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Background/Intent:
The Clean Bay Restaurant Certification Program helps prevent trash and other pollutants from contaminating our local beaches and ocean by certifying restaurants that follow best management practices (BMPs) with a focus on runoff pollution prevention. This program targets both restaurants and their patrons. The aim is to educate and encourage environmentally beneficial choices. The program primarily seeks to reward restaurants that choose to go above and beyond what is required by law to prevent stormwater pollution, but the program also seeks to inform restaurant goers that they too can help prevent ocean pollution through knowledge and their own choices.

Relevance:
Introducing student participation into the program is beneficial for two main reasons that both promote program effectiveness. First, students are restaurant goers and a part of the target audience for program outreach. Second, students can become informed and empowered community stewards, once introduced to underlying environmental problems and potential solutions, such as this program. Participating in engaging, hands on program-related activities will help the students to understand, appreciate, and remember the importance of pollution prevention and programs such as this one. 

Scope:
SMBRC has partnered with the local South Bay Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation (SBSF) and Algalita Marine Research Foundation (Algalita) to introduce the Clean Bay Restaurant Certification Program as an addition to their established Teach & Test and Waste Characterization Study programs for students in the South Bay. 
· The introduction will begin as a pilot project at two schools in Redondo Beach for the 2011-2012 school year. 
· Schools/Contacts:
· Redondo Union High School (RUHS)
· Contact: Mary Simun, science teacher
· Parras Middle School (Parras)
· Contact: Cheryl Allen, science teacher
· Proposed activities:
1. Take part in certification inspections of restaurants. 
a. Estimate: 1 trip = 1 hour/restaurant, about 1-2 trips/ month, over a 3-month period.
2. Delivery of certificates to restaurants after a set of successful inspections for Clean Bay Certification. 
a. Estimate: 1 tip = 1 hour/delivery, about 1 trip/month, over a 3-month period. 
3. Make posters for display around school on pollution prevention, including urban litter and marine debris themes.  
a. These posters could also be submitted for the J-5&6 Earth Day Art Contest.
4. Start a litter and inspection program for their school.
a. Similar to the Clean Bay certification process, but for their school instead.
5. Conduct awareness surveys and outreach on urban litter and marine debris.
a. Use Joey Soto’s public intercept survey and/or CAA survey (or variation, as needed).


Status:
· 8/9/11: Generated ideas for potential student involvement at the J-5&6 meeting.
· 8/18/11: Discussed general ideas and basic logistics.
· Participants: SMBRC, SBSF, Algalita, and teachers (2).
· September: Teachers agree that they want all potential options presented to the students in order to get their input and feedback on desired activities and level of participation.
· 9/20-22/11: Presentations/videos shown to students. 
· Clean Bay Restaurant Certification Program: 
· Introduced a summary of the program and how it ties into the other partner programs.
· Showed the Torrance CitiCABLE 3 news clip.
· Presented the various ideas for student involvement.
· Audience:
· RUHS: 2 classes of marine biology, 1 class AP environmental science, and 1 ecology club.
· Parras: 3 classes of life sciences. 
· South High School (Torrance): Presentation made to 1 ecology club.
· TOTAL: 8 presentations
· 10/7/11: Correspondence with teachers regarding timing, interest, participation levels, activities, etc. 
· UPDATES:
· Parras: Anticipates starting an ecology club and confirmed interest in activities 1-4 for their club and activity 5 for in-class.
· RUHS: Anticipates various levels of “requiring” participation for class credit and as option for club members. Confirmation pending.
· Both teachers want to allow students the potential to generate other/additional ideas.
· Anticipated implementation: Early 2012

