WALKOUT: Labor
officials call plan for
temporary shutdown
a scare tactic.

By Dakota Smith Staff Writer

With disgruntled workers at
three supermarket chains set
to strike as early as Sunday
night, Ralphs stores are prepar-
ing to shut down in the event of
a walkout, a spokesperson said
Friday.

Relations: between manage-
ment and the unions represent-

Albertsons and Ralphs stores
in Southern California have

been strained for months due

to contract negotiations, but
fractured again this week over
the topic of health care bene-

: fits.

On Thursday night, unions
issued a 72-hour strike notice,
giving them the ability to walk
out from hundreds of stores
around the region.

Rick Icaza, president of the
grocery workers union Local
710, said his group faced “stone-
walling from the supermarket
corporations” over negotia-

GROCERS A6

Jason Redmomi The Associated Press
Picket signs are ready for members of United Food and
Commercial Workers Union Local 770 to hoist on Sunday
night if ho progress is made in contract talks with area grocers.

the workers' free speech
rights and was so broad that
it also made it illegal for
children to shout “car wash”
to passing drivers.

Smith said the ordinance
“regulates significantly
more speech than is neces-
sary to achieve the city’s pur-
pose of improving traffic
safety and traffic flow at
two major Redondo Beach
intersections, and the city
could have achieved these
goals through less restric-
tive measures, such as the
enforcement of existing traf-
fic laws.”

City Councilman Matt Kil-
roy, who represents the
council district where day

Beach case.

laborers congregate on Man-
hattan Beach Boulevard,
called the court’s ruling
“amazing.”

“This is not a day laborer ‘

law,” Kilroy said. “This is a
public-safety law that has to
do with soliciting vehicles
from the sidewalk from pub-
lic areas and the traffic haz-

ards it causes.”

Redondo Beach City
Attorney Michael Webb
said he would consult with

ing 62,000 workers from Vons,

30-mile dive aims to bring ocean issues to the surface

SAN PEDRO: Record-seeker
will journey from Catalina to
Cabrillo Beach and focus on
the depleted shark population.

By Samantha Troisi Staff Writer
Scott Cassell is a man of action. Swim-

ming through what should be shark-,
infested waters is a risk he’s willing to take

to save the ocean. '
At 4 am. today, the world-renowned
diver and environmental activist was

expected to leave Catalina Island for a
record breakmg, nonstop, 30-mile dive to
Cabrillo Beach in San Pedro. In doing so,
he hopes to bring awareness to the deplet-
ing shark population and current state of
the ocean.

“I've dedicated my life to ocean conser-
vation,” Cassell said. “I've done everything
from filming poachers for prosecution to
talking to congressmen, [ act, I don't talk.”

Cassell said he’s noticed a significant
drop in the shark population. He once
would swim with up to 60 te 100 sharks at
any given time, but said he'll be lucky to
see even a couple during his weekend dive,

mostly due to poaching. Cassell will use an
acoustic shark attractor to demonstrate
the lack of sharks left along the Catalina
Channel.

“Sharks actually help the ecosystem,
and watching them decline is like watch-
ing human extinction,” Cassell said. “They
swim out of protected waters and are
killed.”

Sharks as well as other predatory popu-
lations help to keep the ecosystem in
order, Cassell said. Without them, species
such as Humboldt squid begin to overpop-
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; to the slow recovery, said Brad

JOBS Kemp, director of regional
research with Beacon Feonom-
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March about his moti-
1 for resuming his

Chuck Bennett Staff Photographer
Scott Cassell, a world-renowned diver and environmentalist activist, will be attempting

to set a dive record by traveling 30 miles underwater from Catalina to San Pedro.

‘ T Cassell also will utilize a
DIVER L y0?  2000-pound diving bell, or
; e . underwater habitat, that
FROM PAGE A1 - Wh traps an air pocket, allowing
him to take off his helmet to
eat and rest during the
record-breaking dive. Tt will
be launched from the Sea
Watch, a 70-foot-long
research ship.
“It’s a great research vessel

ulate the ocean, eating every-
thing in their path.

Cassell is appreciative of
both the local and interna-
tional = groups joining his
efforts to raise awareness.
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