	 the	 potential	 to	 result	 in	 soil	
erosion	during	grading	and	construction	activities.		Thus,	it	is	recommended	that	geologic	hazards	associated	
with	soil	erosion	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

c)  Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable 

as a result of the project, and potentially result in on‐ or off‐site landslides, lateral 

spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		As	discussed	in	Response	VI.a.iv),	above,	the	Project	area	is	not	susceptible	
to	 landslides.	 	 Subsidence	 occurs	when	 fluids	 from	 the	 ground	 (such	 as	 petroleum	 and	 groundwater)	 are	
withdrawn.	 	 Since	 the	Medical	 Campus	 is	 not	 located	within	 a	 known	 oil	 field	 or	 groundwater	 extraction	
area,	subsidence	associated	with	extraction	activities	is	not	anticipated.		However,	evaluation	of	this	issue	in	
an	 EIR	 is	 recommended	 given	 the	 potential	 for	 seismic‐related	 effects	 on	 proposed	 development	 and	 the	
extent	of	grading	and	excavation	proposed.	

d)  Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18‐1‐B of the Uniform Building Code 

(1994), creating substantial risks to life or property? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	Expansive	soils	are	typically	associated	with	fine‐grained	clayey	soils	that	
have	 the	potential	 to	 shrink	 and	 swell	with	 repeated	 cycles	 of	wetting	 and	drying.	 	 The	 soils	 beneath	 the	
Medical	 Campus	 have	 not	 yet	 been	 formally	 characterized,	 and	 therefore	 it	 is	 assumed	 that	 the	 potential	
exists	for	expansive	soils	that	may	present	a	hazard	to	proposed	development.		Therefore,	further	analysis	of	
this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	recommended.	

e)  Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative 

wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of 

wastewater? 

No	Impact.		The	Medical	Campus	is	located	in	an	urbanized	area	with	wastewater	infrastructure	already	in	
place.	 	 New	 development	 proposed	 as	 part	 of	 Project	 implementation	 would	 connect	 to	 existing	 off‐site	
infrastructure	 and	would	 not	 use	 septic	 tanks	 or	 alternative	wastewater	 disposal	 systems.	 	 Therefore,	 no	
impact	would	occur,	and	further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	
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VIII.  GREENHOUSE GASES  

Would	the	project:	

a)    Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a 

significant impact on the environment, based on any applicable threshold of 

significance? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	Construction	and	operation	of	the	Project	would	increase	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	 ("GHGs).	which	have	 the	potential	 to	 either	 individually	 or	 cumulatively	 result	 to	 contribute	 to	
impacts	on	the	environment.		Therefore,	this	issue	should	be	further	evaluated	in	an	EIR.	

b.    Conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regulation of an agency adopted for the 

purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 Project	 would	 comply	with	 the	 County’s	 Green	 Building	 Ordinance	
(Chapter	22.52	 –	Part	 20	of	 the	Municipal	 Code)	by	 conserving	 energy,	water,	 and	natural	 resources,	 and	
promoting	 a	healthier	 environment.	 	 In	 conformance	with	 the	 requirements	 of	 this	 ordinance,	 the	Project	
would	be	designed	to	reduce	GHG	emissions	through	various	energy	conservation	measures.		In	addition,	the	
Project	would	implement	applicable	energy	conservation	measures	to	reduce	GHG	emissions,	such	as	those	
described	in	the	California	Global	Warming	Solutions	Act	of	2006	(AB	32).	 	However,	to	the	extent	that	the	
Project	 could	 result	 in	 conflicts	with	 applicable	 GHG	 reduction	 plans,	 policies,	 or	 regulations,	 impacts	 are	
considered	potentially	significant	and	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

IX.  HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Would	the	project:	

a)  Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine 

transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	Project	would	 include	 future	development	 of	medical	 buildings	 and	
uses	on‐site,	as	well	as	the	removal,	replacement,	and	modification	of	existing	buildings.		Construction	of	the	
Project	would	 involve	 the	 temporary	use	of	hazardous	 substances	 in	 the	 form	of	paint,	 adhesives,	 surface	
coatings	and	other	 finishing	materials,	and	cleaning	agents,	 fuels,	and	oils.	 	Operation	of	 the	Project	would	
involve	the	use	and	storage	of	 limited	quantities	of	potentially	hazardous	materials	in	the	form	of	cleaning	
solvents,	 painting	 supplies,	 and	 pesticides	 for	 landscaping.	 	 Typical	 waste	 generated	 from	 hospital	 uses	
includes	general	waste,	regulated	medical	waste,	sharps	containers,	pharmaceutical	waste,	chemo	waste,	and	
pathological	 waste.	 	 Given	 the	 nature	 of	 proposed	 uses,	 construction	 and	 operation	 of	 the	 Project	 could	
create	a	significant	hazard	to	the	public	or	the	environment	through	the	routine	transport,	use,	or	disposal	of	
hazardous	materials.		It	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	
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b)  Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably 

foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials 

into the environment?  

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	As	noted	above,	the	Project	would	include	future	development	of	medical	
buildings	and	uses	on‐site,	as	well	as	the	removal,	replacement,	and	modification	of	existing	buildings,	which	
would	 involve	 the	routine	use,	 storage,	 transport,	or	disposal	of	 limited	quantities	of	hazardous	materials.		
Additionally,	 short‐term	 grading	 activities,	 including	 trenching	 and	 excavation,	 could	 expose	 construction	
workers	 or	 the	 public	 to	 unknown	 hazardous	materials	 in	 on‐site	 soil	 and/or	 groundwater,	 should	 such	
materials	be	present.		As	some	of	the	buildings	were	built	as	early	as	1943,	it	is	possible	that	lead‐based	paint	
and	paint	residues	are	present	in	the	buildings.		If	released	into	the	environment,	these	materials	could	pose	
a	significant	hazard	to	construction	workers	or	the	public.	 	Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	
analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

c)  Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 

substances, or waste within one‐quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 Schools	within	one‐quarter	mile	of	 the	Medical	Campus	 include	Halldale	
Avenue	Elementary	School,	Meyler	Street	Elementary	School,	and	Stephen	M.	White	Middle	School.		Project	
construction	 and	 operation	 could	 result	 in	 hazardous	 emissions	 or	 the	 handling	 of	 hazardous	 or	 acutely	
hazardous	materials,	substances,	or	waste.	 	Because	of	the	close	proximity	of	the	Medical	Campus	to	these	
sensitive	land	uses,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

d)  Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 

pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would create a 

significant hazard to the public or the environment? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	is	 located	in	a	highly	urbanized	area	surrounded	by	
residential	uses	and	commercial	development.	 	Given	 the	potential	presence	of	 listed	hazardous	materials	
on‐site,	and	associated	potential	for	existing	contamination	to	affect	the	proposed	new	uses	on‐site	as	well	as	
surrounding	off‐site	land	uses,	impacts	related	to	the	release	of	hazardous	materials	during	construction	and	
operation	 of	 the	 Project	 are	 considered	 potentially	 significant.	 	 A	 hazardous	 materials	 assessment	 will	
include	 a	 current	 database	 search	 of	 hazardous	 materials	 sites	 compiled	 pursuant	 to	 Government	 Code	
section	 65962.5.	 	 It	 is	 recommended	 that	 the	 results	 of	 this	 search	 and	 analysis	 of	 potential	 impacts	
associated	with	hazardous	materials	sites	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

