CITY OF ALHAMBRA

DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

October 26, 2006

Revised  August 4, 2009
TO: 

Claudine Meeker, Deputy Director of Utilities
FROM:
David Dolphin, Environmental Compliance Specialist - NPDES
SUBJECT:
Catch Basin Priority Designation Evaluation
Background
After the 2001 NPDES MS4 was issued, the City designated catch basins priority A, B, and C, corresponding to high, medium, and low trash accumulation.  The catch basin locations were assigned according to the corresponding street sweeping designation.  This method caused most of the catch basins to be categorized incorrectly; therefore, it was necessary to initiate an evaluation to determine the correct priority designation of the catch basins.

It should be noted that the County of Los Angeles DPW owns 531 catch basins in the City of Alhambra and none are designated as priority A.   The City owns a total of 578 catch basins.
Methods, Field Investigations, & Findings
During the summer and fall months in 2006, the following items were evaluated to properly designate the catch basins:

1. Land use areas (see Appendix 1).
2. Inspection of catch basins during dry weather.

3. Interviews with City maintenance personnel.

4. Observation of foot traffic in land use areas.
5. Two High Schools located in the City of Alhambra, Mark Keppel and Ramona Convent Secondary School, did not have catch basins owned by the City in the direct vicinity of the campuses; therefore, the catch basins weren’t considered for Priority A designation. 
6. The catch basins located near the nine (9) public elementary schools (K-8) and four (4) parochial schools in the City of Alhambra were not considered for Priority A designation due to the smaller land area and student population.  The catch basins owned by the City, if any, located in these areas were determined to have lower volumes of trash.  The majority of the children who attend these schools were accompanied by their parents in the morning and at dismissal. 

Recommendations – Priority Designation

Priority A
In reference to the Land Use Areas Table (Appendix 1), the Commercial Services and Educational Institution areas cover 1.13 square miles in the City.  These areas tend to accumulate larger volumes of trash due to heavy foot traffic and business activities.  The specific areas within these categories that were chosen for Priority A designation were:

· The catch basins located near Alhambra High School on Commonwealth Avenue, between Third St. and Fifth St.. They were determined to collect high volumes of trash because of the large amount of foot traffic from Alhambra High School.  Alhambra High School has a large student population (3,300 students) and attracts many visitors to the campus for Adult School and various activities.  Also, an interview with storm drain maintenance personnel revealed high levels of trash collected during clean up.  I also observed large volumes of trash collected in those catch basins.  Full capture connector pipe screens were installed in the catch basins at these locations.  There are thirteen (14) catch basins with full capture screens is this area that were designated as Priority A.

Alhambra High School and Commercial Area


       (Total 14)

· The catch basins located on Main St.,  between Second St. and Fifth St.    This is a commercial area that contains several restaurants and night clubs.  There is a lot of activity during the weekends and some nights. I observed a consistent  generation of large volumes of trash.  Full capture connector pipe screens were installed in several of the catch basins.  There are ten (11) catch basins with full capture screens in this area that were designated as priority A.
W. Main St. Area






       (Total 11)

Priority B
· This included the industrial areas and some commercial areas with low foot traffic.  Through inspections and maintenance personnel interviews, these areas were considered to generate moderate volumes of trash.  Full capture connector pipe screens were installed in several locations in this area.
Industrial and Commercial Area                                                               (Total 54)
· Trash excluder screens were installed in thirteen (13) catch basins located on Main St., between Granada Ave. and Champion Pl.  This area is identified as a commercial area.  Reports by maintenance personnel and self observations determined the catch basins to generate moderate amounts of trash.
  E. Main St. Area                                                                                      (Total 13)
· Also included were catch basins located at major intersections which generated moderate amounts of trash at the following locations:

Garfield Ave and Valley Blvd.*

(3)
Garfield Ave. and Main St.*


(2)
Garfield Ave. and Mission Rd. 

(2)
Atlantic Blvd. and Mission Rd.

(2)
Atlantic Blvd. and Valley Blvd.

(2)
Atlantic Blvd and Woodward Ave.

(2)
Atlantic Blvd. and Commonwealth Ave.*
(4)
Valley Blvd. and New Ave.


(2)
*Full capture connector pipe screens were installed at these locations.

Major Intersections                                                                                    (Total 19)
· Inspections also revealed moderate levels of trash in the catch basins located on the north side of W. Ramona Rd., between Westminster Ave. and Garvey Ave.  This is a high density residential area with large apartment buildings.  

Residential - W. Ramona Road  




         (Total 4)

Priority C                                                                                                             
According to the Land Use Area table, two thirds (>66%) of the square mileage land use area for the City of Alhambra is for “high density residential”.   This included residential areas with single family homes and very low foot traffic.  There were no reported problems with storm drain maintenance in these areas and the catch basins generated low volumes of trash.  All of the remaining catch basins in the City of Alhambra were designated as Priority C.
All remaining catch basins






   (Total 463)

Priority A and B catch basins have been hand drawn on the County of Los Angeles Catch Basin Maps.  A future project will create a City GIS Map of the Priority A and B catch basins.

(Catch Basin Priority Designation Summary Table can be found in Appendix 1)
Appendix 1
Land Use Area Table
SQUARE MILEAGE ESTIMATED FOR EACH LAND USE FOR THE CITY OF ALHAMBRA

(Los Angeles River Trash TMDL – Appendix 1)

High Density Residential

5.11


Military Institutions
0.00


Low Density Residential

0.03


Transportation

0.39
Commercial Services

0.84


Mixed Urban

0.04
Industrial


0.33


Open Space & 

0.35

Public Facilities


0.24


Recreational

Educational Institutions

0.29


Agriculture

0.00








Water


0.00

Catch Basin Priority Designation Summary Table
Priority A …………………………………………   25
Priority B …………………………………………
90
Priority C………………………………………….  463
Total catch basins ………………………………...   578
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