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According to Vollmer,
urban runoff is the largest

source of pollution in South- -

ern California coastal
waters: Runoff from Los
Angeles County’s massive
storm drain system carry an
average of 30 billion gallons
of storm water and urban
runoff annually, and can
contain fecal bacteria, trash
and chemical toxins, which
can be harmful to both
people and animals.

Storm drains carry plastic
debris, Styrofoam, pet waste,
fertilizers, herbicides, metals
and toxins: In addition,
auto-related contaminates
include used motor oil,
leaking antifreeze, worn tires
and disc brake pads.

“A plastic bag or balloon
floating around in the ocean
looks like a jellyfish, which
is what Sea Turtles eat,”
Vollmer said. “These are two
serious hazards for unsus-
pecting marine creatures
when they either eat or get
entangled in the debris that
we humans litter their habi-
tat with. Thanks to the
conscious efforts to stop
- toxic pollution from spread-

ing through the storm
* drains in recent years, the
[California] Brown Pelican is

no longer an endangered
species.”

More than 300 volunteers
are expected to attend the
event. Other local organiza-
tions such as the Palos Ver-
des Land Conservancy and
students from Palos Verdes
and Peninsula high schools
have pledged their assistance
to the event. A similar event
will take place in Ocean
City, New Jersey.

“Coastal Cleanup Day has
two important objectives,” .
Vollmer said. “Removing
trash from our coastal envi-
ronment and educating the
community about our envi-
ronment: It provides the
public a firsthand experience
with the magnitude of con-
tamination that accumulates
on a daily basis.”

The event will take place
at Abalone Cove Shoreline
Park, 5970 Palos Verdes
Drive South directly across
the street from the Wayfar-
ers Chapel in RVP from 9
a.m. to noon. Free parking
will be provided. All partici-
pants are encouraged to
wear sturdy shoes and bring
sunscreen, gloves and a hat.
Plastic bags will be provided
to hold trash and recycla-
bles.

For more information, call
the Recreation and Parks
Department at (310)
544-5260.