e)  For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not 

been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the 

project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	is	not	within	an	airport	land	use	plan	or	within	two	
miles	of	a	public	use	airport.		The	nearest	public	airports,	Zamperini	Field	(3301	Airport	Drive	in	Torrance),	
Hawthorne	 Municipal	 Airport	 (12101	 S.	 Crenshaw	 Boulevard	 in	 Hawthorne),	 Compton/Woodley	 Airport	
(901	W.	Alondra	Boulevard	in	Compton),	and	Los	Angeles	International	Airport	(“LAX”)	(1	World	Way	in	Los	
Angeles),	are	 located	approximately	 four	miles,	seven	miles,	nine	miles,	and	eleven	miles	from	the	Medical	
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Campus,	 respectively.	 	However,	 the	Project	proposes	 to	 relocate	 an	 existing	helipad	 to	 a	new	permanent	
location	atop	the	proposed	new	hospital	building.		It	is	recommended	that	future	helicopter	operations	and	
associated	safety	hazards	within	and	outside	the	Medical	Campus	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

f)  For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a 

safety hazard for the people residing or working in the area? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		There	are	no	private	airstrips	in	the	vicinity	of	the	Medical	Campus,	and	the	
Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	designated	airport	hazard	area.		As	discussed	in	Response	VIII.e),	the	
Project	proposes	to	relocate	an	existing	helipad	to	a	permanent	new	location	atop	the	proposed	new	hospital	
building.	 	 It	 is	 recommended	 that	 future	 helicopter	 operations	 and	 associated	 safety	 hazards	 for	 people	
residing	or	working	in	the	area	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

g)  Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 

response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

Less	Than	Significant	 Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	 is	bordered	by	Carson	Street	on	 the	north,	Vermont	
Avenue	on	the	east,	220th	Street	on	the	south,	and	Normandie	Avenue	on	the	west.		According	to	Figure	12.7,	
Disaster	Routes,	of	the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035,	the	nearest	freeway	disaster	routes	to	the	Medical	
Campus	are	the	Harbor	Freeway	and	the	San	Diego	Freeway,	located	approximately	less	than	0.10	miles	east	
and	two	miles	north	and	east	of	the	Medical	Campus,	respectively.		Implementation	of	the	Project	would	not	
result	in	the	physical	changes	to	the	freeways	or	any	streets	designated	as	an	evacuation	route	in	an	adopted	
emergency	response	or	evacuation	plan.			

While	it	is	expected	that	the	majority	of	construction	activities	and	staging	areas	would	occur	entirely	within	
the	 Medical	 Campus	 boundaries,	 short‐term	 construction	 activities	 for	 sidewalk	 and	 infrastructure	
improvements	may	temporarily	disrupt	access	on	portions	of	 the	public	rights‐of‐way.	 	 In	 these	 instances,	
the	Project	would	implement	traffic	control	measures	(e.g.,	construction	flagmen,	signage,	etc.)	to	maintain	
flow	 and	 access.	 	 Furthermore,	 development	 of	 the	 Project	 would	 comply	 with	 County’s	 building	 and	
applicable	fire	and	safety	codes	that	require	adequate	access	for	fire	personnel	and	equipment	in	and	out	of	
the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 Similarly,	 access	 for	 doctors,	 staff,	 patients,	 and	 visitors	 would	 be	 maintained	
throughout	future	construction	phases	such	that	no	interruption	or	reduction	in	the	availability	of	medical	
care	 services	 would	 occur.	 	 Therefore,	 construction	 activities	 are	 not	 expected	 to	 result	 in	 inadequate	
emergency	access.			

The	 Project	 proposes	 to	 redesign	 the	 existing	 Medical	 Campus	 to	 improve	 vehicular	 access	 and	 internal	
circulation.	 	 Given	 the	 proposed	 improvements	 to	 Project	 ingress/egress	 and	 parking	 design,	 access	 and	
circulation	 at	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 are	 not	 anticipated	 to	 interfere	 with	 emergency	 vehicle	 access.	 	 An	
Emergency	Evacuation	Plan	 for	 the	Project,	 as	 for	 the	existing	hospital,	would	be	maintained,	periodically	
updated,	 and	 implemented	 as	 necessary	 during	 emergency	 situations	 at	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 to	 ensure	
proper	procedures	 are	 followed	 to	protect	 human	health	 and	 safety.	 	 For	 these	 reasons,	 construction	 and	
operation	 of	 the	 Project	 would	 not	 impair	 implementation	 of	 or	 physically	 interfere	 with	 an	 adopted	
emergency	response	plan	or	emergency	evacuation	plan.		Impacts	would	be	less	than	significant,	and	further	
analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	
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h)  Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving 

wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where 

residences are intermixed with wildlands? 

No	Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	is	 located	within	a	highly	urbanized	area	surrounded	by	residential	uses	
and	commercial	development.		The	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	an	identified	wildland	fire	hazard	
area	or	very	high	fire	hazard	severity	zone,	based	on	Figure	12.6,	Fire	Hazard	Severity	Zones	Policy	Map,	of	
the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

X.  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY  

Would	the	project:	

a)  Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	Project	construction	would	alter	the	quantity	and	composition	of	surface	
runoff	 through	 grading	 of	 hardscape	 surfaces,	 construction	 of	 impervious	 streets,	 building	 development,	
introduction	of	urban	pollutants,	and	irrigation	of	newly	landscaped	areas.		Additionally,	operation	of	future	
uses	could	result	 in	increases	in	pollutant	discharges	to	receiving	waters	(including	impaired	water	bodies	
pursuant	to	the	Clean	Water	Act	Section	303(d)	list),	significant	alteration	of	receiving	water	quality	during	
or	following	construction,	or	violation	of	water	quality	standards	or	waste	discharge	requirements.		Impacts	
could	be	potentially	significant	and	further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	necessary.	

b)  Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with 

groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a 

lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre‐existing 

nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or 

planned land uses for which permits have been granted)? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 Project	 would	 not	 directly	 deplete	 groundwater	 supplies	 as	 no	
groundwater	extraction	activities	are	proposed.		However,	the	Project	would	involve	future	development	of	
medical	buildings	and	uses	on	the	Medical	Campus,	as	well	as	the	removal,	replacement,	and	modification	of	
existing	buildings,	circulation,	and	landscaping,	which	could	increase	impervious	surface	area	on‐site.	 	The	
reduction	 in	 pervious	 surface	 area	 could	 potentially	 reduce	 the	 amount	 of	 water	 reaching	 groundwater	
aquifers	 beneath	 the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 As	 such,	 impacts	 related	 to	 groundwater	 recharge	 would	 be	
potentially	significant	and	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.					

c)  Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through 

the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in 

substantial erosion or siltation on‐ or off‐site? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	Project	 implementation	would	substantially	modify	 the	existing	drainage	
characteristics	on	the	Medical	Campus	over	the	long‐term,	and	is	expected	to	result	in	an	overall	increase	in	
pervious	 surface	 area	 and	 the	 installation	 or	 implementation	 of	 a	 range	 of	 water	 quality	 and	 drainage	
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features	 and	 practices.	 	 Nonetheless,	 given	 the	 magnitude	 of	 redevelopment	 proposed	 and	 the	 related	
modification	of	drainage	patterns,	impacts	are	considered	potentially	significant	and	it	is	recommended	that	
this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

d)  Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through 

the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or 

amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on‐ or off‐site? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	Refer	to	Response	IX.c).	 	The	Project	would	modify	the	drainage	patterns	
on	the	Medical	Campus,	and	as	such,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

e)  Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or 

planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of 

polluted runoff? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Medical	Campus	is	currently	developed	with	urban	uses	and	existing	
storm	drain	facilities	currently	provide	stormwater	drainage	for	on‐site	uses.		The	Project	would	be	designed	
and	 constructed	 to	 comply	with	 LA	 County’s	 low	 impact	 development	 (“LID”)	 standards	 for	 storm	water	
management,	 but	 could	 potentially	 result	 in	 adverse	 impacts	 to	 downstream	 drainage	 facilities.	 	 To	
determine	if	the	Project	would	create	or	contribute	runoff	that	could	exceed	the	capacity	of	storm	drainage	
facilities	in	the	area,	and	to	identify	appropriate	LID	compliance	features	and	practices,	 it	 is	recommended	
that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

f)  Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	As	discussed	 in	Response	 IX.a),	Project	 implementation	could	potentially	
substantially	degrade	water	quality.		This	issue	will	be	evaluated	further	in	the	EIR.	

g)  Place housing within a 100‐year flood plain as mapped on federal Flood Hazard 

Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map? 

