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appendix A  Master Plan Projects Action Grid

THE  SAN  GABR IEL  R IVER  CORRIDOR  MASTER  PLAN A - 1
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Planting species from the following list can enhance the overall quantity

and quality of native habitat for the San Gabriel River region. While not

exhaustive, the list provides an overview of the native plant species

appropriate to each of the seven reaches in the San Gabriel River corridor.

These plants are not considered rare, threatened or endangered (although

in some cases, their associated plant community may be “special status

habitat”) and planting individual plant species does not necessarily

constitute creating a specific habitat type.

Reach One

� Acer macrophyllum (big-leaf maple)

� Alnus rhombifolia (white alder)

� Amorpha fruticosa (false indigo)

� Artemisia californica (California sagebrush)

� Artemisia douglasiana (mugwort)

� Baccharis salicifolia (mule fat)

� Brickellia californica (California bricklebush)

� Ceanothus sp. (California lilac)

� Cercocarpus betuloides var. betuloides (mountain mahogany)

� Epilobium canum ssp. latifolium (Zauschneria californica) (California
fuschia)

� Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum (California buckwheat)

� Eriophyllum confertiflorum (golden yarrow)

� Lasthenia californica (California goldenfields)

� Lessingia filaginifolia var. filaginifolia (California aster)

� Lotus scoparius (deer weed)

� Lupinus bicolor (miniature lupine)

� Melica imperfecta (Coast Range melic)

� Mimulus aurantiacus (bush monkeyflower)

� Muhlenbergia rigens (deergrass)

� Nassella cernua (nodding needlegrass)

� Nassella pulchra (purple needlegrass)

� Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia  (hollyleaf cherry)

� Quercus chrysolepsis (canyon live oak)

� Rhamnus californica ssp. californica  (California coffeeberry)

� Ribes aureum var. gracillimum  (golden currant)

� Rosa californica (California rose)

� Rubus ursinus (California blackberry)

� Salix exigua (narrow-leaved willow)

� Salix lasiolepis (arroyo willow)

� Salix laviegata (red willow)

� Solidago californica (California goldenrod)

� Symphoricarpos mollis (creeping snowberry)

� Umbellularia californica (California bay laurel)

Reach Two

� Alnus rhombifolia (white alder)

� Amorpha fruticosa (false indigo)

� Artemisia californica (California sagebrush)

� Artemisia douglasiana (mugwort)

� Baccharis salicifolia (mule fat)

� Brickellia californica (California bricklebush)

� Ceanothus sp. (California lilac)

� Cercocarpus betuloides var. betuloides (mountain mahogany)

� Elymus condensatus (giant wild rye)

� Epilobium canum ssp. latifolium (Zauschneria californica) (California
fuschia)

� Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum (California buckwheat)

� Eriophyllum confertiflorum (golden yarrow)

� Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon)

� Lasthenia californica (California goldenfields)

� Lessingia filaginifolia var. filaginifolia (California aster)

� Lotus scoparius (deer weed)

� Lupinus bicolor (miniature lupine)

� Melica imperfecta (Coast Range melic)

� Mimulus aurantiacus (bush monkeyflower)

� Muhlenbergia rigens  (deergrass)

� Nassella cernua (nodding needlegrass)

� Nassella pulchra (purple needlegrass)

� Platanus racemosa (western sycamore)

� Populus fremontii (Fremont’s cottonwood)

� Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia  (hollyleaf cherry)

� Quercus chrysolepsis (canyon live oak)

� Rhamnus californica ssp. californica  (California coffeeberry)

� Rhus ovata (sugar bush)

� Ribes aureum var. gracillimum  (golden currant)

� Rosa californica (California rose)

� Rubus ursinus (California blackberry)

� Salix exigua (narrow-leaved willow)

� Salix lasiolepis (arroyo willow)

appendix B  Native Plants in the River Corridor
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� Salix laviegata (red willow)

� Solidago californica (California goldenrod)

� Symphoricarpos mollis (creeping snowberry)

� Umbellularia californica (California bay laurel)

Reach Three

� Amorpha fruticosa (false indigo)

� Artemisia californica (California sagebrush)

� Artemisia douglasiana (mugwort)

� Baccharis pilularis (coyote brush)

