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The problem…

Water running off your yard, sidewalk or street flows down gutters to curbside openings called catch basins that lead straight to the ocean.

Anything carried by this runoff such as pesticides, pet waste, oil and anti-freeze from leaking vehicles, containers and plastic bags ends up as trash on the beach and in the ocean harming wildlife and us.  This pollution causes beaches to close after heavy rainstorms.

Just one quart of used motor oil dumped into a catch basin can pollute 250,000 gallons of ocean water.  

Unlike wastewater from inside homes and businesses that flow to sewers and treatment plants, outside runoff water flows to the ocean untreated.









The law…

The United States Clean Water Act and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System prohibit dumping any item or liquid in catch basins/stormdrains.  

The California Water Resources Control Board and the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board enforce Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs), which regulate the amount of pollution that may enter storm drains leading to the Los Angeles River and to the Ocean. TMDLs control the amount of trash, metals, nutrients, bacteria, organics and oils entering our waterways.

 

Even when not raining, we produce tens of millions of gallons of runoff from car washing, watering and cleaning. 
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The impacts…

· Health risks
· Harm to marine life
· Beach closure
· Fines and possible prosecution for violations

The Facts…

· Every year, over 40 tons of trash washes up on our beaches.
· Approximately 80% of that trash could have been recycled.
· Every month, an average of 870,000 cigarette butts are tossed onto streets. They wash into storm drains and onto beaches and into the ocean. Fish and birds swallow the butts and die.
· Millions are spent cleaning up beaches every year.



The solution…  YOU!
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Home & Garden

· Properly use and store all hazardous household products, including cleaners, solvents, and paints.
· Buy non-toxic products for use in your home and garden.
· Use pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers carefully and sparingly.
· Conserve water and reduce the amount of runoff by not over-watering your lawn and garden.
· Use a broom rather than a hose to clean up garden clippings, dirt, and litter from sidewalks, patios, and driveways.
· Compost yard trimmings and leaves. Do not sweep them into the streets or catch basins.
· Divert rain spouts and other sources of runoff onto grass or vegetation.
· Dispose of pet waste in trash cans. Leaving it on the lawn sends harmful bacteria into the storm drains whenever you water or when it rains.
· Donate unwanted paint, fertilizer, and other usable hazardous products to friends or community organizations.


Automotive

· When changing car fluids, use a drip pan to collect any spills. If a spill occurs, soak it up using an absorbent material such as kitty litter or sawdust and dispose of it at a L.A. County HHW Collection Event – (800) Clean-LA
· Wash your car with biodegradable soap using as little water as possible. Shut off the hose while washing your car and then rinse.
· Keep a trash bag in your car and use it. Do not throw anything out the window.
· Keep your car maintained in good working order to reduce leakage of oil, antifreeze and other fluids.
· Buy batteries, anti-freeze and motor oil from stores that will recycle used products or 
· Take hazardous waste to a FREE L.A. County HHW Collection Event – (800) Clean LA

Hotlines…
[image: ]
Report Illegal Dumping in Storm Drains (888) CLEAN LA 

Report clogged catch basins, hazardous waste spills, sewer back-ups, and water line breaks
(888) CLEAN LA
Partially funded by a grant from CalRecycle [image: ]
The Ocean Begins at Home
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