No	 Impact.	 	According	 to	Figure	12.2,	Flood	Hazard	Zones	Policy	Map,	of	 the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	
2035,	the	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	100‐year	flood	hazard	area.		Therefore,	the	Project	would	
not	place	housing	within	a	100‐year	flood	plain,	and	no	impact	would	occur	in	this	regard.		Further	analysis	
of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

h)  Place within a 100‐year flood hazard area structures which would impede or redirect 

flood flows? 

No	 Impact.	 	As	discussed	 in	Response	 IX.g),	 the	Medical	Campus	 is	not	 located	within	a	FEMA‐designated	
100‐year	 floodplain.	 	 Therefore,	 the	 Project	would	 not	 place	 structures	within	 a	 100‐year	 floodplain	 that	
would	impede	or	redirect	flood	flows.		Thus,	no	impact	would	occur	with	regard	to	floodplains	and	further	
analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	
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i)  Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving 

flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam? 

No	Impact.		As	discussed	in	Response	IX.g),	the	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	100‐year	floodplain.		
No	dams	or	levees	are	present	on	or	near	the	Medical	Campus.		According	to	Figure	12.4,	Dam	and	Reservoir	
Inundation	Areas,	of	the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035,	the	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	flood	
hazard	area	due	to	failure	of	a	dam	or	reservoir.	 	Therefore,	flooding	resulting	from	a	dam	or	levee	failure	
would	not	occur.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	the	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

j)  Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? 

No	 Impact.	 	A	seiche	 is	an	oscillation	of	a	body	of	water	 in	an	enclosed	or	semi‐enclosed	basin,	 such	as	a	
reservoir,	harbor,	lake,	or	storage	tank.		A	tsunami	is	a	great	sea	wave,	commonly	referred	to	as	a	tidal	wave,	
produced	 by	 a	 significant	 undersea	 disturbance	 such	 as	 tectonic	 displacement	 of	 the	 sea	 floor	 associated	
with	large,	shallow	earthquakes.		Mudflows	result	from	the	down	slope	movement	of	soil	and/or	rock	under	
the	influence	of	gravity.	

The	Medical	Center	is	not	adjacent	to	any	large	body	of	water,	and	therefore	there	is	no	potential	for	seiche	
hazards.	 	 The	Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 approximately	 5.2	miles	 east	 of	 the	Pacific	Ocean.	 	 According	 to	
Figure	 12.3,	 Tsunami	 Hazard	 Areas,	 of	 the	 County’s	 Draft	 General	 Plan	 2035,	 the	Medical	 Campus	 is	 not	
located	within	 a	 tsunami	 hazard	 area.	 	 The	Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	within	 a	 relatively	 flat	 and	 highly	
urbanized	area	surrounded	by	residential	uses	and	commercial	development	and	as	such	 is	not	 in	an	area	
susceptible	to	mudflows.		Further	analysis	of	these	issues	in	the	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

XI.  LAND USE AND PLANNING   

Would	the	project:	

a)  Physically divide an established community? 

No	 Impact.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 in	 an	 urbanized	 area	 surrounded	 by	 residential	 uses	 and	
commercial	development.		The	Project	involves	future	development	of	medical	buildings	and	uses	on‐site,	as	
well	 as	 the	 expansion,	 removal,	 replacement,	 and	modification	within	 the	 existing	Medical	 Campus.	 	 The	
Project	 would	 result	 in	 the	 renovation	 and	 expansion	 of	 existing	 hospital,	 medical	 office,	 research,	 and	
related	 medical	 uses	 entirely	 within	 the	 existing	 Medical	 Campus	 boundaries,	 and	 therefore	 would	 not	
physically	divide	an	established	community.		Thus,	no	impact	would	occur	in	this	regard	and	further	analysis	
of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

b)  Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy or regulation of an agency with 

jurisdiction over the project (including but not limited to the general plan, specific plan, 

coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating 

an environmental effect? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 Although	 the	 existing	 Hospital	 and	 related	 uses	 are	 consistent	with	 the	
current	 designated	 land	 use	 and	 zoning	 designations	 for	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 and	 future	 uses	 would	 be	
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similarly	consistent,	the	Project	would	substantially	increase	the	intensity	of	on‐site	development.		As	such,	
impacts	related	to	conflicts	with	applicable	plans,	policies,	and	regulations	could	occur.			It	is	recommended	
that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

c)  Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community 

conservation plan? 

No	 Impact.	 	 As	 discussed	 above,	 the	Medical	 Campus	 is	 not	 located	 within	 a	 Significant	 Ecological	 Area	
(SEA).		Additionally,	there	is	no	adopted	Habitat	Conservation	Plan,	Natural	Community	Conservation	Plan,	
or	 other	 approved	 local,	 regional,	 or	 state	 habitat	 conservation	 plan	 in	 place	 for	 the	 Medical	 Campus.		
Therefore,	Project	 implementation	would	not	 conflict	with	any	Habitat	Conservation	Plan,	 and	no	 impacts	
would	occur	in	this	regard.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	required.	

XII.  MINERAL RESOURCES   

Would	the	project:	

a)  Result in the loss or availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value 

to the region and the residents of the state? 

No	 Impact.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 not	 located	 within	 a	 known	 mineral	 resource	 area	 and	 no	 mineral	
resources	 are	 known	 to	 exist	 at	 the	Medical	 Campus	 or	 in	 the	 surrounding	 area,	 as	 shown	 in	 Figure	 9.6,	
Natural	Resource	Areas,	of	the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035.		Therefore,	no	impact	to	mineral	resources	
would	occur.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.			

b)  Result in the loss of availability of a locally‐important mineral resource recovery site 

delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan? 

No	 Impact.	 	 The	Medical	Campus	 is	 not	 located	within	a	Mineral	Resource	Zone	and	 there	are	no	known	
designated	 locally‐important	 mineral	 resources	 located	 on	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 or	 in	 the	 vicinity,	 as	
illustrated	 in	 Figure	 9.6,	Natural	 Resource	Areas,	 of	 the	 County’s	Draft	 General	 Plan	 2035.	 	 Therefore,	 no	
impact	to	mineral	resources	would	occur.		Further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

XIII.  NOISE 

Would	the	project	result	in:		