� Baccharis salicifolia (mule fat)

� Brickellia californica (California bricklebush)

� Ceanothus sp. (California lilac)

� Cercocarpus betuloides var. betuloides (mountain mahogany)

� Elymus condensatus (giant wild rye)

� Epilobium canum ssp. latifolium (Zauschneria californica) (California
fuschia)

� Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum (California buckwheat)

� Eriophyllum confertiflorum (golden yarrow)

� Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon)

� Lasthenia californica (California goldenfields)

� Layia platyglossa (tidy-tips)

� Lessingia filaginifolia var. filaginifolia (California aster)

� Lotus scoparius (deer weed)

� Lupinus bicolor (miniature lupine)

� Malosma laurina (laurel sumac)

� Mimulus aurantiacus (bush monkeyflower)

� Muhlenbergia rigens (deergrass)

� Nassella cernua (nodding needlegrass)

� Nassella pulchra (purple needlegrass)

� Platanus racemosa (western sycamore)

� Populus fremontii (Fremont’s cottonwood)

� Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia  (hollyleaf cherry)

� Quercus agrifolia (coast live oak)

� Quercus chrysolepsis (canyon live oak)

� Rhamnus californica ssp. californica  (California coffeeberry)

� Rhamnus crocea (spiny redberry)

� Rhus ovata (sugar bush)

� Rhus integrifolia (lemonade berry)

� Ribes aureum var. gracillimum  (golden currant)

� Rosa californica (California rose)

� Rubus ursinus (California blackberry)

� Sambucus mexicana (Mexican elderberry)

� Salix exigua (narrow-leaved willow)

� Salix goodingii (black willow)

� Salix lasiolepis (arroyo willow)

� Salix laviegata (red willow)

� Umbellularia californica (California bay laurel)

� Yucca whipplei (our Lord’s candle or chaparral yucca)

Reach Four

� Amorpha fruticosa (false indigo)

� Artemisia californica (California sagebrush)

� Artemisia douglasiana (mugwort)

� Baccharis pilularis (coyote brush)

� Baccharis salicifolia (mule fat)

� Brickellia californica (California bricklebush)

� Ceanothus sp. (California lilac)

� Elymus condensatus (giant wild rye)

� Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum (California buckwheat)

� Eriophyllum confertiflorum (golden yarrow)

� Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon)

� Juglans californica (California walnut)

� Lasthenia californica (California goldenfields)

� Layia platyglossa (tidy-tips)

� Lessingia filaginifolia var. filaginifolia (California aster)

� Lotus scoparius (deer weed)

� Lupinus bicolor (miniature lupine)

� Malosma laurina (laurel sumac)

� Melica imperfecta (Coast Range melic)

� Mimulus aurantiacus (bush monkeyflower)

� Nassella cernua (nodding needlegrass)

� Nassella pulchra (purple needlegrass)

� Platanus racemosa (western sycamore)

� Populus fremontii (Fremont’s cottonwood)

� Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia (hollyleaf cherry)

� Quercus agrifolia (coast live oak)

� Rhamnus crocea (spiny redberry)

� Rhus integrifolia (lemonade berry)

� Ribes aureum var. gracillimum  (golden currant)

� Rosa californica (California rose)

� Rubus ursinus (California blackberry)

� Sambucus mexicana (Mexican elderberry)
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� Salix exigua (narrow-leaved willow)

� Salix goodingii (black willow)

� Salix lasiolepis (arroyo willow)

� Salix laviegata (red willow)

� Yucca whipplei (our Lord’s candle or chaparral yucca)

Reach Five

� Amorpha fruticosa (false indigo)

� Artemisia californica (California sagebrush)

� Artemisia douglasiana (mugwort)

� Baccharis pilularis (coyote brush)

� Baccharis salicifolia (mule fat)

� Brickellia californica (California bricklebush)

� Ceanothus sp. (California lilac)

� Elymus condensatus (giant wild rye)

� Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum (California buckwheat)

� Eriophyllum confertiflorum (golden yarrow)

� Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon)

� Juglans californica (California walnut)

� Lasthenia californica (California goldenfields)

� Layia platyglossa (tidy-tips)

� Lessingia filaginifolia var. filaginifolia (California aster)

� Lotus scoparius (deer weed)

