Pledge to Make a Change for the Earth;

Take the Greener Path

Choose three actions from the list below that you are not
already implementing, or come up with your own actions:

Yard
1.

Recycle or compost manure--do not spread un-composted manure or dump
manure, grass clippings or yard waste into canyons.

Clean up after your pets and dispose of waste in the trash (or compost
waste from herbivores).

Keep dirt from construction or landscaping projects out of the street.
Choose physical pest controls first, then least toxic chemical methods if
necessary for controlling pests in your garden and home.

. Use a broom to sweep patios, pool decks and sidewalk instead of a hose. If

you must clean with water, direct runoff to landscaped areas and/or use a
high pressure/low flow waterbroom.

Keep outdoor trash cans securely covered to keep wind and/or crows and
other critters from scattering trash.

Reduce unnecessary turf/grassy areas in your yard and switch to ground
covers or native plants that need less water.

Use fertilizers only as necessary according to directions and not before a
forecast of rain. Established lawns may only need a nitrogen fertilizer and
no phosphorus.

Where you do have turf/grassy areas, use a higher setting on the
lawnmower to keep it longer so it needs less water and fertilizer, and roots
can grow deeper.

10.Adjust sprinklers so water doesn’t run off onto the street.
11.Fix broken sprinklers and don’t operate the system with a broken sprinkler.
12. Divert downspouts away from paved areas and onto landscaped areas, or

install a rain barrel and save the rainwater for watering plants later.

Transportation

1.
2.

If you maintain your own vehicle, recycle used oil and used oil filters.
Fix auto leaks promptly. Soak up oil/auto fluid spills on your driveway with
kitty litter or other absorbent then sweep it up.



3. Take your car to a carwash or wash it where the water can soak into the
ground and not run into the street.

4. Walk, bike, or take a bus whenever you can.

Carpool when you can.

6. Don’t idle the engine for more than 30 seconds—park instead of using
drive-ins.

e

Home/Work/School

7. Pack lunch or picnic food in reusable containers rather than disposable
plastic.

8. Take reusable grocery bags to the store (remember to put them back in
your car after you unload groceries).

9. Use a refillable water bottle instead of plastic.

10.Put litter in trash cans with lids and recycle as much as possible.

11.Save foam peanuts for reuse or take them to a shipping store to be reused.

12.Recycle as much as you can.

13.Buy recycled products (e.g., paper) with the highest percentage of post-
consumer content that you can.

14.Run your dishwasher only when you have a full load, but do use the
dishwasher if you have one, it uses less water than hand washing.

15.Turn off the faucet when you brush your teeth or shave.

16.Shorten your showers, or try a “Navy” shower.

17.Repair leaking faucets promptly.

Challenge: see if you can figure out which of the above actions
reduces more than one type of pollution: air, water, soil/waste
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