a)  Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of standards 

established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other 

agencies? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 Construction	of	 the	Project	would	 require	 the	use	of	heavy	 construction	
equipment	(e.g.,	bulldozers,	backhoes,	cranes,	loaders,	etc.)	that	would	generate	noise	on	a	short‐term	basis	
during	 each	 future	 development	 phase.	 	 Additionally,	 operations	 following	 Project	 buildout	may	 increase	
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existing	 noise	 levels	 as	 a	 result	 of	 related	 traffic,	 emergency	 vehicles/ambulance	 sirens,	 helicopter	
operations,	 heating,	 ventilating,	 and	 air	 conditioning	 (“HVAC”)	 systems,	 loading/unloading	 of	 trucks,	 and	
other	activities	on	the	Medical	Campus.		As	such,	nearby	sensitive	uses	could	potentially	be	affected.		Noise‐
sensitive	areas	 typically	 include	residential	areas,	 schools,	 convalescent	hospitals,	acute	care	 facilities,	and	
park	 and	 recreational	 areas.	 	 Sensitive	 receptors	 in	 the	Project	 vicinity	 consist	 of	 single‐	 and	multi‐family	
residences	 to	 the	 north,	 east,	 south,	 and	 west.	 	 Schools	 in	 the	 Project	 area	 include	 Halldale	 Avenue	
Elementary	School,	Meyler	Street	Elementary	School,	Stephen	M.	White	Middle	School,	and	Caroldale	Avenue	
Elementary	School,	which	arelocated	approximately	0.10	miles	northwest,	0.15	miles	south,	0.25	miles	east,	
and	0.50	miles	southeast	of	the	Medical	Campus,	respectively.		The	Carson	Library	is	located	approximately	
0.75	miles	east	of	the	Medical	Campus.		Normandale	Recreation	Center,	Veterans	Park,	and	Carson	Park	are	
located	approximately	0.30	miles	southwest,	0.60	miles	southeast,	and	0.70	miles	northeast	of	the	Medical	
Campus,	respectively.		The	Project	would	result	in	short‐term	construction	and	long‐term	operational	noise	
level	 increases	 in	 the	 Project	 area	 that	 could	 exceed	 established	 noise	 standards	 at	 nearby	 sensitive	
receptors,	which	would	be	considered	a	potentially	significant	impact.		It	is	recommended	that	the	Project’s	
potential	to	exceed	noise	standards	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

b)  Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive groundborne vibration or 

groundborne noise levels? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		Construction	of	the	Project	may	generate	groundborne	vibration	and	noise	
due	to	site	grading,	clearing	activities,	and	haul	truck	travel.	 	 In	addition,	Project	construction	may	require	
pile	 driving.	 	 As	 such,	 the	 Project	 would	 have	 the	 potential	 to	 expose	 people	 to,	 or	 generate,	 excessive	
groundborne	 vibration	 and	 noise	 levels	 during	 short‐term	 construction	 activities.	 	 Therefore,	 it	 is	
recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

Additionally,	operation	of	the	Project’s	hospital‐related	uses	could	generate	groundborne	vibration	or	noise	
at	 levels	 beyond	 those	 that	 currently	 exist	 within	 the	 existing	 urbanized	 development	 setting.	 	 As	 such,	
operation	of	 the	Project	 could	have	 the	potential	 to	 expose	people	 to	 excessive	 groundborne	 vibration	or	
noise.		Further	analysis	of	operational	groundborne	vibration	or	noise	in	an	EIR	is	recommended.	

c)  A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 

above levels existing without the project? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 As	 discussed	 in	 Response	 XII.a,	 above,	 operation	 of	 the	 Project	 may	
increase	 existing	 noise	 levels	 as	 a	 result	 of	 Project‐related	 traffic,	 emergency	 vehicles/ambulance	 sirens,	
helicopter	 activities,	 HVAC	 systems,	 loading/unloading	 of	 trucks,	 and	 human	 activities	 on	 the	 Medical	
Campus.	 	 Therefore,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 potential	 impacts	 associated	 with	 a	 permanent	 increase	 in	
ambient	noise	levels	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.			

d)  A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project 

vicinity above levels existing without the project? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		As	discussed	in	Response	XII.a),	construction	of	the	Project	would	require	
the	 use	 of	 heavy	 construction	 equipment	 (e.g.,	 bulldozers,	 backhoes,	 cranes,	 loaders,	 etc.)	 that	 would	
generate	 noise	 on	 a	 short‐term	 basis	 during	 the	 various	 phases	 of	 Project	 construction.	 	 Therefore,	 it	 is	
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recommended	 that	 potential	 impacts	 associated	 with	 a	 temporary	 or	 periodic	 increase	 in	 ambient	 noise	
levels	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

e)  For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not 

been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the 

project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 As	 discussed	 in	 Response	 VIII.e),	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 not	 within	 an	
airport	 land	use	 plan	 or	within	 two	miles	 of	 a	 public	 use	 airport.	 	 The	nearest	 public	 airports,	 Zamperini	
Field,	 Hawthorne	Municipal	 Airport,	 Compton/Woodley	 Airport,	 and	 LAX	 are	 located	 approximately	 four	
miles,	seven	miles,	nine	miles,	and	eleven	miles	from	the	Medical	Campus,	respectively.		However,	the	Project	
proposes	 to	 relocate	 the	existing	helipad	 to	a	permanent	helipad	 location	atop	 the	proposed	new	hospital	
building,	 and	 to	 relocate	 the	existing	helicopter	pad	 to	 a	 temporary	 location	on	 the	Medical	Campus	 for	 a	
period	 during	 construction.	 	 Future	 helicopter	 operations	 and	 associated	 noise	 generation	 within	 and	
outside	the	Medical	Campus	could	result	in	potentially	significant	noise	impacts	to	sensitive	receptors	in	the	
area.		As	such,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.			

f)  For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, heliport or helistop, would the 

project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 As	 discussed	 in	 Response	 VIII.f),	 there	 are	 no	 private	 airstrips	 in	 the	
vicinity	of	the	Medical	Campus,	and	Medical	Campus	is	not	located	within	a	designated	airport	hazard	area.		
However,	 the	 Project	 proposes	 to	 relocate	 the	 existing	 helipad	 to	 a	 permanent	 helipad	 location	 atop	 the	
proposed	new	hospital	building.	 	Future	helicopter	operations	and	associated	noise	generation	within	and	
outside	the	Medical	Campus	could	result	in	potentially	significant	noise	impacts	to	sensitive	receptors	in	the	
area.		It	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

XIV.  POPULATION AND HOUSING   

Would	the	project:	

a)  Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by 

proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 

roads or other infrastructure)? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 Population	 growth	 and	 future	 development	 projections	 are	 prepared	by	
SCAG.		SCAG	provides	current	and	projected	population,	housing	and	employment	estimates	for	the	region	as	
a	component	of	the	Regional	Transportation	Plan	(“RTP”).		SCAG	bases	its	estimates,	in	part,	on	anticipated	
development	by	County/City	 jurisdictions	based	on	their	General	Plans,	zoning	and	on‐going	development	
activity.		The	SCAG	projections	serve	as	the	basis	for	providing	infrastructure	and	public	services	by	various	
jurisdictions	and	service	agencies	throughout	the	region.	

There	are	no	residential	uses	on	the	Medical	Campus.		The	Project	would	not	have	indirect	effects	on	growth	
through	such	mechanisms	as	the	extension	of	roads	and	infrastructure.		The	Project	would	be	built	out	in	five	
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phases	 through	 the	year	2030	 increasing	 the	Medical	Campus	square	 footage	by	approximately	1,100,000	
square	 feet	 from	 the	existing	1,050,000	 square	 feet	 to	2,150,000	 square	 feet.	 	The	Project	 involves	 future	
development	of	medical	buildings	and	uses	on‐site	as	part	of	the	proposed	expansion,	removal,	replacement,	
and	 modification	 within	 the	 existing	 Medical	 Campus,	 which	 would	 increase	 the	 visitor,	 patient,	 and	
employment	 population	 on	 the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 According	 to	 the	 proposed	 Project,	 the	 employee	
population	currently	on	the	Medical	Campus	is	estimated	to	increase	by	almost	2,500	jobs,	or	45	percent,	at	
Project	buildout.		Therefore,	the	increased	on‐site	population	should	be	evaluated	for	consistency	with	SCAG	
projections	and	for	the	potential	to	 induce	substantial	population	growth.	 	Accordingly,	 it	 is	recommended	
that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

b)  Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the necessitating the 

construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

No	Impact.		There	is	no	existing	housing	on	the	Medical	Campus.		Thus,	the	Project	would	not	displace	any	
housing	or	associated	residential	population.		No	impacts	would	occur	and	further	analysis	of	this	issue	in	an	
EIR	is	not	necessary.	

c)  Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of 

replacement housing elsewhere? 