� Lupinus bicolor (miniature lupine)

� Malosma laurina (laurel sumac)

� Melica imperfecta (Coast Range melic)

� Mimulus aurantiacus (bush monkeyflower)

� Nassella cernua (nodding needlegrass)

� Nassella pulchra (purple needlegrass)

� Platanus racemosa (western sycamore)

� Populus fremontii (Fremont’s cottonwood)

� Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia (hollyleaf cherry)

� Quercus agrifolia (coast live oak)

� Rhamnus crocea (spiny redberry)

� Rhus integrifolia (lemonade berry)

� Ribes aureum var. gracillimum  (golden currant)

� Rosa californica (California rose)

� Rubus ursinus (California blackberry)

� Sambucus mexicana (Mexican elderberry)

� Salix exigua (narrow-leaved willow)

� Salix goodingii (black willow)

� Salix lasiolepis (arroyo willow)

� Salix laviegata (red willow)

� Yucca whipplei (our Lord’s candle or chaparral yucca)

Reach Six

� Amorpha fruticosa (false indigo)

� Artemisia californica (California sagebrush)

� Artemisia douglasiana (mugwort)

� Baccharis pilularis (coyote brush)

� Baccharis salicifolia (mule fat)

� Ceanothus sp. (California lilac)

� Elymus condensatus (giant wild rye)

� Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum (California buckwheat)

� Eriophyllum confertiflorum (golden yarrow)

� Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon)

� Lasthenia californica (California goldenfields)

� Layia playtglossa (tidy-tips)

� Lessingia filaginifolia var. filaginifolia (California aster)

� Lotus scoparius (deer weed)

� Lupinus bicolor (miniature lupine)

� Malosma laurina (laurel sumac)

� Mimulus aurantiacus (bush monkeyflower)

� Nassella cernua (nodding needlegrass)

� Nassella pulchra (purple needlegrass)

� Platanus racemosa (western sycamore)

� Populus fremontii (Fremont’s cottonwood)

� Quercus agrifolia (coast live oak)

� Rhamnus crocea (spiny redberry)

� Rhus integrifolia (lemonade berry)

� Rosa californica (California rose)

� Rubus ursinus (California blackberry)

� Sambucus mexicana (Mexican elderberry)

� Salix exigua (narrow-leaved willow)

� Salix goodingii (black willow)

� Salix lasiolepis (arroyo willow)

� Salix laviegata (red willow)

� Yucca whipplei (our Lord’s candle or chaparral yucca)

Reach Seven

� Amorpha fruticosa (false indigo)

� Artemisia californica (California sagebrush)

� Artemisia douglasiana (mugwort)

� Baccharis pilularis (coyote brush)

THE  SAN  GABR IEL  R IVER  CORRIDOR  MASTER  PLAN    B - 3

NAT IVE  PLANTS  IN  THE  R IVER  CORRIDOR     appendix B



� Baccharis salicifolia (mule fat)

� Ceanothus sp. (California lilac)

� Elymus condensatus (giant wild rye)

� Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum (California buckwheat)

� Eriophyllum confertiflorum (golden yarrow)

� Heteromeles arbutifolia (toyon)

� Lasthenia californica (California goldenfields)

� Layia platyglossa (tidy-tips)

� Lessingia filaginifolia var. filaginifolia (California aster)

� Lotus scoparius (deer weed)

� Lupinus bicolor (miniature lupine)

� Malosma laurina (laurel sumac)

� Mimulus aurantiacus (bush monkeyflower)

� Nassella cernua (nodding needlegrass)

� Nassella pulchra (purple needlegrass)

� Platanus racemosa (western sycamore)

� Populus fremontii (Fremont’s cottonwood)

� Quercus agrifolia (coast live oak)

� Rhus integrifolia (lemonade berry)

� Rosa californica (California rose)

� Rubus ursinus (California blackberry)

� Sambucus mexicana (Mexican elderberry)

� Salix exigua (narrow-leaved willow)

� Salix goodingii (black willow)

� Salix lasiolepis (arroyo willow)