No	Impact.		As	indicated	in	Response	XIII.a),	there	are	no	residential	uses	on	the	Medical	Campus.		According	
to	the	Master	Plan,	the	number	of	jobs	on	the	Medical	Campus	is	estimated	to	increase	by	almost	2,500	or	45	
percent	 at	 Project	 buildout.	 	 Thus,	 the	 Project	 would	 not	 displace	 substantial	 numbers	 of	 people,	
necessitating	the	construction	of	replacement	housing	elsewhere.		No	impacts	would	occur.		Further	analysis	
of	this	issue	in	an	EIR	is	not	necessary.	

XV.  PUBLIC SERVICES 

a)  Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 

provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, the need for new or 

physically altered governmental facilities, construction of which could cause significant 

environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times 

or other performance objectives for any of the public services: 

i)  Fire protection? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		Los	Angeles	County	Fire	Station	36,	located	at	127	W.	223rd	Street,	Carson,	
is	 located	 approximately	 0.65	 miles	 southeast	 from	 the	 Medical	 Campus;	 refer	 to	 Figure	 12.8,	 Fire	
Department	Battalions	and	Stations,	of	 the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035.	 	The	Project	would	 increase	
visitor,	 patient,	 and	 employment	 populations	 to	 the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 This	 increase	 of	 population	 could	
create	 a	 need	 for	 expanding	 existing	 facilities	 or	 staff,	 construction	 of	 a	 new	 facility,	 or	 adversely	 impact	
types	of	 services	provided.	 	 Therefore,	 the	 existing	 capacity	 of	 the	County	Fire	Department	 to	meet	 these	
demands	must	be	determined	and	further	analysis	of	the	potential	adverse	physical	 impacts	to	the	County	
Fire	Department	will	be	analyzed	in	the	EIR.	
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ii)  Police protection? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 Carson	 Sheriff	 Station,	 located	 at	 21356	 S.	 Avalon	 Boulevard,	 Carson,	 is	
located	 approximately	1.5	miles	 east	 from	 the	Medical	 Campus,	 refer	 to	 Figure	12.9,	 Sheriff’s	Department	
Service	 Areas,	 of	 the	 County’s	 Draft	 General	 Plan	 2035.	 	 The	 Project	 would	 increase	 visitor,	 patient,	 and	
employment	 populations	 on	 the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 This	 increase	 in	 population	 could	 create	 a	 need	 for	
expanding	 existing	 facilities	 or	 staff,	 construction	 of	 a	 new	 facility,	 or	 adversely	 impact	 types	 of	 services	
provided.	 	 Therefore,	 the	 existing	 capacity	 of	 County	 Sheriff	 Department	 to	meet	 these	 demands	must	 be	
determined	 and	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 potential	 adverse	 physical	 impacts	 to	 the	 County	 Sheriff’s	
Department	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

iii)  Schools? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 within	 proximity	 of	 Halldale	 Avenue	
Elementary	 School,	 Meyler	 Street	 Elementary	 School,	 Caroldale	 Avenue	 Elementary	 School,	 Van	 Deene	
Avenue	Elementary	 School,	 Torrance	Elementary	 School,	Dolores	 Street	 Elementary	 School,	 St.	 Philomena	
School,	 Stephen	M.	White	Middle	School,	 Carson	High	School,	 and	Sherry	High	School.	 	The	Project	would	
increase	 visitor,	 patient,	 and	 employment	 population	 on	 the	Medical	 Campus.	 	 Because	 the	 Project	 could	
attract	new	employees	that	might	move	to	the	area,	it	could	generate	new	students	and	increase	demand	for	
school	facilities	and	services.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	the	existing	capacities	of	the	nearby	schools	
to	meet	these	demands	be	determined,	and	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

iv)  Parks? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 parks	 located	 nearest	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 include	 Normandale	
Recreation	Center,	22400	Halldale	Avenue,	Torrance,	located	approximately	0.30	miles	southwest;	Veterans	
Park,	22400	Moneta	Avenue,	Carson,	located	approximately	0.60	miles	southeast;	and	Carson	Park,	21411	S.	
Orrick	 Avenue,	 Carson,	 located	 approximately	 0.70	 miles	 northeast	 of	 the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 The	 Project	
would	increase	the	number	of	visitors,	patients,	and	staff	on	the	Medical	Campus.		The	Project	does	propose	
open	space	courtyards,	open	turf	areas,	gardens,	plazas,	and	a	fitness	trail	for	patients,	staff,	and	the	public.		
However,	 this	 increase	 of	 population	 could	 create	 a	 need	 for	 expanding	 or	 existing	 facilities	 or	 staff,	
construction	of	a	new	facility,	or	adversely	impact	types	of	services	provided	and	the	existing	capacity	of	the	
County,	City,	or	other	public	parks	and	recreational	facilities	to	meet	these	demands	must	be	determined.		It	
is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

v)  Other public facilities? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		The	County	of	Los	Angeles	Carson	Public	Library,	located	at	151	E.	Carson	
Street,	 Carson,	 is	 located	 approximately	 0.75	 miles	 east	 of	 the	 Medical	 Campus;	 refer	 to	 Figure	 13.2,	
Libraries,	of	the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035.		The	Project	would	increase	the	visitor,	patient,	and	staff	
populations	 on	 the	 Medical	 Campus,	 and	 may	 attract	 new	 residents	 to	 the	 area	 in	 response	 to	 new	
employment	opportunities.		This	increase	could	create	a	need	to	expand	existing	library	facilities	or	staff	or	
construct	a	new	library	facility,	or	could	adversely	impact	types	of	services	provided.		Therefore,	the	existing	
capacity	of	public	libraries	to	meet	demand	in	the	Project	area	must	be	determined.		It	is	recommended	that	
this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	
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XVI.  RECREATION 

a)  Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or 

other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility 

would occur or be accelerated? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	According	to	the	County’s	Draft	General	Plan	2035,	Chapter	10,	Parks	and	
Recreation	 Element,	 large	 areas	 of	 the	 County	 are	 underserved	 by	 parks	 and	 recreational	 facilities.	 	 The	
Element	 shows	 that	 the	 unincorporated	 areas	 of	 the	 County	 face	 a	 significant	 deficit	 in	 local	 parkland	 of	
3,620	acres.		Based	on	population	projections,	the	unincorporated	areas	of	the	County	would	have	deficits	of	
5,986	 acres	 in	 local	 parkland	 and	5,046	 acres	 in	 regional	 parkland	by	 the	 year	 2035	 if	 no	new	parks	 are	
created.	 	 The	County	has	 an	 adopted	 standard	of	 four	 acres	 of	 local	 parkland	per	1,000	 residents	 and	 six	
acres	of	regional	parkland	per	1,000	residents.		This	requirement	may	be	met	by	dedication	of	land,	payment	
of	 in	 lieu	 fees	 or	 a	 combination	 of	 both	 as	 defined	 by	 the	 County's	 requirements	 for	 residential	 projects.		
However,	 as	 the	Project	would	not	 involve	 the	provision	 of	 new	housing,	 it	 is	 not	 subject	 to	 the	County’s	
parkland	dedication	or	fee	payment	requirements.	