� Salix laviegata (red willow)
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Many of the design guidelines developed for the Los Angeles River should
be applicable to the San Gabriel River. During implementation of the San
Gabriel River Corridor Master Plan, it is envisioned that the Steering
Committee will assess the design guidelines developed for the Los Angeles
River and will adapt them to the San Gabriel River corridor. The following
comprises a list of topic areas to be covered in the functional design
guidelines that will be prepared for the San Gabriel River Master Plan as
separate technical appendices. These topic areas are derived from the
three design guideline manuals prepared for the Los Angeles River Master
Plan:

Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palettes

� Landscape Design Considerations

� Land Use and Maintenance Standards

� River Planting Guidelines

� Site Characterization

� Design Following Site Characterization

� Design with Native Plants

� Planting Patterns, Density, and Setback Guidelines

� Species and Structural Density

� Existing Landscape Plants

� Gateways

� Plants That Should Never Be Planted Along the River

� Plant Community Lists

� Site Preparation Guidelines

� Capture and Infiltration of Rainfall

� Weed Abatement

� Soil Amendment

� Landscape Planting Guidelines

� Contract Collecting and Growing

� Container Plant Sizes and Installation Guidelines

� Installation Schedule

� Seed Planting

� Landscape Maintenance Guidelines

� Supplemental Irrigation

� Extended Maintenance Program

� Pruning and Removal of Plants

� Weeding and Supplemental Mulching

� Hardscape Elements

� Fences and Gates

� Lighting

� Benches

� Seatwalls

� Trash Receptacles

� Bicycle Racks

� Drinking Fountains

� Trails and Paths

� Signs

Landscaping Maintenance and Operations 

� Los Angeles County Flood Control District Maintenance Standards

� Irrigation System Management

� Weed Management

� Tree Maintenance

� Shrub Maintenance

� Groundcover Maintenance

� Wildflower and Meadow Maintenance

� Grass, Sedge, and Yarrow Management

� Vine Maintenance

� Litter Control

� Hardscape, Site Furnishings, and Graffiti

� Soils Testing, Fertilization, and Mulch

� Pest Management

� Green Waste Management

Sign Guidelines

� Use and Purpose of Sign Guidelines

� Standard Design Elements

� Design Specifications

� Installation and Maintenance
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A Program Environmental Impact Report (Program EIR) was released for

public review and comment in conjunction with the Draft San Gabriel River

Corridor Master Plan. The Program EIR is intended to streamline the

environmental review and documentation process for stakeholders proposing

projects in the river corridor. The document is available for review at County

offices in Alhambra and on the County website: http://ladpw.org/pln/sgrmp/

CEQA Requirements
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), discretionary

decisions by public agencies regarding certain public and private projects

are subject to environmental review. The San Gabriel River Corridor Master

Plan must comply with CEQA because it is a “project” as defined by

Section 15378 of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

LADPW has prepared a Program EIR in compliance with the CEQA

Statutes (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et. seq.) and the State

CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations Section 15000

et. seq.) as amended. 

The purpose of the Program EIR is to: 

1. Fully disclose to the project’s decision-makers, responsible agencies,

interested parties, and to the general public the significant or potentially

significant environmental effects of implementing the proposed project; 

2. Identify possible ways to avoid or reduce those impacts; and 

3. Describe reasonable alternatives to the proposed project.

Program EIR Approach
The San Gabriel River Corridor Master Plan is a set of policies and actions

to increase open space, habitat and recreation in the San Gabriel River

corridor. The Program EIR considers the environmental impacts, mitigation

measures and alternatives of the proposed Master Plan as a whole. This

approach avoids duplication, allows the lead agency to consider broad

policy alternatives and mitigation measures at an early time when there

may be more flexibility to address the issues, and addresses cumulative

impacts that might be overlooked in a project-level EIR.

Program EIRs are broader and contain less detail than Project EIRs. 

That’s because specific sites and/or construction and operation plans have

not been determined. The level of detail in the impact analysis reflects 

the level of detail in the project description. Based on preliminary

planning, more detailed environmental analysis is provided for the two

County-sponsored Concept Design Studies (San Gabriel Canyon 

Spreading Grounds and Lario Creek) and three other Concept Design

Studies (Woodland Duck Farm, El Dorado Regional Park Wetlands and 

San Gabriel River Discovery Center at Whittier Narrows Regional Park). 