As	 discussed	 in	Response	XIV.a.iv),	 the	 parks	 located	nearest	 to	 the	Medical	 Campus	 include	Normandale	
Recreation	Center,	Veterans	Park,	and	Carson	Park,	located	approximately	0.30	miles	southwest,	0.60	miles	
southeast,	 and	0.70	miles	 northeast	 of	 the	Medical	 Campus,	 respectively.	 	 The	Project	would	 increase	 the	
visitor,	patient,	and	staff	populations	on	the	Medical	Campus,	and	may	also	attract	new	residents	to	the	area	
in	response	to	new	employment	opportunities.		The	Project	proposes	open	space	courtyards,	open	turf	areas,	
gardens,	plazas,	 and	a	 fitness	 trail	 for	patients,	 staff,	 and	 the	public	and	 it	 is	 anticipated	 that	patients	and	
employees	of	the	Project	would	primarily	utilize	the	Project’s	recreational	facilities	as	well	as	nearby	off‐site	
recreational	facilities.		Although	the	Project	has	limited	potential	to	result	in	increased	use	of	off‐site	parks	or	
other	 recreational	 facilities	as	a	 result	of	 indirect	population	growth	and	employees,	 such	 that	 substantial	
deterioration	of	 the	 facilities	could	occur	or	be	accelerated,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 this	 issue	be	analyzed	
further	in	an	EIR.	

b)  Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or 

expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the 

environment? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 Project	 proposes	 open	 space	 courtyards,	 open	 turf	 areas,	 gardens,	
plazas,	and	a	fitness	trail	for	patients,	staff,	and	the	public.		As	the	Project	would	increase	the	visitor,	patient,	
and	staff	populations	on	 the	Medical	Campus,	 it	will	be	necessary	 for	 the	EIR	 to	determine	 if	 the	Project’s	
proposed	 recreational	 facilities	 and	 Project’s	 population	 generation	 would	 require	 the	 construction	 or	
expansion	of	 recreational	 facilities	which	might	have	 an	adverse	physical	 effect	on	 the	environment.	 	 It	 is	
recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR	
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XVII.  TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION   

Would	the	project:	

a)  Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of 

effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, taking into account all 

modes of transportation including mass transit and non‐motorized travel and relevant 

components of the circulation system, including but not limited to intersections, streets, 

highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass transit? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Project	would	be	built	out	in	multiple	phases	through	the	year	2030,	
increasing	 the	Medical	 Campus	 square	 footage	 by	 approximately	 1,100,000	 square	 feet	 from	 the	 existing	
1,050,000	square	feet	to	approximately	2,150,000	square	feet.	 	The	Project	involves	future	development	of	
medical	 buildings	 and	 uses	 on‐site,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 removal,	 replacement,	 and	 modification	 of	 existing	
structures,	 circulation,	and	 landscaping.	 	These	uses	would	add	 traffic	 to	 local	and	regional	 transportation	
systems.	 	Thus,	operation	of	the	Project	could	adversely	affect	the	existing	capacity	of	the	street	system	or	
exceed	an	established	 level	of	service	(“LOS”)	standard.	 	Construction	of	 the	Project	would	also	result	 in	a	
temporary	 increase	 in	 traffic	 due	 to	 construction‐related	 truck	 trips	 and	 worker	 vehicle	 trips.	 	 Traffic	
impacts	during	construction	could	also	adversely	affect	the	street	system.	 	A	traffic	study	will	 therefore	be	
prepared	for	the	Project.		The	analysis	of	traffic	impacts	will	identify	key	intersections	for	analysis,	quantify	
existing	and	 future	traffic	conditions	at	 those	 locations,	 identify	 impacts	caused	by	the	addition	of	Project‐
generated	traffic,	and	identify	mitigation	measures	to	reduce	potentially	significant	impacts	generated	by	the	
Project,	 as	 appropriate	 and	where	 feasible.	 	 In	 addition,	 construction	 activities	 could	 temporarily	 limit	 or	
otherwise	 alter	 access	 to	 public	 transit	 or	 other	 alternative	 transportation	 facilities	 or	 services	 (e.g.,	 bike	
lanes,	 sidewalks,	 etc.),	 and	 operation	 of	 proposed	 uses	 could	 increase	 demands	 on	 such	 facilities	 and	
services,	and	impacts	in	this	regard	could	also	be	potentially	significant.		As	the	Project	has	the	potential	to	
result	in	significant	traffic	and	transportation‐related	impacts,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	
further	in	an	EIR.	

The	parking	 supply	 on	 the	Medical	 Campus	 currently	 totals	 2,905	 spaces,	 exceeding	 the	County’s	 parking	
code	 requirement	 of	 2,709	 spaces.5	 	 An	 additional	 278	 spaces	 are	 provided	 off‐site,	 and	 street	 parking	 is	
permitted	 along	 all	 or	 portions	 of	 the	 four	 public	 streets	 surrounding	 the	 Medical	 Campus.	 	 On‐campus	
parking	is	scattered,	with	the	majority	of	spaces	contained	in	lots	relegated	to	the	perimeters	of	the	Cam	pus,	
sometimes	 far	 from	 the	 facilities	 they	 serve,	 and	 in	 sometimes	 makeshift	 fashion	 along	 internal	 streets.		
Moreover,	pedestrian	connections	between	parking	lots	and	buildings	generally	poorly	organized	or	marked.		
The	 availability	 of	 parking	 on‐site	 also	 fluctuates	 over	 time	 during	 facility	 upgrades	 or	 construction.	 The	
Project	proposes	 to	 reorganize	 the	on‐site	parking	supply,	 concentrating	patient	and	visitor	parking	along	
the	 northern	 perimeter	 of	 the	Medical	 Campus	 and	 staff	 parking	 in	 the	 southeast	 portion	 of	 the	Medical	
Campus.	 	 The	 Project	 proposes	 to	 provide	 sufficient	 parking	 to	 meet	 or	 exceed	 the	 County’s	 code	
requirement	 in	 the	 future;	 however,	 this	 may	 not	 be	 sufficient	 to	 meet	 actual	 future	 demand.	 	 It	 is	
recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.		

																																																													
5		 Los	Angeles	County	Code,	Chapter	122.52.1120,	Hospitals,	Convalescent	Hospitals,	Adult	Residential	Facilities,	and	Group	Homes	for	

Children,	which	requires	2	spaces	per	bed,	1	space/250	square	feet	for	outpatient	facilities,	and	1	space/400	square	feet	for	research	
use.	
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b)  Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, including, but not 

limited to, level of service standards and travel demand measures, or other standards 

established by the county congestion management agency for designated roads or 

highways? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		The	congestion	management	program	(“CMP”)	for	the	County	requires	that	
the	 traffic	 impacts	 of	 individual	 development	 projects	 of	 potential	 regional	 significance	 be	 analyzed.	 	 The	
CMP	system	comprises	a	specific	system	of	arterial	roadways,	plus	all	freeways.		The	closest	roadway	within	
the	CMP	system	to	the	Medical	Campus	is	the	Harbor	Freeway,	less	than	0.10	miles	to	the	east,	and	the	San	
Diego	Freeway,	approximately	two	miles	to	the	north	and	east.		According	to	the	County	CMP	Traffic	Impact	
Analysis	Guidelines,	 a	 CMP	 traffic	 impact	 analysis	 is	 required	 if	 (1)	 a	project	would	 add	50	or	more	 trips	
during	A.M.	or	P.M.	weekday	peak	hours	to	CMP	arterial	monitoring	intersection,	including	freeway	ramps;	or	
(2)	a	project	would	add	150	or	more	trips	during	A.M.	or	P.M.	weekday	peak	hours,	in	either	direction,	to	CMP	
freeway	monitoring	 locations.	 	 The	 Project	 could	 result	 in	 additional	 vehicle	 trips	 from	 operation	 of	 the	
proposed	expansion	of	medical	facilities.		Accordingly,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	
in	an	EIR.	