As the Concept Design Studies are proposed for implementation, project

proponents would review the Program EIR and determine if it sufficiently

analyzes the environmental effects of the individual project. If the

subsequent activity would have effects not covered by the Program EIR, 

a second-tier CEQA document (a Negative Declaration or an EIR) would

then be prepared. For other projects within the Master Planning area, 

the Program EIR provides data on existing conditions, CEQA thresholds 

of significance, possible mitigation measures, and future analyses

expected to be required. 

EIR Process
Notice of Preparation
LADPW filed a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for this Program EIR with

the State Clearinghouse in April 2003. It was distributed to responsible

agencies and interested parties for a 30-day review and comment period,

ending May 28, 2003. LADPW received 21 comment letters on the NOP.

CEQA related comments were also received during the CEQA scoping

meeting held at LADPW offices in Alhambra on May 12, 2003. The

comments received related to surface and groundwater quality, flood

control, water rights, mineral resources, construction impacts on

utilities, traffic/transportation facilities, recreational facilities (e.g., bike

trails), and effects on public health (creation of habitat for mosquitoes

and other vectors).

Program EIR Public Review
Following publication of the Draft Program EIR, there will be a public

review and comment period during which LADPW will accept written

comments on the document. LADPW will hold a public meeting on the

Draft Program EIR, at which time other agencies, interested parties and

the public will be invited to orally comment on the document. Written and

oral comments which raise environmental issues will be responded to, and

the comments and responses will be published in a document entitled

Final Program Environmental Impact Report (Final Program EIR).

Following its publication, the Final Program EIR will be certified by the

County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors prior to adoption of the San

Gabriel River Corridor Master Plan and the Mitigation Monitoring and

Reporting Plan.

Scope of the EIR
Based on a preliminary analysis of environmental issues associated with

the project and comments received on the NOP, LADPW concluded that

the proposed project has the potential to have impacts on the following

environmental issues:

� Air quality

� Biological resources

� Cultural resources

� Geology and soils

� Hazards and hazardous materials

� Hydrology and water quality

� Land use

� Noise

� Public services and utilities

� Recreation

� Transportation and traffic

appendix D  Program EIR Summary 
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Based on the preliminary analysis, LADPW determined that the proposed

project would have no or negligible impacts on the environmental issues

listed below. Therefore, these environmental issues have been excluded

from analysis in the Program EIR.

� Agricultural resources

� Population and housing (growth inducing impacts are addressed in

Section 6 of the EIR.)

Areas of Known Controversy
In the course of preparation of the San Gabriel River Corridor Master Plan

and the Program EIR, the following issues of concern have been identified

and are addressed in the Program EIR:

� Potential effects on existing flood control facilities and capacities

associated with actions involving modification of the river channel

� Potential effects on surface and groundwater rights associated with

actions involving groundwater recharge or surface diversions 

� Potential effects on public health from increase in mosquito-breeding

conditions associated with creation of constructed wetlands or other

surface water features

Organization of the Program EIR
The Program EIR is organized in six major sections.

SECTION 1—SUMMARY. A summary of the contents of the Program EIR.

SECTION 2—INTRODUCTION. Background, project objectives, lead agency

identification, the purpose and overview of the EIR process, scope of the

Program EIR, responsible agencies and approvals, and areas of known

controversy.

SECTION 3—PROJECT DESCRIPTION. Project location, and descriptions of the

Concept Design Studies, and Master Plan policies. 

SECTION 4—ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING, IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES.

Description of the environmental setting, criteria for determining impact

significance, analysis of project-related impacts, description of mitigation

measures for each environmental topic, and summary of future analyses. 

SECTION 5—CUMULATIVE IMPACTS. A discussion of past, present and

reasonably anticipated future activities that could add impacts to those of

the proposed project.

SECTION 6—ADDITIONAL CEQA ANALYSIS. Additional analyses required by

CEQA, including a discussion of the impacts of project alternatives,

irreversible environmental changes, unavoidable environmental impacts,

growth-inducing impacts, and consistency with regional and local

planning.

APPENDICES. A list of references, acronyms and abbreviations, glossary,

organizations and persons consulted, and preparers of the Program EIR;

NOP and comments received; and the technical materials and data

supporting the air quality and cultural resources analyses presented in the

Draft Program EIR.
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