c)  Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic levels 

or a change in location, that results in substantial safety risks? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 nearest	 airports,	 Zamperini	 Field,	 Hawthorne	 Municipal	 Airport	
Compton/Woodley	 Airport,	 and	 LAX,	 are	 located	 approximately	 four	 miles,	 seven	 miles,	 nine	 miles,	 and	
eleven	miles	from	the	Medical	Campus,	respectively.		However,	the	Project	proposes	to	relocate	the	existing	
helipad	to	a	permanent	helipad	location	atop	the	proposed	new	hospital	building.		As	such,	the	Project	could	
result	 in	 a	 change	 in	 air	 traffic	 patterns,	 including	 an	 increase	 in	 hospital‐related	 air	 traffic	 levels	 and	
changes	 in	 landing	 and	 takeoff	 locations	 and	 flight	 paths.	 	 It	 is	 recommended	 that	 the	 potential	 for	
substantial	safety	risks	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

d)  Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 

dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		The	Medical	Campus	is	located	within	a	highly	urbanized	area	surrounded	
by	residential	uses	and	commercial	development.		The	Project	does	not	propose	uses	that	are	incompatible	
with	 the	Medical	Campus	or	existing	street	system,	and	 the	roadways	adjacent	 to	 the	Medical	Campus	are	
part	 of	 an	 established	 urban	 roadway	 network	 and	 contain	 no	 sharp	 curves	 or	 dangerous	 intersections.		
However,	the	Project	would	alter	the	existing	building	configuration	on‐site,	construct	new	access	driveways	
and	 internal	circulation,	expand	parking	 facilities,	and	create	new	pedestrian	 improvements.	 	Additionally,	
the	Project	would	 result	 in	 an	 increase	 in	 traffic	 levels	 in	 the	Project	 area.	 	 Considering	 these	 factors,	 the	
potential	 for	 hazardous	 conditions	 may	 increase	 over	 existing	 conditions	 under	 the	 Project.	 	 It	 is	
recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

e)  Result in inadequate emergency access? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 would	 be	 designed	 to	 provide	 access	 to	 fire,	
ambulatory,	 and	 police	 vehicles	 from	 adjacent	 roadways.	 	 Access	 to	 the	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 provided	 by	
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Carson	Street,	220th	Street,	Vermont	Avenue,	and	Normandie	Avenue.		While	it	is	expected	that	the	majority	
of	 construction	activities	 for	 the	Project	would	be	confined	on‐site,	 short‐term	construction	activities	may	
temporarily	affect	access	on	portions	of	adjacent	streets	during	certain	periods	of	the	day.	 	In	addition,	the	
Project	 would	 generate	 traffic	 in	 the	 vicinity	 and	 would	 result	 in	 some	modifications	 to	 access	 from	 the	
streets	that	surround	Medical	Campus.		It	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

f)  Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or 

pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such facilities? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	 Medical	 Campus	 is	 located	 in	 an	 area	 well	 served	 by	 public	
transportation.		The	Medical	Campus	is	served	by	transit,	which	includes	the	Metro	Bus	Harbor	Transitway	
on	the	Harbor	Freeway.		The	Metro	Express	Line	(Route	450)	and	local	municipal	bus	line	CE448	utilize	the	
Harbor	 Freeway	 and	 the	 Carson	 Metro	 Transit	 Station,	 which	 is	 located	 less	 than	 0.10	miles	 east	 of	 the	
Medical	Campus.	 	The	transit	station	is	 located	at	 the	south	side	of	Carson	Street	and	public	sidewalks	are	
provided	between	the	station	and	the	Medical	Campus.		A	LADOT	Park	and	Ride	lot	is	located	to	the	west	of	
the	freeway	at	the	north	side	of	Carson	Street.		The	Medical	Campus	is	served	by	three	public	transit	systems	
–	LA	Metro,	Torrance	Transit,	and	Gardena	Municipal	Bus	Lines	–	and	by	its	own	on‐Campus	shuttle	service.		
Metro	Lines	202	and	550	travel	along	Vermont	Avenue,	with	bus	stops	at	the	Carson	Street	intersection	and	
near	220th	Street.		As	the	Project	would	change	site	access	conditions	and	contribute	additional	population	
to	 the	 surrounding	 area,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 Project	 consistency	 with	 policies,	 plans,	 and	 programs	
supporting	alternative	transportation	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.		

XVIII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS   

Would	the	project:	

a)  Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality 

Control Board? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	sewer	system	in	the	public	right‐of‐way	is	owned	and	maintained	by	
the	County	of	Los	Angeles	Sanitation	District	(“LACSD”).		Several	large	trunk	sewers	are	located	around	the	
perimeter	of	 the	Medical	Campus.	 	The	Project	 involves	 future	development	of	medical	buildings	and	uses	
on‐site,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 expansion,	 removal,	 replacement,	 and	 modification	 of	 existing	 facilities,	 and	 may	
increase	 the	 visitor,	 patient,	 and	 employment	 populations	 on	 the	 Medical	 Campus,	 in	 turn	 generating	
increased	 wastewater	 volumes.	 	 Increased	 wastewater	 volumes	 could	 potentially	 result	 in	 impacts	 with	
respect	to	wastewater	treatment.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

b)  Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities 

or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 

environmental effects? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Project	proposes	the	development	of	new	medical	buildings	and	uses	
on‐site,	 as	well	 as	 the	 expansion,	 removal,	 replacement,	 and	modification	 of	 existing	 facilities.	 	 Given	 the	
associated	 increase	 in	 demand	 for	 water	 service	 and	 wastewater	 treatment,	 the	 potential	 exists	 for	 the	
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Project	to	require	the	construction	or	expansion	of	water	and/or	wastewater	treatment	facilities.		Therefore,	
it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.			

c)   Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or 

expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 

environmental effects? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.		Refer	to	Section	IX,	above.		Given	the	proposed	changes	to	on‐site	drainage	
patterns,	 implementation	 of	 the	 Project	 would	 require	 the	 construction	 or	 expansion	 of	 storm	 water	
drainage	facilities.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

d)  Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing 

entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Project	proposes	the	development	of	newmedical	buildings	and	uses	
on‐site,	 as	well	 as	 the	 expansion,	 removal,	 replacement,	 and	modification	of	 the	 existing	Medical	 Campus.		
The	Project	would	increase	visitor,	patient,	and	employment	populations	on	the	Medical	Campus.		Therefore,	
it	is	currently	anticipated	that	the	Project’s	proposed	mix	of	land	uses	would	generate	demand	for	water	that	
meets	or	exceeds	the	threshold	requiring	the	preparation	of	a	water	supply	assessment	(“WSA”)	pursuant	to	
Senate	 Bill	 (“SB”)	 610.	 	 Based	 on	 the	 WSA,	 the	 EIR	 will	 evaluate	 whether	 available	 water	 supplies	 can	
adequately	accommodate	the	Project’s	increased	demand	for	water.		Changes	in	water	availability	and	water	
regulations,	as	well	as	water	conservation	features	and	practices,	are	important	considerations	in	the	ability	
of	 the	Project	 to	 support	 its	on‐site	population.	 	Therefore,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 this	 issue	be	analyzed	
further	in	an	EIR.						

e)  Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or 

may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected 

demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	 The	Project	 involves	 the	development	of	medical	 buildings	 and	uses	on‐
site,	as	well	as	 the	expansion,	 removal,	 replacement,	and	modification	of	 the	existing	Medical	Campus.	 	As	
such,	given	the	associated	increase	in	demand	for	wastewater	treatment,	the	potential	exists	for	the	Project	
to	 exceed	 the	 capacity	of	 existing	wastewater	 treatment	 facilities.	 	Therefore,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 this	
issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.			

f)  Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the 

project’s solid waste disposal needs? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	Project	proposes	the	development	of	new	medical	buildings	and	uses	
on‐site,	as	well	as	the	expansion,	removal,	replacement,	and	modification	of	existing	facilities.		Construction	
associated	 with	 Project	 buildout	 would	 generate	 inert	 solid	 waste	 (e.g.,	 export	 soils,	 construction	 and	
demolition	debris)	which	would	require	disposal	at	an	unclassified	landfill.		In	addition,	during	future	Project	
operation,	medical	uses	would	generate	solid	waste	which	would	be	disposed	of	at	the	landfill(s)	serving	the	
County.	 	All	 jurisdictions,	 including	 the	County,	 are	 required	 to	divert	or	 recycle	up	 to	50	percent	of	 solid	
waste	 generated,	 to	 reduce	 the	 volume	of	waste	 requiring	disposal	 in	 landfills.	 	 Although	 recycling	would	
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extend	 the	 life	 of	 the	 landfill(s)	 serving	 the	 Project	 area,	 implementation	 of	 the	 Project	 would	 increase	
demand	 for	 landfill	 services	 and	 potentially	 accelerate	 projected	 landfill	 closures.	 	 Therefore,	 it	 is	
recommended	that	Project	impacts	related	to	solid	waste	disposal	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.							

g)  Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	The	California	Integrated	Waste	Management	Act	of	1989,	also	known	as	
Assembly	 Bill	 (“AB”)	 939,	 mandates	 jurisdictions	 to	 meet	 a	 diversion	 goal	 of	 50	 percent	 by	 2000	 and	
thereafter.	 	 In	addition,	each	county	is	required	to	prepare	and	administer	a	Countywide	Integrated	Waste	
Management	Plan	(“CoIWMP”).		This	plan	is	comprised	of	the	county’s	and	the	cities’	solid	waste	reduction	
planning	 documents	 plus	 an	 Integrated	 Waste	 Management	 Summary	 Plan	 (“Summary	 Plan”)	 and	 a	
Countywide	 Siting	 Element	 (“CSE”).	 	 For	 Los	 Angeles	 County,	 the	 County’s	 Department	 of	 Public	 Works	
(“Public	Works”)	 is	 responsible	 for	 preparing	 and	 administering	 the	 Summary	 Plan	 and	 the	 CSE.	 	 These	
documents	were	approved	by	the	County,	a	majority	of	the	cities	within	the	County	containing	a	majority	of	
the	 cities’	 population,	 the	 County	 Board	 of	 Supervisors,	 and	 the	 California	 Department	 of	 Resources	
Recycling	 and	 Recovery	 (“CalRecycle”).	 	 The	 Summary	 Plan,	 approved	 by	 CalRecycle	 on	 June	 23,	 1999,	
describes	 the	 steps	 to	 be	 taken	 by	 local	 agencies,	 acting	 independently	 and	 in	 concert,	 to	 achieve	 the	
mandated	state	diversion	rate	by	integrating	strategies	aimed	toward	reducing,	reusing,	recycling,	diverting,	
and	 marketing	 solid	 waste	 generated	 within	 the	 County.	 	 In	 addition,	 Los	 Angeles	 County	 continually	
evaluates	landfill	disposal	needs	and	capacity	through	preparation	of	CoIWMP	Annual	Reports.		Within	each	
annual	report,	future	landfill	disposal	needs	over	the	next	15‐year	planning	horizon	are	addressed	in	part	by	
determining	the	available	landfill	capacity.		

As	described	above,	there	are	a	number	of	State	and	County	plans	and	policies	that	address	the	availability	of	
sufficient	 landfill	 capacity	 and	 the	 diversion/recycling	 of	 waste	 debris,	 with	 which	 the	 Project	 could	
potentially	conflict.		Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	Project	consistency	with	plans	and	policies	related	to	
solid	waste	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.		     

h)  Conflict with Los Angeles County Green Building Ordinance (L.A. County Code Title 

22, Ch. 22.52, Part 20 and Title 21, § 21.24.440) or Drought Tolerant Landscaping 

Ordinance (L.A. County Code, Title 21, § 21.24.430 and Title 22, Ch. 22.52, Part 21)? 

Potentially	Significant	 Impact.	 	Long‐term	sustainability	 is	one	of	 the	key	principles	guiding	 the	Project.		
The	Project	would	be	required	to	comply	with	the	County’s	Green	Building	Ordinance	(Chapter	22.52	–	Part	
20	 of	 the	 Municipal	 Code)	 by	 conserving	 energy,	 water,	 natural	 resources,	 and	 promoting	 a	 healthier	
environment.	 	 Green	 building	 techniques	 that	 accommodate	 new	 technology	 and	 green	 building	 practices	
would	 be	 integrated	 into	 all	 building	 design,	 construction,	 and	 occupancy	 and	 integrated	 with	 Medical	
Campus	 infrastructure	 and	 include	 integrated	 stormwater	 and	 wastewater	 treatment.	 	 In	 addition,	 the	
implementation	of	the	Project	would	utilize	a	standardized	approach	to	third	party	certification	systems	(i.e.,	
LEED),	and	all	future	development	would	be	required	by	contract	specifications	to	achieve	a	minimum	LEED	
Silver	 certification	 (though	 incentives	 could	 result	 in	 higher	 levels	 of	 LEED	 certification).	 	 Project	
landscaping	 installed	 would	 be	 compliant	 with	 the	 County’s	 Drought	 Tolerant	 Landscaping	 Ordinance	
(Chapter	22.52	–	Part	21)	of	 the	Municipal	Code.	 	 Further,	 the	Project	would	be	developed	 in	 compliance	
with	all	state	and	local	regulations	related	to	energy	conservation.		Nonetheless,	it	is	recommended	that	this	
issue	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR. 
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i)  Involve the inefficient use of energy resources (see Appendix F of the CEQA 

Guidelines)? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 As	 indicated	 in	 Response	 XVII.h),	 the	 Project	 would	 implement	 a	 wide	
variety	of	sustainability	features	throughout	the	Medical	Campus	and	thus	would	not	involve	inefficient	use	
of	 energy	 resources.	 	 The	 Project	 would	 include	 installation	 of	 energy	 efficient	 HVAC	 units,	 windows,	 a	
lighting	control	system	that	 is	Title	24	compliant,	 tank	 less	hot	water	heaters,	 low	 flow	plumbing	 fixtures,	
irrigation	 systems,	 and	 drought	 tolerant	 landscaping	 (where	 feasible).	 	 Therefore,	 the	 Project	 would	 not	
result	in	an	inefficient	use	of	energy	resources.		Nonetheless,	it	is	recommended	that	this	issue	be	analyzed	
further	in	an	EIR.	

XIX.  MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

a)  Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, 

substantially reduce the habitat of fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 

population to drop below self‐sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 

community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 

animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or 

prehistory? 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 As	 analyzed	 in	 previous	 sections	 of	 this	 Initial	 Study,	 the	 Project	 could	
result	in	environmental	impacts	that	could	degrade	the	quality	of	the	environment.		As	such,	it	this	issue	will	
be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	

b)  Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 

considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of an 

individual project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past 

projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future 

projects). 

Potentially	 Significant	 Impact.	 	 As	 discussed	 above,	 the	 Project	 could	 potentially	 result	 in	 significant	
individually	 limited,	but	cumulatively	considerable,	 impacts	regarding	aesthetics,	air	quality,	geology/soils,	
GHG	 emissions,	 hazards/hazardous	 materials,	 hydrology/water	 quality,	 land	 use/planning,	 noise,	
population/housing,	public	services,	recreation,	traffic/transportation,	and	utilities/services.		Therefore,	the	
EIR	will	evaluate	potential	individually	limited	but	cumulatively	considerable	impacts	associated	with	these	
issues.	

c)  Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse 

effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Potentially	Significant	Impact.	 	Due	to	the	potentially	significant	impacts	associated	with	implementation	
of	 the	 Project,	 the	 Project	 has	 the	 potential	 to	 cause	 substantial	 adverse	 effects	 on	 human	 beings,	 either	
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directly	or	indirectly.	 	Thus,	a	potentially	significant	impact	associated	with	this	issue	could	occur,	and	this	
issue	will	be	analyzed	further	in	an	EIR.	
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